RECOMMENDED BOOKS FOR GRADE 7

FINDING JUNIE KIM
By Ellen Oh
Kids’ Fiction

Junie Kim just wants to fit in. So she
keeps her head down and tries not to
draw attention to herself. But when
racist graffiti appears at her middle
school, Junie must decide between
staying silent or speaking out. Then
Junie’s history teacher assigns a project
and Junie decides to interview her
grandparents, learning about their
unbelievable experiences as a kid
during the Korean War. Junie comes to
' admire her grandma’s fierce

determination to overcome impossible

odds, and her grandpa’s unwavering
compassion during wartime. And as
racism becomes more pervasive at school, Junie taps into the strength of her ancestors

and finds the courage to do what is right.

https://kidsbooks.ca/item/kQHiZI37A AvQXnZDgBiWVw
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 JACK CHENG

AWARD-WINNING AUTHOR OF SEF YOU' IN THE COSMOS

By Jack Cheng

| K ids’ Fiction

o 77 Andy Zhou is used to being what
'\ people need him to be: the good kid

for his parents and, now, his

f grandparents in from Shanghai, or
L the helpful sidekick for his best

- friend Cindy’s plans and schemes.

So when Cindy decides they should
try out for Movement on the first
day of sixth grade, how can Andy
say no? But between feeling out of
~ place with the dancers after school,

being hassled by his new science

- partner Jameel in class, and sensing

tension between his dad and

grandfather at home, Andy feels all

kinds of weird. Then over anime, Hi-Chews, and art, things start to shift between Andy

and Jameel, opening up new doors—and new problems. Because no matter how much

Andy cares about his friends and family, it’s hard not to feel pulled between all the ways

he’s meant to be, all the different faces he wears, and harder still to figure out if any of

these masks is the real him.

https://kidsbooks.ca/item/3bfSPEKfd TTKOQfYIDIG8uw
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NEVERMOOR
By Jessica Townsend
Kids’ Fiction

Morrigan Crow is cursed. Having been
- born on Eventide, the unluckiest day for
any child to be born, she's blamed for all
local misfortunes, from hailstorms to
heart attacks--and, worst of all, the curse
means that Morrigan is doomed to die
at midnight on her eleventh birthday.
But as Morrigan awaits her fate, a
strange and remarkable man named

Jupiter North appears. Chased by

| -, g black-smoke hounds and shadowy

} hunters on horseback, he whisks her

away into the safety of a secret, magical

city called Nevermoor.
It's then that Morrigan discovers Jupiter has chosen her to contend for a place in the
city's most prestigious organization: the Wundrous Society. In order to join, she must
compete in four difficult and dangerous trials against hundreds of other children, each
with an extraordinary talent that sets them apart--an extraordinary talent that Morrigan
insists she does not have. To stay in the safety of Nevermoor for good, Morrigan will
need to find a way to pass the tests--or she'll have to leave the city to confront her deadly

fate.

https://kidsbooks.ca/item/2-gUryvjj]OVIcL VirOjzw
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BOMB
By Steve Sheinkin
Kids’ Fiction

STEVE
SHEINKIN

In December of 1938, a chemist in a
German laboratory made a shocking
discovery: When placed next to
radioactive material, a Uranium atom
split in two. That simple discovery
launched a scientific race that spanned
three continents.

In Great Britain and the United States,
Soviet spies worked their way into the
scientific community; in Norway, a
commando force slipped behind
enemy lines to attack German
heavy-water manufacturing; and deep in the desert, one brilliant group of scientists was
hidden away at a remote site at Los Alamos. This is the story of the plotting, the
risk-taking, the deceit, and genius that created the world's most formidable weapon.

This is the story of the atomic bomb.

erous-weapon-newbery-honor-book-national-book-award-finalist/b5f2a52d-b062-42a1
-bda3-e478b36ae52d.html
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THE MISCALCULATIONS OF
LIGHTNING GIRL

By Stacy McAnulty

" Kids’ Fiction

Lucy Callahan's life was changed
forever when she was struck by
lightning. She doesn't remember it,
but the zap gave her genius-level math

skills, and she's been homeschooled

ever since. Now, at 12 years old, she's

- technically ready for college. She just
| has to pass 1 more test--middle school!
Lucy's grandma insists: Go to middle
school for 1 year. Make 1 friend. Join 1
activity. And read 1 book (that's nota
 math textbook!). Lucy’s not sure what
a girl who does calculus homework for
fun can possibly learn in 7th grade.
She has everything she needs at home, where nobody can make fun of her rigid routines
or her superpowered brain. The equation of Lucy's life has already been solved. Unless

there's been a miscalculation?

https://kidsbooks.ca/item/reHmVOk]f]SeF-t7mRefAA
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e B .. THE LAST MAPMAKER
CHRISTINA SOONTORNVAT By Christina Soontornvat

Kids’ Fiction

In a fantasy adventure every bit as
compelling and confident in its world
building as her Newbery Honor Book
A Wish in the Dark, Christina
Soontornvat explores a young
woman’s struggle to unburden herself
of the past and chart her own destiny
in a world of secrets. As assistant to
Mangkon’s most celebrated
mapmaker, twelve-year-old Sai plays
the part of a well-bred young lady with

a glittering future. In reality, her father

is a conman—and in a kingdom where
the status of one’s ancestors dictates
their social position, the truth could ruin her. Sai seizes the chance to join an expedition
to chart the southern seas, but she isn’t the only one aboard with secrets. When Sai
learns that the ship might be heading for the fabled Sunderlands—a land of dragons,
dangers, and riches beyond imagining—she must weigh the cost of her dreams. Vivid,
suspenseful, and thought-provoking, this tale of identity and integrity is as beautiful and

intricate as the maps of old.

https://kidsbooks.ca/item/fDcyhWd7_aix8BnYCHo0Vw
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THE EXPLORER
By Katherine Rundell
Kids’ Fiction

Fred, Con, Lila, and Max are on
their way back to England from
Manaus when the plane they’re on
crashes and the pilot dies upon

§ landing. For days they survive alone,
A until Fred finds a map that leads
them to a ruined city, and to a

secret.

https://www.indigo.ca/en-ca/the-explorer/9781481419468.html
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SCYTHE
By Neal Shusterman
Kids’ Fiction

A world with no hunger, no disease,
no war, no misery: humanity has
conquered all those things, and has
even conquered death. Now Scythes
are the only ones who can end
life—and they are commanded to
do so, in order to keep the size of the
population under control.

Citra and Rowan are chosen to
apprentice to a scythe—a role that
neither wants. These teens must
master the “art” of taking life,

knowing that the consequence of

NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLING AUTHOR OF UNWIND

NEAL SHUSTERMAN

failure could mean losing their own.

https://kidsbooks.ca/item/43j-Cz]dMgSVVZ7V6OFjA
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AP JENNIFER CHAN IS NOT
Winner of the Newbery Medal for When You Trap a Tiger : & ALONE
“Glorious writing. . . . ; By Tae Keller

Instantly rela 3 >l
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New York Times

bestselling author of

i | Thanks to her best friend, Reagan,

: Mallory Moss knows the rules of
middle school. The most important
one? You have to fit in to survive.
But then Jennifer Chan moves in
across the street, and that rule
doesn’t seem to apply. Jennifer
doesn’t care about the laws of
middle school, or the laws of the
universe. She believes in aliens—and
she thinks she can find them.

Then Jennifer goes missing. Using

clues from Jennifer’s journals,

Mallory goes searching. But the
closer she gets to answers, the more Mallory has to confront why Jennifer might have

run ... and face the truth within herself.

https://kidsbooks.ca/item/rbwr187WrisAg_lyizAyNg
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GARY D

CAMIDT

THE WEDNESDAY WARS
By Gary D. Shmidt
Kids’ Fiction

Seventh grader Holling
Hoodhood isn't happy. He is sure
his new teacher, Mrs. Baker, hates
his guts. Throughout the school
year, Holling strives to get a
handle on the Shakespeare plays
Mrs. Baker assigns him to read on
his own time, and to figure out
the enigmatic Mrs. Baker. At
home, Holling's domineering
father is obsessed with his
business image and disregards his
family.

As the Vietnam War turns lives
upside down, Holling comes to
admire and respect both

Shakespeare and Mrs. Baker, who

have more to offer him than he imagined. And when his family is on the verge of coming

apart, he also discovers his loyalty to his sister, and his ability to stand up to his father

when it matters most.

https://kidsbooks.ca/item/0Y319VegfrC2STMe01XUfnw
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