Letter to Turkish Parliament to Save 4 Million Stray Dogs from
Being Killed

Dear Parliament of Turkiye,

We write to you with a deep sense of urgency. On Monday July 29th, the government of Tlrkiye
passed measures that involve the killing of millions of free-roaming animals including dogs and
cats.

We respectfully urge the Turkish parliament to reverse the law amendment that will see the
"euthanizing” of stray animals in TUrkiye and their isolation in confined spaces. The government
should reconsider this course of action and explore humane alternatives.

Stray or free-roaming cats and dogs are common in most of the world. They are considered as
welcome members of the families, neighborhoods and businesses near where they live.

The Call from Animal Welfare Organizations and others

Animal Welfare organizations and others around the globe are calling on Tirkiye to halt the
killing of stray dogs and cats. This plea is not only a matter of protecting animal lives but also a
reflection of our shared humanity and ethical responsibilities.

The act of killing stray animals is inhumane, inefficient and counterproductive. It inflicts
unnecessary suffering and fails to address the root causes of stray animal populations. Animal
rights advocates in Turkiye have demonstrated that these so-called shelters are, in fact, death
camps where animals are tortured and have been deprived of food and water. Now that the law
is passed, sick dogs, banned breeds and physiologically impaired dogs will be euthanized and
healthy, neutered/spayed and non-aggressive dogs could be killed without justification, to
reduce their population. The Turkish Association of Veterinarians has verified that the short- and
long-term cost of the "Catch-Neuter-Vaccinate-Return" program is substantially lower than the
euthanization program.

Why Killing is Not a Solution

Killing stray dogs is not a solution. Killing is a temporary and horrific measure that overlooks the
more humane and effective alternatives available. Research and experience from other
countries demonstrate that sterilization programs, coupled with the establishment and support of
shelters, offer a sustainable and ethical solution. Sterilization prevents the birth of more animals
and reduces the population. Well-managed shelters provide safe havens for stray dogs, offering
them care and the possibility of adoption into loving homes. Turkiye has 1,403 municipalities;
only 298 have shelters. If the 1,403 municipalities spayed/neutered just 4 animals a day, the
problem would be resolved within 1 year.

Turkiye has for centuries has humanely cared for its free-roaming animals
People in Tlrkiye have been sharing their streets with dogs and cats for centuries.



Turkish law now supports "Catch-Neuter-Vaccinate-Return" clause, which the new legislation
would change. Catch-Neuter-Vaccinate-Return is a humane, cost-effective and constructive

approach that can enhance the image of Turkiye on the global stage as a nation that values life

and acts with compassion and wisdom.

Sadly, the law amendments do not ban the production and trade of animals, one of the main
sources of population growth; and do not impose criminal sanctions for violence against

animals.

A Call to Action - Stand United for a Compassionate Future
We call on the members of Parliament to reverse this horrific new law and instead adopt
humane alternatives such as comprehensive sterilization programs and the development of

well-resourced shelters.

Please support a future where the innocent stray and free-roaming dogs and cats of Turkiye
continue to be cared for and loved by their human neighbors. Your actions today can pave the
way for a society that honors life in all its forms and chooses compassion over cruelty.

With hope and solidarity,
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