
Intro 
●​ Reclaiming Christianity, Episode 2.3: Jesus, Compassion & Politics 
●​ The only Christian podcast where we don’t give a damn who Mike Pence is in a 

room with. 
●​ I’m John Weldy and I’m just a guy (I am no one of consequence) 
●​ With me is my cohost Jennifer Neyhart. Whatcha reading this week, Jennifer? 
●​ Join our community: FB - Reclaiming Christianity, Progressive Theology Book 

Club; johnweldy@gmail.com 
 
 
News 

●​ Reviews since last episode (Jamesbragg) 
https://itunes.apple.com/us/podcast/reclaiming-christianity/id1274327304?mt=2 

●​ Schedule 
○​ Next Month: Audience Response Show, The Universal Christ (Richard 

Rohr) 
○​ May: The Universal Christ (Richard Rohr) 
○​ YOU can be on the podcast! 

■​ Facebook groups: Reclaiming Christianity, Theology Book Club 
■​ FB Page: https://www.facebook.com/reclaimingchristianityshow/ 
■​ Twitter: @johnweldy 
■​ johnweldy@gmail.com 

 
The Book 

●​ Reading: ch3 Jesus, Compassion & Politics  
●​ Key points 

○​ compassion - the central quality of God 
○​ Compassion - a sociopolitical paradigm 
○​ Compassion v mercy 
○​ God as womblike 
○​ Holiness v compassion 
○​ Purity system 
○​ Righteous & sinners 
○​ Be compassionate as God is compassionate 

●​ Ideas from ch6 Images of Jesus & the Christian Life 
○​ “Believe did not originally mean believing a set of doctrines or teachings; 

in both Greek and Latin its roots mean “to give one’s heart to”. The “heart” 
is the self at its deepest level. Believing, therefore, does not consist of 

mailto:johnweldy@gmail.com
https://itunes.apple.com/us/podcast/reclaiming-christianity/id1274327304?mt=2


giving one’s mental assent to something, but involves a much deeper level 
of one’s self.” 

 

○​ There are three “macro-stories” in the Bible: the exodus, the exile and the 
priesthood. Each has their own unique problem (oppression, exile and sin) 
and their own unique solution (freedom, homecoming and acceptance). 

The story that has dominated Western Christianity for centuries is the 
priesthood. That’s fine for people marred by sin, but what of the oppressed 
and exiled? 

The sin story says, “I have wronged another”, but what of those who have 
been wronged? It is true, but not complete. It is the gospel for a powerful 
people. At best, it does not speak to a powerless people. At worst, it 
oppresses them. 

 
 

 
Closing 

●​ What can people find you? 
○​ Jennifer 

■​ Jenniferneyhart.com 
■​ Twitter: @JenniferNeyhart 
■​ Facebook: Jennifer Neyhart 

○​ John 
■​ Facebook: John Weldy 
■​ Twitter: @johnweldy 
■​ Podcasts: Chris & Dad Play Games, Drum Corps AF 

●​ Facebook groups: Reclaiming Christianity, Progressive Theology Book Club 
●​ Find us on Our Bible App, a Bible study app and community for progressive 

Christians. Check it out at OurBibleApp.com 
●​ Leave us a review on iTunes! 
●​ Next Episode: Audience Response 
●​ The most beautiful thing you can ever be is you. 

○​ Do what you love, love what you do. 
 
 
 

 



The politics of Jesus. John & Jennifer conclude a 3-episode series based on Marcus 
Borg’s Meeting Jesus Again for the First Time. Topics discussed include: 
 

○​ Compassion - the central quality of God 
○​ Compassion - a sociopolitical paradigm 
○​ Compassion v mercy 
○​ Holiness v compassion 
○​ The purity system 
○​ The three macro-stories of the Bible 
○​ What does it mean to believe? 

 
Reclaiming Christianity is a book review podcast about God, faith and life. Each episode 
is centered around a book that John & Jennifer love, and contains a reading of a 
section, a review and running commentary. We understand that Christianity is a mess, 
both corporately and personally, but believe it is worth reclaiming. 

Show Notes​
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Tz65VXYttFCm_AihLw0cWKw2sI3OnNt76u63-V
619kk/edit?usp=sharing 

Reclaiming Christianity is available on iTunes, Google Play Music and wherever else 
you get your podcasts.​
 
Join in the conversation on Facebook at 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/reclaimingchristianity/ and  
https://www.facebook.com/groups/403347550080451/ 
 
 
​
 
 
----- 
 

Tonight about 8:30pm EST I will be recording episode 38 of my podcast Reclaiming 
Christianity with panelists Nat Fitzgerald and Shan Edgington. Our topic is encouraging 
dialogue between those who left religion and those who stayed. The conversation 
is shaped by the book “Why I Left, Why I Stayed” by humanist Bart Campolo and his 
father, evangelist Tony Campolo.  

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Tz65VXYttFCm_AihLw0cWKw2sI3OnNt76u63-V619kk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Tz65VXYttFCm_AihLw0cWKw2sI3OnNt76u63-V619kk/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.facebook.com/groups/reclaimingchristianity/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/403347550080451/


To join the discussion, like this page. When we go live a link will appear that will let you 
listen in and join in a chat channel. 

Show Notes​
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1xZZtosqx06ewkjCbr1Snku1eyPSrwWhe2iTIwZq3
8Yg/edit?usp=sharing 

Reclaiming Christianity is available on iTunes, Google Play Music and wherever else 
you get your podcasts.​
 
Join in the conversation and get some FREE books at www.ReclaimingChristianity.net 
 
 
----- 
 

Episode 35: Evolution of the Word, part 1​
Panelists: Jennifer Neyhart, Jason Armold 

●​ The New Testament in the order it was written 
●​ BOOKS 
●​ other 

Show Notes: ​
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1H6kkvS-n-JANKa4_Tj0TN9VGtufnUFJ7aUtBqhttz
cw/edit?usp=sharing​
​
Reclaiming Christianity is available on iTunes, Google Play Music and wherever else 
you get your podcasts.​
​
Join in the conversation and get some FREE books at www.ReclaimingChristianity.net 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1xZZtosqx06ewkjCbr1Snku1eyPSrwWhe2iTIwZq38Yg/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1xZZtosqx06ewkjCbr1Snku1eyPSrwWhe2iTIwZq38Yg/edit?usp=sharing
http://www.reclaimingchristianity.net/
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.reclaimingchristianity.net%2F&h=ATP1G-X4zycS4IPUjpRhaugYFmiFb-nVbSkaFGAV7u3PDLECoQ7EELV8DD_kiysKoRL__VA1APdCSgdTh1UPOLAfKhRcg6A15HJ_4VHmdSbpptmsk8_Lnu3BXlnLapZ2YY8jJ3osPyhXw9EpVAxcBh7G
http://www.reclaimingchristianity.net/


 
OLD 
 
You can support Reclaiming Christianity by becoming a Patron at 
https://www.patreon.com/johnweldy. Patrons help to expand the podcast and other 
programs, and get extra perks such as private hangouts and book studies. Thank you 
for your support! 
 
If you like the show, please leave us a review on iTunes at 
https://itunes.apple.com/us/podcast/reclaiming-christianity/id1274327304?mt=2. 
 
 
Links 
Web: http://www.reclaimingchristianity.net/ 
Email: johnweldy@gmail.com 
Discussion Group: https://www.facebook.com/groups/reclaimingchristianity/ 
FREE Books: http://www.reclaimingchristianity.net/free-books.html 
iTunes: https://itunes.apple.com/us/podcast/reclaiming-christianity/id1274327304?mt=2 
Android: http://subscribeonandroid.com/reclaimingchristianity.podomatic.com/rss2.xml 
Patreon: https://www.patreon.com/johnweldy 
 
 

 

https://www.patreon.com/johnweldy
https://itunes.apple.com/us/podcast/reclaiming-christianity/id1274327304?mt=2
http://www.reclaimingchristianity.net/
mailto:johnweldy@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/reclaimingchristianity/
http://www.reclaimingchristianity.net/free-books.html
https://itunes.apple.com/us/podcast/reclaiming-christianity/id1274327304?mt=2
http://subscribeonandroid.com/reclaimingchristianity.podomatic.com/rss2.xml
https://www.patreon.com/johnweldy


Intro 
●​ Reclaiming Christianity, Episode XX, A Christian, a Muslim and a Pagan at The 

Shack 
●​ Sponsor (https://www.patreon.com/johnweldy) 
●​ The only Christian podcast where the host doesn’t wear pants 
●​ I’m John Weldy and I’m just a guy (I am no one of consequence) 
●​ Talk back: facebook.com/groups/reclaimingchristianity/, reclaimingchristianity.net, 

johnweldy@gmail.com 
●​ (Hey John, Whatcha Readin’?) 

 
This Episode 

●​ Premise 
○​ This episode we are talking about The Shack, but that’s just a jumping off 

point. What we’re really talking about is different conceptions of God. 
○​ Brief review - The Shack - different conception of God 

●​ Guests 
○​ Muzaffar Ahmad, Ahmadiyya Muslim Community 

■​ Introduce yourself, tell a little about your community 
○​ Tamrha Gatti Richardson, Novices of the Old Ways 

■​ Introduce yourself, tell a little about your community 
○​ What is your view on Interfaith initiatives? Why do you participate? What 

have you received from being involved? 
■​ If you really want to dive deep into your religious tradition, spend 

time learning and experiencing other traditions. 
○​ What is a common misconception that Christians have about your 

tradition? 
○​ Who or what is God in your tradition? To you personally? 
○​ What are your thoughts on the typical Christian view of God?  

■​ What parts resonate with you, what parts do not? 
●​ The Shack 

○​ What did you see in depiction of God in The Shack that was different from 
what you have understood of the Christian view? 

○​ How does this view relate to the view of God of your tradition? You 
personally? What parts resonate with you, what parts do not? 

■​ The Divine Feminine 
 
News 

●​ Reviews since last episode (NONE?) 
(https://itunes.apple.com/us/podcast/reclaiming-christianity/id1274327304?mt=2) 

https://www.patreon.com/johnweldy
https://www.facebook.com/groups/reclaimingchristianity/
mailto:johnweldy@gmail.com
https://itunes.apple.com/us/podcast/reclaiming-christianity/id1274327304?mt=2


●​ Sponsor (https://www.patreon.com/johnweldy) 
●​ http://www.reclaimingchristianity.net 
●​ FREE Books: http://www.reclaimingchristianity.net/free-books.html 
●​ The most beautiful thing you can ever be is you. 
●​ Do what you love, love what you do. 

 
 
The lenses through which we see God. John welcomes Muzaffar Ahmad, a Muslim, and 
Tamrha Gatti Richardson, a Pagan, to discuss different views of God. We talk about our 
individual and collective views through the lens of The Shack, the 2008 novel by 
Christian author William Paul Young that has some crying heresy and others connecting 
with God in new ways. 
 
More information on the Ahmadiyaa Muslim community can be found at 
www.trueislam.com 
More information on the Novices of the Old Ways Indianapolis can be found at 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/262760450501221/ 
 
 
About This Podcast 
Reclaiming Christianity is a book review podcast about God, faith and life. Each episode 
is centered around a book that John loves, and contains a reading of a section, a review 
and running commentary. John understands that Christianity is a mess, both corporately 
and personally, but believes it is worth reclaiming. 
 
You can support Reclaiming Christianity by becoming a Patron at 
https://www.patreon.com/johnweldy. Patrons help to expand the podcast and other 
programs, and get extra perks such as private hangouts and book studies. Thank you 
for your support! 
 
If you like the show, please leave us a review on iTunes at 
https://itunes.apple.com/us/podcast/reclaiming-christianity/id1274327304?mt=2. 
 
 
Links 
Web: http://www.reclaimingchristianity.net/ 
Email: johnweldy@gmail.com 
Discussion Group: https://www.facebook.com/groups/reclaimingchristianity/ 
FREE Books: http://www.reclaimingchristianity.net/free-books.html 

https://www.patreon.com/johnweldy
http://www.reclaimingchristianity.net
http://www.reclaimingchristianity.net/free-books.html
http://www.trueislam.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/262760450501221/
https://www.patreon.com/johnweldy
https://itunes.apple.com/us/podcast/reclaiming-christianity/id1274327304?mt=2
http://www.reclaimingchristianity.net/
mailto:johnweldy@gmail.com
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iTunes: https://itunes.apple.com/us/podcast/reclaiming-christianity/id1274327304?mt=2 
Android: http://subscribeonandroid.com/reclaimingchristianity.podomatic.com/rss2.xml 
Patreon: https://www.patreon.com/johnweldy 
 

 

https://itunes.apple.com/us/podcast/reclaiming-christianity/id1274327304?mt=2
http://subscribeonandroid.com/reclaimingchristianity.podomatic.com/rss2.xml
https://www.patreon.com/johnweldy


Future episodes 
 
Universalism, part 2: 

●​ Quaker Universalist Reader #2: Universalism & Religions 
■​ Pp 9-18: Quaker Universalism in a World Religious Setting 
■​ Pp 32-33: What Universalism is Not 
■​ Pp 79-83: Universal Salvation? 

●​ What is “being saved”? 
■​ Pp138-141: Universalism and Interfaith 

 
 
Past Notes 

●​ Nonliteralism in John’s Gospel 
○​ NO PARABLES 
○​ 1:1-5 Birth 
○​ 1:32-33 Baptism 
○​ 1:51 Jacob’s ladder, melding of heaven and earth 
○​ 2:13-25 Cleansing of Temple 

■​ Couldn’t have been at START of Jesus’ ministry! 
○​ 3:3-8 Born again 
○​ 4:7-14 Living water 

■​ 4:31-34 Food 
○​ 6:25-58 Bread of life 

■​ Disciples 6:60-66 
○​ 11:11-14 Lazarus 

■​ Lazarus didn’t exist in the other gospels! 
■​ Parable: Rich man & Lazarus 

○​ 16:16-19 Disciples still don’t understand 
■​ 16:25 THE KEY! 
■​ 16:29-30 Response 

○​ 20:24-26 Thomas 
○​ 21:21-23 John’s immortality 

 
 
 


