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1. Numbers 20:1-2

(1) The entire congregation of Israelites
arrived at the wilderness of Zin on the

first new moon. And the people stayed at

Kadesh. Miriam died there and was
buried there. (2) The community was
without water, and they joined against
Moses and Aaron.

2. Rashi on Numbers 20:2:1

The community was without water.
From here (we learn) that for the full 40
years they had the well on the merit of
Miriam. (Taanit 9a).

3. Hiddushei Shmuel, by Rabbi
Shumel Donath, 19th C,
Pressburg, to Bemidbar 20:1

"And Miriam died there and was buried
there." Why was the word "there"
doubled? "She died there...." "And she
was buried there." We have from our
sages (Megillah 15a) "A righteous person
who is lost, is lost [just] to that
generation. It can be compared to a

person who lost a pearl. Every place it is,
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it is called a pearl. So it is only lost to its
owner." Therefore the Torah emphasizes
“she died there...she was buried there..."
for just there she died. And just there she
was buried. But her name and her

greatness continued for generations.

4, "From the Old Collection' to
Bemdibar 20:1-2

"And Miriam died there... there was no
water for the congregation." From here
there is a hint to the custom (in Yoreh
Deah 339:5) to pour out the water in the
vessels of the neighborhood of the
deceased. The ShaKh (Siftei Kohen,
Rabbi Shabtai HaKohen, 16th C.
Lithuania) explains this custom in a
simple and logical way, that it serves as a
kind of sign and announcement
regarding what happened, so that they
will not need to announce it by mouth

and to share bad news.

5. Shulchan Arukh, Yoreh De'ah
339:5

It is a custom to pour out all drawn water
in the neighbourhood of the corpse.
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6. Ba'er Hetev (R. Yehudaben
Shimon Ashkenazi, 18th C.
Germany/Poland) on Shulchan
Arukh, Yoreh De'ah 339:5

"To pour out." Because the angel of
death brings down, with water, a drop of
the blood of death. And the Tashbetz [R'
Shimshon ben Tzemah Duran, 14th-15th
C, Spain/N. Africa] wrote that he saw one
person drink from the water. (For they
were in the house the moment of death,
and when he saw it the sage rebuked him
not to drink the water. And a little while
after he drank the water his soul of the
one who drank departed. And they asked
the sage "What did you see such that you
rebuked him?" He said, "I saw the angel
of death who was rubbing/cleaning his
knife in the water that was in that house
right after person died.")

7. Be'er HaGolah (R. Moshe Rivkes,
17th C. Prague/Lithhuaina) on
S.A. Yoreh De'ah 339:8

In order that they will know that he died,
and they will not announce it by mouth,
such that there would be a "bringing out
of calumny."...And the Abudraham wrote
that there is a hint of this from the Torah:
"And Miriam died there and she was
buried there and there was no water for
the congregation," for they all poured
out their water.
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8. BenIsh Hai (19th-20th C.
Baghdad), Halachot 2nd Year,
Pinchas 10:1

And one must be very careful with water
with respect to the deceased, to pour
out the water that was in the house in
which the person died. And also the
second house and the third house in
every direction of the house in which the
person died. And as the genius the Hid"a
(R' Chaim Yosef David Azulai, 18th-19th
C. Jerusalem/Italy) wrote in chapter 339,
this is the custom of the Holy City. And
this is the custom here in our city
Baghdad. And even to wash your hands
or launder clothes with that water is
prohibited. And if they erred and cooked
or baked with that water, then the dish
and bread are prohibited and one must
sell it a non-Jew. Nevertheless in the
third house they do not prohibit the
bread and the dish, or anything that
would lead to loss...

And the water they prohibited is
specifically the water was on its own, but
if in the moment the deceased died they
were soaking food in the water it is not
prohibited, for anything that has any loss
attached to it the angel of death would
do no damage do. And some say that

even if the water was on its own, but hot,

in a pot on the fire, it would not do
damage to it, and therefore it is not
prohibited and you do not need to pour
it out...

And the Rabbi z"l also wrote that if water
prohibited as a result of the deceased
was mixed with kosher water, it is not
nullified in 60, and all the water is
prohibited.
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