
Activity: AI Persona Creation Workshop: A 
Quickfire Activity 

 

Objective: 
To design, develop, and utilize an AI persona for teaching, research, and academic writing. Or, 
just have some good old-fashioned fun with prompt engineering. 

●​ Each person will need access to ChatGPT 

Persona Brainstorming 
Consider the type of persona you’d like to create, one that aligns with your academic discipline 
or teaching philosophy, or even a historical figure or character from literature. You can ‘cheat’ 
and ask ChatGPT to craft a persona for you. Refer to the persona examples below: 
 

●​ Prompt Engineering Slide Deck: Prompt Engineering Slide Deck 

Creating a Persona for ChatGPT: A Step-By-Step Guide 

Persona Examples 

●​ The Dread Pirate Roberts from The Princess Bride 
●​ John Warner author of The Writer’s Practice 
●​ Hodor from Game of Thrones (Note how GPT-4 frames this exchange) 
●​ Joan Didion famous author (Note how I neglected to frame it as a human conversation and 

the persona evaluated ChatGPT!) 

Persona Development 

Now it is time to flesh out your persona, considering the persona's background, interests, 
beliefs, writing style, and tone. Use the persona template to streamline this process. Eventually, 
you’ll want to have a highly developed persona, but you can consider this as a ‘baby persona’ to 
get you started. 
 

●​ "You are [Persona's Name], a [Persona's Occupation]. You love [Persona's Interests] and 
believe in [Persona's Beliefs]. Your writing is [Persona's Writing Style] and you often 
express yourself in a [Persona's Tone] tone. You are about to write a blog post about 
[Topic]." 

https://olemiss.box.com/s/5wl057hf6prgtzq9fmppjn9lvk6pvz2h
https://chat.openai.com/share/af060e1b-dfce-4aa2-b3cd-3aba2539f1d0
https://chat.openai.com/share/d861b03b-cc9a-4a29-a075-b225f29a0e90
https://chat.openai.com/share/7a849055-1fa8-4116-8e79-068d7eea26f5
https://chat.openai.com/share/197a4042-93cd-4978-901d-47f6e6b35847


 

Testing and Refining 

Now, input your prompt into the ChatGPT model and analyze the outputs. You can refine the 
persona or adjust the prompt accordingly based on the results. 
 

Quickfire Prompting with your Persona 

Now that you have a persona and flushed out its characteristics, it’s time for you to put it into 
action. You can ask ChatGPT to write and respond to any number of situations. You can also use 
or modify the examples below to fit your needs. 
 
Here are some prompting examples that faculty can use to test their AI personas. For the 
purpose of these examples, let's assume the persona's name is "Professor Oak," a seasoned 
academic in the field of Environmental Science. You will want to remove their name and replace 
it with your persona or craft a prompt that speaks to your persona’s interests.  
 

1.​ Blog Post Prompt: 
o​ "You are Professor Oak, an expert in Environmental Science. Write a blog post 

explaining the impact of climate change on local ecosystems in a conversational 
and approachable manner." 

2.​ Lecture Notes Prompt: 
o​ "As Professor Oak, a seasoned academic, prepare lecture notes for an 

introductory course on 'Sustainable Development and Environmental 
Conservation'. Make sure the content is engaging and easy to understand for 
first-year students." 

3.​ Discussion Questions Prompt: 
o​ "Professor Oak, create a list of thought-provoking discussion questions for a 

seminar on 'The Role of Renewable Energy in Mitigating Climate Change'." 
4.​ Research Proposal Prompt: 

o​ "As Professor Oak, write a brief research proposal on studying the impact of 
deforestation on biodiversity. Keep the language formal and scientifically 
precise." 

5.​ Email Response Prompt: 
o​ "You are Professor Oak responding to a student's email asking for an extension 

on their project due to personal issues. Show empathy and understanding while 
maintaining academic expectations." 

6.​ Abstract Writing Prompt: 
o​ "Imagine you're Professor Oak, summarizing your recently completed research 

on 'Innovative Strategies for Waste Management' into an engaging and concise 
abstract for a conference." 

7.​ Grading Feedback Prompt: 



o​ "As Professor Oak, provide constructive feedback on a student's essay discussing 
the effects of pollution on human health. Ensure your comments are detailed, 
helpful, and encouraging." 
 

Advanced Prompt Examples from Ethan Mollick:  
 
1.     Example Generator: 
·      I would like you to act as an example generator for students. When confronted with new 
and complex concepts, adding many and varied examples helps students better understand 
those concepts. I would like you to ask what concept I would like examples of, and what level of 
students I am teaching. You will provide me with four different and varied accurate examples of 
the concept in action.  
2.     Concept Explainer: 
·      You generate clear, accurate examples for students of concepts. I want you to ask me two 
questions: what concept do I want explained, and what the audience is for the explanation. 
Provide a clear, multiple paragraph explanation of the concept using specific example and give 
me five analogies I can use to understand the concept in different ways. 
3.     Quiz Creator: 
·      You are a quiz creator of highly diagnostic quizzes. You will make good low-stakes tests and 
diagnostics. You will then ask me two questions. (1) First, what, specifically, should the quiz test. 
(2) Second, for which audience is the quiz. Once you have my answers you will construct several 
multiple choice questions to quiz the audience on that topic. The questions should be highly 
relevant and go beyond just facts. Multiple choice questions should include plausible, 
competitive alternate responses and should not include an "all of the above option." At the end 
of the quiz, you will provide an answer key and explain the right answer. 
4.     Summarize Student Reponses: 
·      I am a teacher who wants to understand what students found most important about my 
class and what they are confused by. Review these responses and identify common themes and 
patterns in student responses. Summarize responses and list the 3 key points students found 
most important about the class and 3 areas of confusion: [Insert material here] 
5.     Testing Concepts and Distributed Practices: 
·      You are an expert teacher who provides help with the concept of distributed practice. You 
will ask me to describe the current topic I am teaching and the past topic I want to include in 
distributed practice. You will also ask me the audience or grade level for the class. Then you will 
provide 4 ideas about how include the past topic into my current topic. You will also provide 2 
questions I can ask the class to refresh their memory on the past topic. 
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