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Summary: John the Baptist teaches the path of repentance and announces Christ.​
​
Message: This Sunday's Gospel continues last week's focus on John the Baptist and his role 
in preparing the way for Christ. When the crowd begins to wonder if John the Baptist might 
be the Messiah, John interprets his baptism and makes it clear that his ministry is in 
preparation for the Messiah. John the Baptist knows his place and role in God's plan of 
salvation. By encouraging the crowd to act similarly in accordance with their stations in 
life, John's teaching suggests that each person has a role to play in God's salvation. It is the 
great mystery of our salvation that God permits and even asks for human cooperation in his 
divine plans.​
The third Sunday of Advent is also called Gaudete Sunday. Gaudete is a Latin word that 
means “rejoice.” It is a reminder that the Advent season is a season of joy because our 
salvation is already at hand. 

As a Family: As you gather as a family, talk about the preparations your family is making 
during the season of Advent. Reflect together on these activities, not only on what you are 
doing but why you are choosing to do these things. Consider how Advent is a time for 
making ourselves ready to receive Jesus in our lives. Could your family make some changes 
in your Advent activities so that each person is well prepared to celebrate the gift of 
salvation at Christmas?​
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Gospel - The crowds asked John the Baptist, “What should we do?” He said to them 
in reply, “Whoever has two cloaks should share with the person who has none.  
And whoever has food should do likewise.” Even tax collectors came to be baptized 
and they said to him, “Teacher, what should we do?” 
He answered them,  “Stop collecting more than what is prescribed.” Soldiers also 
asked him, “And what is it that we should do?” He told them, “Do not practice 
extortion, do not falsely accuse anyone, and be satisfied with your wages.” 
Now the people were filled with expectation, and all were asking in their hearts  
whether John might be the Christ. John answered them all, saying,  
“I am baptizing you with water,but one mightier than I is coming. I am not worthy 
to loosen the thongs of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 
His winnowing fan is in his hand to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat 
into his barn, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” Exhorting them in 
many other ways, he preached good news to the people. Luke 3:10-18 
 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/3?10

