
 
Speech Contest 2022 

 
●​ How Can Kindness Reunite Our Country? (Lions Club Contest) 
●​ What Is the Most Needed Amendment to Our Constitution? 
●​ Should All New Cars Be Electric? 

 
​​Speech Outline: Friday 1/7 
Speech (first draft): Wednesday 1/12 
Speech (second draft): Thursday 1/13 (due by the end of the per.) (Eng 9: 1/14) 
Speech (final draft): Thursday 1/20 (beginning of the period) 
First page memorized: Tuesday 1/25 
First half memorized (or first 2 pages): Thurs 1/27 & Friday 1/28  
Whole speech memorized: Monday 1/31 - Wednesday 2/2  
School Wide Speeches: Thursday 2/3 (Remember to wear something nice for your speech) 
LVHS Speech Contest: Monday 2/7 (6:30 pm) 
Lions Club Speech Contest: Wednesday 2/9 at 11:45 at the Mammoth Community Center 
 
Articles 
 
Should All New Cars Be Electric? 

●​ Pros and Cons of Electric Cars 
●​ New York Times: How Green Are Electric Vehicles? 
●​ Wall Street Journal: Are Electric Cars Really Better for the Environment? 
●​ Into the Future With Ford: Say Goodbye to Gas 
●​ California Phases our Gas Powered Cars 
●​ Governor signs bill eliminating gas powered vehicles: NPR 
●​ Lithium Mine Controversy: NPR 
●​ Battery life issues 
●​ 5 minute charging 
●​ Solid State Batteries 
●​ 7.5 billion in infrastructure bill for charging stations, 3 billion for batter research: NPR 
●​ Future of Gas Stations 
●​ Gas sales will decline 
●​ California’s energy is 83% renewable: Los Angeles Times, 100% clean energy by 2035: 

California Senate Bill 
●​ GM all electric by 2035 
●​ Ford all in on electric 

https://www.npr.org/2020/09/23/916209659/california-governor-signs-order-banning-sales-of-new-gasoline-cars-by-2035
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/03/02/climate/electric-vehicles-environment.html
https://www.wsj.com/graphics/are-electric-cars-really-better-for-the-environment/
https://www.ford.com/powertrains/battery-electric-vehicles/
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2020/09/23/governor-newsom-announces-california-will-phase-out-gasoline-powered-cars-drastically-reduce-demand-for-fossil-fuel-in-californias-fight-against-climate-change/
https://www.npr.org/2020/09/23/916209659/california-governor-signs-order-banning-sales-of-new-gasoline-cars-by-2035
https://www.npr.org/2021/08/26/1031412095/biden-promised-electric-cars-which-need-lithium-a-proposed-mine-is-on-sacred-lan
https://www.forbes.com/sites/uhenergy/2021/06/14/ev-battery-research-powers-ahead-toward-next-big-breakthrough/?sh=286c0c3e362a
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2021/jan/19/electric-car-batteries-race-ahead-with-five-minute-charging-times
https://www.reuters.com/technology/how-will-solid-state-batteries-make-electric-vehicles-better-2021-09-07/
https://www.npr.org/2021/12/18/1065331379/electric-cars-charging-network-white-house-harris
https://www.cnet.com/roadshow/news/future-gas-station-ev/
https://neiwpcc.org/2021/09/07/electric-vehicles-and-the-future-of-gas-stations/
https://www.latimes.com/environment/newsletter/2021-04-29/solar-power-water-canals-california-climate-change-boiling-point
https://www.latimes.com/environment/newsletter/2021-04-29/solar-power-water-canals-california-climate-change-boiling-point
https://www.today.com/news/gm-pledged-cars-will-electric-2035-rcna5837
https://www.freep.com/story/money/cars/ford/2021/09/27/ford-motor-company-all-electric-vehicles/5884985001/


●​ 600 mile range in new Mercedes Prototype  
 
What Is the Most Needed Amendment to Our Constitution? 

●​ Amendments to the Constitution (scroll up to find an introduction to the Constitution) 
●​ Abolish the Electoral College 

○​ Outgrowing the Electoral College: Purdue University 
●​ Equal Rights Amendment  

○​ NPR 
○​ League of Women Voters 

●​ Immigration Amendment 
○​ The Atlantic 
○​ Myths about Immigration Busted 
○​ Pathway to Citizenship 
○​ DACA: Dream Act Amendment 

●​ Anti-Racism Amendment 
○​ Kendi 

●​ Balanced Budget Amendment 
○​ Balanced Budget and Term Limits 

●​ Term Limit Amendment 
○​ Senator Ted Cruz 

●​ Flat Tax Amendment 
○​ Flat Tax 

 
How Can Kindness Reunite Our Country? 

●​ Using kindness to repair the nation: Tikkun Olam 
●​ Healing the Nation: Time Magazine 
●​ 4 Ways You Can Help the Nation: Forbes Magazine 
●​ Healing the Political Divide: American Psychological Association 
●​ Can Americans Find a Way to Heal Their Divides?: NPR 
●​ Love Your Enemies: New York Times 
●​ The Art of Kindness: Mayo Clinic 
●​ Political Divide: Pew Research 
●​ How Acts of Kindness Can Help You 
●​ Overarching views about digital spaces: Pew Research 
●​ More in Common Than We Think: The Hill 
●​ More in Common Than We Think: Boston Globe 
●​ Bipartisan Support for Rights: Harvard Kennedy School 
●​ Seeing from another’s perspective creates empathy: Psychology Today 
●​ Symbol of the Statue of Liberty 
●​ A Quilt of a Country 

https://www.reuters.com/business/autos-transportation/mercedes-benz-unveils-1000-km-per-charge-vision-eqxx-prototype-2022-01-03/
https://www.senate.gov/civics/constitution_item/constitution.htm#amendments
https://www.purdue.edu/discoverypark/ppri/blog/outgrowing-the-electoral-college/
https://www.npr.org/2020/01/15/796645936/for-these-women-the-equal-rights-amendment-has-been-a-decades-long-battle
https://my.lwv.org/south-carolina/hilton-head-island-bluffton-area/article/equal-rights-amendment-2021
https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2019/10/us-immigration-laws-unconstitutional-double-standards/599140/
https://www.carnegie.org/topics/topic-articles/immigration/15-myths-about-immigration-debunked/
https://www.hrw.org/news/2021/09/28/us-congress-should-create-pathway-citizenship
https://www.politico.com/interactives/2019/how-to-fix-politics-in-america/inequality/pass-an-anti-racist-constitutional-amendment/
https://www.purdue.edu/discoverypark/ppri/blog/outgrowing-the-electoral-college/
https://www.cruz.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/sen-cruz-colleagues-reintroduce-constitutional-amendment-imposing-congressional-term-limits
https://www.crf-usa.org/bill-of-rights-in-action/bria-11-3-b-the-income-tax-amendment-most-thought-it-was-a-great-idea-in-1913.html
https://www.learningtogive.org/resources/tikkun-olam
https://time.com/5887428/american-political-division/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/sethcohen/2021/01/10/worried-about-america-4-ways-you-can-help-the-nation-heal-right-now/?sh=911dd4d525f8
https://www.apa.org/monitor/2021/01/healing-political-divide
https://www.npr.org/2020/11/01/929856421/after-a-bitter-election-can-americans-find-a-way-to-heal-their-divides
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/04/03/books/review/arthur-c-brooks-love-your-enemies.html
https://www.mayoclinichealthsystem.org/hometown-health/speaking-of-health/the-art-of-kindness
https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2020/11/13/america-is-exceptional-in-the-nature-of-its-political-divide/
https://www.dreamcenter.org/how-acts-of-kindness-can-change-your-life-according-to-experts/
https://www.pewresearch.org/internet/2021/11/22/a-sampling-of-some-of-the-key-overarching-views/
https://thehill.com/opinion/civil-rights/527515-americans-have-more-in-common-than-they-think-this-thanksgiving
https://www.bostonglobe.com/2020/09/16/opinion/americans-have-more-common-than-you-might-think/
https://www.hks.harvard.edu/faculty-research/policy-topics/human-rights/poll-finds-strong-bipartisan-support-rights-and-concern
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/ulterior-motives/201706/seeing-things-anothers-perspective-creates-empathy
https://www.nps.gov/stli/learn/historyculture/colossus.htm
https://www.oakparkusd.org/cms/lib5/CA01000794/Centricity/Domain/356/quiltOfACountry.pdf


 
Brainstorming Ideas 
 
Should All New Cars Be Electric? 

●​ 2035 California will only sell electric vehicles 
●​ Pros and cons of electric cars 
●​ Cons: limited range, price, infrastructure 
●​ Pros: environment, less maintenance, acceleration 

 
What Is the Most Needed Amendment to Our Constitution? 

●​ Voting Rights 
●​ Electoral College Amendment 
●​ Mandatory Voting 
●​ Anti-discrimination 
●​ Immigration 
●​ Equal Rights Amendment 
●​ Balanced Budget Amendment 
●​ Term Limits Amendment 
●​ Abolish the income tax 
●​ Flat tax 
●​ Second Amendment: stronger or abolish 
●​ Death penalty 
●​ Abortion 
●​ Animal Rights 
●​ Climate Change Amendment 
●​ Free College 
●​ Free Universal Health Care 
●​ Guaranteed rights for LGBTQ+ Community (could be part of ERA) 
●​ Social Security, Life Insurance, Medical Care for older people 

 
How Can Kindness Reunite Our Country? 

●​ Learn to stand in someone else’s shoes 
●​ Don’t be prejudiced (against race, social class, sexual orientation, gender identity) 
●​ Compromise 
●​ Doing things for the good of the country not just for ourselves 
●​ Be an anti-racist 
●​ Being kind to animals  
●​ Being kind to to earth 
●​ Understanding people who are different or have different opinions 
●​ Build bridges not walls 



●​ Kindness can reunite our country in these ways, but we need more than kindness to 
address these issues . . . 

 


