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A Life of Jesus in the Catechism of the Catholic Church

Jesus’ circumcision, on the eighth day after his birth, is the sign of his incorporation into Abraham’s
descendants, into the people of the covenant. It is the sign of his submission to the Law and his deputation
to srael’s worship, in which he will participate throughout his life. This sign prefigures that “circumcision
of Christ™ which is Baptism.

The flight into Egypt and the massacre of the innocents make manifest the opposition of darkness to the
light: “He came to his own home, and his own people received him not.” Christ's whaole life was lived
under the sign of persecution. His own share it with him. Jesus” departure from Egypt recalls the exodus
and presents him as the definitive liberator of God's people.

During the greater part of his life Jesus shared the condition of the vast majority of human beings: a daily life
spent without evident greatness, a life of manual labour. His religious life was that of a Jew obedient to the
law of God, a life in the community. From this whole period it is revealad to us that Jesus was “obedient™ to
his parents and that he “increased in wisdom and in stature, and in favour with God and man.”

lesus” obedience to his mother and legal father fulfils the fourth commandment perfectly and was
the temporal image of his filial obedience to his Father in heaven. The everyday obedience of Jesus to
loseph and Mary both announced and anticipated the obedience of Holy Thursday: “Not my will..." The
obedience of Christ in the daily routine of his hidden life was already inaugurating his work of restoring
what the disobedience of Adam had destroved,

The hidden life at Nazareth allows everyone to enter into fellowship with Jesus by the most ordinary
events of daily life:

The home of Nazareth is the school where we begin to understand the life of lesus - the school of
the Gospel. First, then, a lesson of silence. May esteem for silence, that admirable and indispensable
condition of mind, revive in us. . . & lesson on family life. May Nazareth teach us what family life is, its
communion of love, its austere and simple beauty, and its sacred and inviolable character...A lesson
of work. Mazareth, home of the “Carpenter’s 5on”, in you | would choose to understand and proclaim
the severe and redeeming law of human work... To conclude, | want to greet all the workers of the
world, holding up to them their great pattern their brother whao is God. [Pope Paul VI, 1964]

534 The finding of Jesus in the temple is the anly event that breaks the silence of the Gospels about the

hidden years of lesus. Here Jesus lets us catch a glimpse of the mystery of his total consecration to a
mission that flows from his divine sonship: “Did you not know that | must be about my Father’s woark
Mary and Joseph did not understand these words, but they accepted them in faith. Mary "kept all these
things in her heart” during the years Jesus remained hidden in the silence of an ordinary life.

540 Jesus’ temptation reveals the way in which the Son of God is Messiah, contrary to the way 5atan proposes

to him and the way men wish to attribute to him. This is why Christ vanquished the Tempter for us: “Far
we have not a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in every respect
has been tested as we are, yet without sinning.” By the solemn forty days of Lent the Church unites herself
each year to the mystery of Jesus in the desert.

561 “The whole of Christ’s life was a continual teaching: his silences, his miracles, his gestures, his prayer, his

love for people, his special affection for the little and the poor, his acceptance of the total sacrifice on
the Cross for the redemption of the world, and his Resurrection are the actualization of his word and
the fulfilment of Revelation™ (John Faul 1)
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