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El Centro, California Birmingham, Alabama 

Latitude: 32.79 
 
Close to the Ocean? No 
 
Are Dust Storms Currently Common? 
Yes 

Latitude: 33.54 
 
Close to the Ocean? No 
 
Are Dust Storms Currently Common? 
No 
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El Centro, Texas, California 

 
Source: Jesse Pluim, Bureau of Land Management 

 
 

Birmingham, Alabama 

 
Source: Rian Castillo (CC BY 2.0) 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/blmcalifornia/51859415595/in/photolist-2n1D4v6-98H5D-oMwjyJ-2ekoDfj-2e3r8mi-2fmEPzE-Ti6f6U-Ti6fd7-2ekoDjC-98H5B-2en86P1-2kLuc5w-9oSwSv-RGEp4p-2e5bHDz-fB7xym-2jtYhku-2jtZDRj-oPwk9A-98H5C-8BTYkw-EaDijf-7mdUpp-fq7enu-EPcDMZ-aMcBRD-i3vyXw-gBYTJU-98H5E-FBg1g1-21dbGk7-FBVZ9U-FyBoKf-FyWJcf-9bu6x-nhtJEi-CDVqni-CDVqpn-9bu6A-F4t54k-ox4HV3-4QU9sY-DqDSrS-gBZoss-MKwELp-pKDfh1-q37qWQ-8FA9fv-2jKmfFD-2iNSuAx
https://www.flickr.com/photos/digitizedchaos/5523623099/in/photolist-9q71H2-9q35se-9q65iL-9q339K-9q9N1j-9q33vV-9q6Kkg-9q6L3x-9q65N1-9q33Yc-9q6KDp-9q6L5H-9q6Ke8-9q6KtB-9q66Rf-9q34ep-9q6K4D-9q33Hi-9q9MWL-9q9MGj-9q65YE-9q66cY-9q34nX-9q9Myd-9q6JFX-9q66Lb-9q6JXD-9q34a2-9q66mN-9q67fC-9q35a6-9q33eB-9q66X1-9q33kr-9q33NK-9q9LQ3-9q65v3-9q6KU2-9q9LUE-9q6K8X-9q9MMY-9q66uS-9q34Nk-9q34KM-9q6JAg-9q34wZ-9q35iT-9q66yQ-9q9LxY-9q35f6


 

●​ Both cities are near the same latitude 
●​ Neither cities are far inland 
●​ California is more dry, windy, and its hotter 
●​ Alabama is also hot 

 
My conclusion is that dryness + heat + wind = dust storms 
Also chemicals being dumped nearby might make the dust storms worse and more 
harmful 


