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 << keep draft on here for writing groups; paste final version onto blog doc after it is revised> 

Spy School Goes South by Stuart Gibbs 

​ Ben Ripley, a 13 yr old spy-in-training, 
wanted to try to end the evil 
organization, SPYDER, but on the plane 
to SPYDER headquarters, they find out 
that their pilot is an evil Spyder double 
agent and they quickly take them out 
and have to try to fly the plane. So, they 
crash land in the middle of a Mexican 
forest. Will Ben defeat SPYDER or die 
trying? 

​ “Spy School Goes South by Stuart 
Gibbs”, uses the theme of, often trust in 
friends will help in bad situations. 

I would rate this book a 8/10 because 
even though the book uses a lot of very 
commonly used spy movie cliches and 

tropes, it is still an extremely fun and edge-of-your-seat book. As a 
warning, they do say some curses, yet some your family may consider to 
be bad because they are mostly very  small curses, also there are 
mentions of graphic blood, guns and other weapons, and terrorism. In 



my opinion, if you really like James Bond movies or stories where 
normal becomes something fantastical, you will probably like this book. 
The story follows Ben Ripley, going to a CIA Spy School. Ben Ripley 
starts out as a normal middle schooler(for the harry potter fans) 

Subject Pitch 

Genius Middle-Schooler becomes spy. 

One Word Pitch 

Spies 

Math Pitch 

Spies + Harry Potter + Mexico = Spy School goes South 


