
How to track and increase page views 
for images on the Wikimedia Commons  

Find or create categories of photos you want to track 
Most tools use Commons categories to track images. If you do a mass upload, be sure to 
include a category common to all the images you upload so that you can track usage.  
 
Tracking categories are a “hidden category” --on Commons, see 
Preferences>Appearance>Advanced Options>Show Hidden Categories to make them visible 
 
I made “Images from the Harold B. Lee Library”, which is the category I’ll use in the demos and 
screenshots below. 

Add uploaded images to Wikipedia pages where 
appropriate 

●​ If there is a relevant page 
●​ If your image is a higher-res version of an existing popular image--go ahead and replace 

it with the better image! 
●​ If you know where the photo was taken, it could be added to the page about that location 

(only if there aren’t existing, better images). 
●​ On foreign language versions of a page (visual editor makes this easier). I recently 

added an image of Pitman shorthand to several foreign-language versions of the page. 
You can use GLAMify to find pages on other language Wikipedias that could use images 
that are already being used on your “home” Wikipedia. 

●​ Adding multiple, relevant images to a less-popular page improves the page and adds a 
lot of image views. If you have four images on a page that gets 10 views a month, that’s 
40 images views a month.  

Tools to track page views on the commons 

GLAMorgan  
GLAMorgan shows  

●​ views of pages in a specific category in a given month 
●​ shows page views across different language Wikipedias 

https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Help:Category#Hidden_categories
https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Ijon/GLAMify
https://tools.wmflabs.org/glamtools/glamorgan.html


●​ may over-report for newly added photos (i.e., counting views of a page as views of an 
image before the image was added to the page). However, it counts previous views of an 
image newly added to the category. 

GLAMorous 2 
GLAMorous shows 

●​ Pageviews in a specific category over a single month or a larger interval 
●​ “Global file usage” shows how many images are used in foreign language Wikipedias 

and how many views those images receive 
●​ Shows views across all language Wikipedias under “file usage details” (doesn’t show 

views “per” language Wikipedia like GLAMorgan) 
●​ Can show a graph of daily views over time (under “daily views”)! 

 

Screenshots in case internet is slow 
GLAMorgan 

https://tools.wmflabs.org/glamtools/glamorous/


 
GLAMorous 
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