
Mihi & Pepeha  

________________________________________________________________ 

 

Pepeha is a traditional form of introduction in te ao Māori. It foregrounds important connections to 
whenua and whakapapa, before introducing the individual. It is important that teachers are 
comfortable with this form of introduction as they enter schools and begin working with Māori 
communities.  

There are some variations in the form of pepeha. There are many templates available for new 
language learners to use, to develop their pepeha, however it is worth being mindful that whilst 
templates can be a useful tool, pepeha is a deeper and more complex activity than 
“fill-in-the-blanks". There are also considerations for Pākehā and tauiwi engaging in pepeha, which I 
will address here also.  

This radio interview from RNZ/Moana Radio that addresses some of the deeper kōrero around 
pepeha and is worth taking time to read. It encourages Pākehā and tauiwi to use pepeha within the 
language learning context, but to take care how we use it beyond that. 

Here is a basic template for pepeha: 

Ko ____________ te māunga​
Ko ____________ te awa/roto/moana​
Ko ____________ te waka​
Ko ____________ tōku tīpuna ​
Ko ____________ tōku iwi​
Ko ____________ tōku hapū​
Ko ____________ tōku marae ​
Nō ____________ ahau​
Ko ____________ rāua ko __________ ōku mātua ​
Ko ____________ tōku ingoa​
​
The mountain that I affiliate to is _________________________​
The river/lake/sea that I affiliate to is ____________________​
The waka that I affiliate to is ____________________________ ​
My (founding) ancestor is _______________ ​
My tribe is _____________________________​
My sub-tribe is _________________________​
My marae is ___________________________ ​
I am from _____________________________​
My parents are __________ and ___________ ​
My name is ____________________________ 

 

 

https://www.rnz.co.nz/national/programmes/teahikaa/audio/2018772487/urupounamu-episode-eight-a-korero-about-pepeha


These frameworks for pepeha have been shared from the Auckland City Libraries’ facebook page. 
They offer options for different contexts:  

 

 



Here are some further examples of pepeha for non-Māori te reo learners: 

 

This template has been shared quite widely on facebook along with this helpful discussion of pepeha.  

 

 

 

https://theprojectteam.co.nz/2020/03/03/ko-wai-au-reintroducing-introductions/


 

This was developed by Shay Wright and retweeted by Felicity Bright 

 

I whānau mai au i te taha o te awa o ____________ 

I was born and raised beside the river ___________  

I raro i te maru o te maunga o __________ 

Under the shelter of the mountain ____________ 

He uri ahau nō _________ 

I descend from ____________ 

Kei te noho ahau kei _____________ 

I live in ___________ 

Ko ______________ toku ingoa 

My name is ___________ 

Tēnā koutou katoa 

Greetings everyone 

 

For example: 

 

 

https://twitter.com/flissbright/status/1200334442415321088


 

 


