
 

 

 

 Reading/English Language Arts 4 
Prince George’s County Public Schools                                                       School Year: 2022 – 2023 
 

Prerequisites: Successful completion of Reading/English Language Arts 3 

 

  

INSTRUCTOR & COURSE INFORMATION: 
Name: 

E-Mail Address:  

Planning Time:  

Phone Number: 

TEXT: Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Into Reading Grade 4 

 
Course Description: 
This course is designed to prepare all students to be on track for college and career readiness by the time they graduate from 

high school.  All lessons are aligned to the Maryland College and Career-Ready Standards for English Language Arts.  The 

standards establish guidelines for English Language Arts teachers to ensure students at each grade level are taught the 

necessary skills to become critical readers and writers.   

 

In this course, students will be required to read a variety of complex texts including stories, literature, and informational texts that 

provide facts and background knowledge on topics related to science and social studies. They will be asked questions that 

require them to refer back to what they have read and support their answers with reasoning and evidence from the text. Students 

will also be required to write for a variety of purposes such as narratives, opinion and explanatory information pieces.  They will 

also engage in collaborative conversations with peers and demonstrate a command of formal English both in writing and 

speaking.  These expectations will develop the critical-thinking, problem-solving, and analytical skills every student needs to be a 

literate person who is prepared for success in the 21
st
 century. 

 

Each student is expected to read for at least 20 minutes daily and complete independent assignments and projects as assigned. 

 
GOALS: 
Students will: 

●​ Read a balance of informational and literary texts. 

●​ Read complex text from a variety of topics such as science and social studies. 

●​ Read text that will increase in complexity. 

●​ Gather and cite text evidence to engage in rich and rigorous conversations and written responses about text. 

●​ Write using multiple sources to state an opinion and create an organizational structure that supports the writer’s 

purpose, write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and write narratives to develop real or imagined 

experiences. 

●​ Use grammar and conventions, writing strategies, and all aspects of foundational academic vocabulary skills effectively 

when writing and speaking. 

●​ Demonstrate an understanding of foundational skills including phonics, vocabulary, and fluency.  
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Elementary Reading and Oral and Written Communication 

(Grades 2-5) 

  Overview: The goal of grading and reporting is to provide the students with feedback that reflects their progress 

toward the mastery of the Maryland College and Career Ready Standards (MCCRS) found in the R/ELA 

Curriculum Instructional Maps. No assignments will be required for submission on Mondays or the day following 

school being closed. 

Factors Brief Description 

 

Reading 

Brief Description 

 

Oral/Written Communication 

Grade 

Percentage Per 

Quarter 

 

 

 

 

Class Work 

This includes work completed in the 

classroom setting. Class work can 

include, but is not limited to  

●​ Group and/or individual 

participation 

●​ Brief oral/written responses to 

texts 

●​ Class discussion 

●​ Graphic organizers 

This includes work completed in 

the classroom setting. Classwork 

can include, but is not limited to: 

●​ Group and/or individual 

participation 

●​ Brief oral/written responses 

●​ Class discussion 

●​ Spelling/ Grammar/ 

Vocabulary assignments 

●​ Presentation and activities 

 

 

 

 

35% 

 

 

 

 

Independent 

Assignments 

This includes all work completed without 

teacher guidance and will be graded on 

completion. Assignments can include, but 

are not limited to: 

●​ Independent reading 

●​ Reading Logs 

●​ Written assignments 

●​ Online practice through Clever 

applications 

This includes all work completed 

without teacher guidance and will 

be graded on completion. 

Assignments can include, but are 

not limited to: 

●​ Spelling assignments 

●​ Written Assignments 

●​ Grammar practice 

●​ Online practice through 

Clever applications.  

 

 

 

 

25% 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Assessments 

This category encompasses both the 

traditional (exams and quizzes) and 

alternative methods of assessing 

student learning with 

the goal of mastery (presentations, 

projects, portfolios, completion 

of graphic organizers, anecdotal 

notes of teacher observations, 

teacher conferences, student 

written responses) Assessments can 

include, but are not limited to: 

●​ Literacy assessments 

●​ Teacher created assessment 

 

This category encompasses both 

the traditional (exams and quizzes) 

and alternative methods of 

assessing student learning with 

the goal of mastery (presentations, 

projects, portfolios). Assessments 

can include, but are not limited to: 

●​ Spelling Test 

●​ Published writing 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

40% 
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Fourth Grade Yearlong View 

Quarter 1 Quarter 2 

Module 1: What Makes Us Who We Are 

Essential Question: How do your experiences help 

shape your identity? 

 

Cycle 1: Flora & Ulysses 560L (Fantasy) 

Analytic Writing Focus: Literary Performance Task 

 

Cycle 2: The Year of the Rat 630L (Realistic Fiction) 

Analytic Writing Focus: Literary Performance Task  

 

Cycle 3: Kitoto the Mighty 610L (Folktale)   

Analytic Writing Focus: Literary Performance Task 

 

Writing Workshop Cycle: Personal Narrative 

Focal Text: La Mariposa 750L (Personal Narrative)  

 

Assessments: Cycle Assessments, i-Ready Diagnostic, Quarterly 

Benchmark Assessment 

Module 7: Tricksters and Tall Tales 

Essential Question: What lessons can you learn from 

characters in traditional tales? 

 

Cycle 1: Ten Sons and Ten Sons Video 770L (Legend) 

Analytic Writing Focus: Literary Performance Task 

 

Module 6: Marvels of Nature 

Essential Question: What makes Earth’s natural 

wonders exciting and unique? 

 

Cycle 2: Seven Natural Wonders 900L (Informational Text),  

Mariana Trench 890L CD (Informational Text) 

Analytic Writing Focus: Informational Performance Task 

 

Cycle 3: Weird and Wondrous Rocks CD 870L (Informational 

Text),  Nature’s Wonders 1010L (Poetry & Informational Text) 

Analytic Writing Focus: Informational Performance Task 

 

Writing Workshop Cycle: Expository Essay 

Focal Text: The Museum Book  1070L 

 

Assessments: Cycle Assessments,  i-Ready Diagnostic, Quarterly 

Benchmark Assessment 

Quarter 3 Quarter 4 

Module 3: Rise to the Occasion 

Essential Question: What does it take to meet a 

challenge? 

 

Cycle 1: Galveston Hurricane of 1900  CD 940L (Narrative 

Nonfiction),  My Diary from Here to There 780L 

(Diary/Autobiographical Fiction) 

Analytic Writing Focus: Literary Performance Task 

 

Module 8: Food for Thought 

Essential Question: What can we do to make more 

healthful food choices? 

 

Cycle 2: To Your Health! CD 970L (Informational Text), 

Eco-Friendly Food  CD 950L (Informational/Argumentative Text) 

Analytic Writing Focus: Informational Performance Task 

 

Cycle 3: Kids Rock Nutrition in the Kitchen CD (Video),  Bug 

Bites 900L, CD (Informational Text) 

Analytic Writing Focus: Informational Performance Task 

 

Assessments: Cycle Assessments,  i-Ready Diagnostic, 

Module 8 Continued 

Writing Workshop Cycle: Opinion Essay 

Focal Text: It’s Disgusting and We Ate It! 1010L 

 

Module 9: Global Guardians 

Essential Question: What can people do to care for our 

planet? 

 

Cycle 1: Luz Sees the Light 800L (Graphic Novel) 

Analytic Writing Focus: Literary Performance Task 

 

Cycle 2: On Sea Turtle Patrol  840L (Realistic Fiction), Saving the 

Kemp’s Ridley Sea Turtle CD (Video)   

Analytic Writing Focus: Informational Performance Task 

 

Cycle 3: Seeds of Change, CD 800L  (Biography) 

Analytic Writing Focus: Literary and Informational Task 

 

Assessments: Cycle Assessments, MCAP,  i-Ready Diagnostic,, 

Quarterly Benchmark Assessment (Optional) 
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Key English Language Arts Literacy Shifts 
 

Parents’ Guide 

 
The Standards for English Language Arts (ELA) describe varieties of expertise that ELA educators at all levels should 

seek to develop in their students.  Below are recommended suggestions of what parents can do to support their child 

in developing the critical skills to become college and career-ready. 

 

1. Read as much non-fiction as fiction. 

●​ Encourage your child to read more non-fiction text independently. 

●​ Promote independent reading for at least 20 minutes a day (25 books per year). 

●​ Read non-fiction texts aloud or with your child 

●​ Initiate discussions about the details of the non-fiction text. 

 

2. Learn about the world by reading. 

●​ Provide opportunities for your child to build knowledge through reading about topics of interest. 

●​ Provide opportunities for students to explore careers across all fields. 

●​ Initiate discussion about these topics. 

 

3. Read more challenging material closely. 

●​ Encourage your child to read more challenging texts. 

●​ Encourage your child to reread for understanding. 

●​ Know your child’s reading level and provide a balance of challenging and just right text. 

●​ Encourage your child to keep trying even when the text gets harder. 

 

4. Discuss reading using evidence. 

●​ Initiate discussions about text. 

●​ Require your child to support their claims and disagreements with evidence. 

●​ Encourage students to question and challenge information they read. 

●​ Read the same book and discuss by citing evidence from the text. 

●​ Encourage students to use supportive evidence as they write about their thinking. 

 

5. Write non-fiction using evidence. 

●​ Encourage your child to write in journals, letters, reading responses, notes, use of Blogs or Wikis for 

writing, creative writing of stories/ plays/ lyrics/ poems; research projects about topics of interest. 

●​ Explore careers that require writing skills such as journalism, script writing, advertising, book or movie 

critics, authors, sports magazine writers, lawyers, television, etc.  

●​ Compare and contrast writings on the same topic written by a variety of authors.  

 

6. Increase academic vocabulary. 

●​ Read non-fiction text about science, social studies and other topics. 

●​ Discuss the meaning of difficult vocabulary words and how they are used in the text. 

●​ Help increase your child’s spoken and written academic vocabulary through word games, discussions, 

media, videos, student-made vocabulary notebooks, online word searches, etc.  
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