Political Cartoons Analysis

Identifying the Main Idea
1. To what political event or idea is the cartoon referring?
2. What key person(s) are targeted in the cartoon?

3. How has the artist depicted these people? Are they distorted in any way? Does the artist’s
portrayal of characters cast them in a negative or positive light?

4. Identify and explain any symbols incorporated in the cartoon.

5. ldentify and explain captions, labels, titles and/or speech bubbles. How do these contribute to
the cartoon’s message?

6. What is the message of the cartoon? How is the artist trying to persuade the reader?
7.What impact and/or reaction is the artist attempting to trigger?

Analyzing the Method Used by the Artist

1. How does the method used by the artist effectively convey a political message?

2. ldentify and explain the use of:

a. Juxtaposition (the state of being side by side or close together, in a figurative sense)

b. Irony (the use of words or pictures to express something different from, and often opposite of
their literal meaning)

c. Exaggeration (representation as greater than is actually the case; overstatement)
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Use aof visual metaphor
and exaggeration:

The bood in the workar's
face reinforces the notion
of worker exploitation and
the suppression of
arganisad labour (trade
unions).

The larger European
figure s used to highlight
e rode played by
Waestem-based
conporations in the global
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Symbolism: Mike nams, logo and advartising
sbogan used to highlight the isswe of labour
exploltation In deweloping countries. But the
maessage is more general and indicative — Mike
is nod the only transnational corporation involved
in such practices.

Use of a visual metaphor: Coweared workers
reprasentative of axploited labour in clothing and
footwear factories located in developing countries.

Context: Spors brands such as Mike promote healthvy living but the lives of workers who make the shoes and clothes
in Asia and Latin America are anything but healthy. Problems Include low wages, long hours, verbal abuse,
dangerous working conditions and the denial of the right to lorm Irade unions.

Campaigns such as 'MiksWatch' (mounted by Oxdam) are part of an intermnational campaign to persuade spors
brands to respect workers' rights.
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Political Cartoon Analysis: “The Dime Novel”

EFIE  As o closs, using the questions ond space provided, anolyze the political cartoon below:
GBS Try to find ot least 4 notable ospects of the imoge C circlgor highlight them & onnotote!

The beard reads:

*Today's Proviem:

what to do with
Germany's

colovies?”

A Major issue
after Wil wilson
attempted to
address with his
14 points was to
elimmate mamy of
the territonal
COMCLSSIONS....

The large
textbook reads:
"Make the Werld

Safe for
Pemecrocy” &
the dnapter +itle
s “The Fourteew
Toivts.” wilsaw
believes his 14
Poisrt plan will
help accomplish

this gpal...

The Time Novel
reads: “To the
Victer (pes the
Spoils.” whidn
refers +o the
coMMON reaction
of Victerieus
wations after
war to take
ferritory from
the “losing” side.
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Scor the QR cod for cxoen to the Doa Teoch Cortocn Anchvs Werinest from the Notiordd Archive 2 208

. . SAMPLE FINAL PARACRAPH: )

Fresidot Wosdrow Viilcow aspoamced his Fourteow Point Plan for Ewropeam peace
Janwuary 1416, The Foarteos Pomts ivckaded free trade, open diplomany, arws
reductions, and o rternational organication to settic dispates witheat war, Over
holf of the pomts dealt issocs of wational boarders and wational soverdiamty,
especially for peoples i Eastern Ewrspe. Viileow's plars were +o chmmate maw of
the tamtorial concessions +o the victors typical of peace treatics [*to the victor
belonsy the spoils.”) and allow ivdependence for mamy of the areas wnder iwmperial
comtrel. Tv this way, Wilsow boped to colve e proviems that led o vierld war T,
thus prevewtmg avother European war and, makivg, as Wilsow pit o, "maks the

world safe for dewacraoy”

NOTE: Pime woveks vicre adverture thrillers $hat were popular with children and

eriticited oy paronts and cducators...



