
Civil Rights & Civil Liberties 
Key Cases 
 
For the quiz on Ch. 4 & 5, Questions 1-8 will come from the list on the website. Question 
8 will be a comparison question as usual. Questions 9-10 will deal with stimuli related to 
the list. For example, regarding the Fourth Amendment, you need to know Mapp. So 
Questions 9-10 might be from a scholarly essay about the exclusionary rule. Questions 
11-12 will be as usual. 
 
In reading the text, pay attention to the general principles the court establishes in these 
areas and the reasoning behind these principles.  
 
Bill of Rights and the States—Gitlow v. New York [see Incorporation pin on class website] 

 
Establishment of Religion— Engel v. Vitale 
​  
Free Exercise of Religion—Wisconsin v. Yoder, Reynolds v. US [see link on class website] 
 
Prior Restraint—New York Times v. US  
 
Obscenity—Miller v. California 
 
Symbolic Speech—Texas v. Johnson, Tinker v. Des Moines 
 
Free Speech and Public Order—Schenck v. US 
 
Freedom of Assembly—Cox v. New Hampshire [see link on class website] 
 
Search and Seizure—Mapp v. Ohio 
 
Self-incrimination—Miranda v. Arizona 
 
Right to Counsel—Gideon v. Wainwright 
 
Right to Privacy—Griswold v. Connecticut 
 
Desegregation—Plessy v. Ferguson, Brown v. Board of Education 
 
Gender Equality—Reed v. Reed , Title IX (It’s not a Supreme Court case, but know it 

anyway.) 
 
Strict vs. Medium Scrutiny—Adarand v. Peña, Craig v. Boren [see link on class website] 
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B7OwvGR6EZg_UlBLVEtUS2dXNms/view
http://www.uscourts.gov/educational-resources/get-involved/constitution-activities/first-amendment/freedom-religion/facts-case-summary.aspx
https://berkleycenter.georgetown.edu/cases/wisconsin-v-yoder
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B7OwvGR6EZg_WEZVS2c2ZEpYS0E
http://www.infoplease.com/us/supreme-court/cases/ar25.html
https://www.oyez.org/cases/1971/70-73
https://www.oyez.org/cases/1988/88-155
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1vdLd_ueLxnWuP_Vhxsi-4_5TFLpjotMy
http://www.pbs.org/wnet/supremecourt/capitalism/landmark_schenck.html
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B7OwvGR6EZg_WWw1cThHdTN4RDQ
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B7OwvGR6EZg_VVY2R251dUstUnc
https://www.oyez.org/cases/1965/759
http://www.pbs.org/wnet/supremecourt/rights/landmark_gideon.html
http://www.pbs.org/wnet/supremecourt/rights/landmark_griswold.html
http://www.pbs.org/wnet/supremecourt/antebellum/landmark_plessy.html
http://www.pbs.org/wnet/supremecourt/rights/landmark_brown.html
https://www.oyez.org/cases/1971/70-4
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1RmHDNiGSM2f9ic3MR_q76t6NJVddq_ZV
https://www.oyez.org/cases/1994/93-1841
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B7OwvGR6EZg_M21sTHNIaEhMemc


Affirmative Action—Regents of the University of California v. Bakke 
 
Second Amendment—McDonald v. Chicago 

https://www.oyez.org/cases/1979/76-811
https://www.oyez.org/cases/2009/08-1521

	Key Cases 

