
 

​
Zen holds as a foundational truth that all beings are Buddha Nature; that we are 
interdependent and the suffering of one is suffering that affects us all. Viewing the world 
as a boundless and all-encompassing circle of connection, we realize that no one can be 
left out or left behind.  

We, the members of the Soto Zen Buddhist Association, reject any attempt to oppress 
marginalized groups and treat them as outsiders who do not deserve the same rights, 
opportunities and respect as those in power. 

We are diverse in many ways--sex, gender expression, race, ability, religion--and this is 
our greatest strength, a strength that should be celebrated. Marginalization, oppression, 
and rejection are the antithesis of Zen practice, and we oppose any attempts to make such 
behaviors law or national policy. We oppose the creation of a culture that deliberately 
normalizes marginalization, isolation or oppression of any group. We call for 
compassionate treatment of those who are marginalized and living in fear. 

We must have compassion for all, and we must remember that compassion is wisdom in 
action, and compassion must never lead to apathy or passive acceptance. Therefore, we 
encourage opposition, not based in anger or fear or hatred but arising from our 
bodhisattva vows. We encourage everyone to bear witness to the cries of the world. We 
encourage people to march, write letters, and support organizations working to protect 
suffering beings. We support those who are in danger by building safe spaces or insisting 
that public institutions create those spaces and we encourage others to do the same. We 
offer emotional support and a calming presence to those who are in despair. And we offer 
the practice of Zen to all people as a way to cope with the world as it is. 

​
Signed, 

Dhammadīpā Cardenas, SZBA Board President​
​
Ben Connelly, SZBA Vice President​



Minnesota Zen Meditation Center​
 
Geido Ann Grossman, SZBA Secretary 
Southern Palm Zen Group​
​
Koshin Steven Tierney, SZBA Treasurer​
Oceans Compassion Zen Community​
​
Rakugo Annalisa Castaldo, SZBA Board of Directors 
Soji Zen Center ​
​
Inryū Bobbi Poncé-Barger, SZBA Board member 
All Beings Zen Sangha 
 
Teresa Bouza, SZBA Board member​
Kannon Do Zen Meditation Center​
​
Hogetsu Joan Hoeberichts, SZBA Board member​
Heart Circle Sangha 
​
Myogen Kathryn Stark, SZBA Board member​
Sonoma Valley Zen Group 
 
Kigen Anna Breckenridge, SZBA Operations Manager 
Kannon Do Zen Meditation Center 
 
Jiko Zena Shashu Patton, SZBA Program Coordinator 
Atlanta Soto Zen Center 
 
Chodo Campbell 
New York Zen Center for Contemplative Care​
​
Koshin Paley Ellison 
New York Zen Center for Contemplative Care 
 
Shungen Misha Merrill  
Zen Heart Sangha’ 
 
Myosen River Shannon 
Mountain Rain Zen Community 



​
Enkyo O’Hara 
Village Zendo 
 
Sylvan Genko Rainwater 
Dharma Rain Zen Center 
 
Shinryu Thomson 
Village Zendo 
 
Giuseppe Gyokudo Prisco 
Kannon Do Zen MeditationCenter 
 
Willie Mukei Smith 
Village Zendo 
 
Sosan Theresa Flynn 
Clouds in Water Zen Center 
 
Zenku Jerry Smyers 
Mission Mountains Zen Center 
 
Myozan Ian Kilroy  
Dublin Zen Centre 
Zen Buddhism Ireland 
 
Shodo Spring 
Mountains and Waters Zen Community 
 
Ryumonji Zen Monastery ​
​
Ryoten Mary Lehmann​
Boundless Sky Temple 
 
Nehan Myoshin Tricia Teater 
Udumbara Zen Sangha  
 
Myozen Joan Amaral 
Zen Center North Shore 
 



Gensan Thomson​  
Berkeley Zen Center 
 
Rev. Myoshin Kaniumoe 
‘Alaneo Zendo 
Hilo, HI 
 
Ananda Christopher Modec-Halverson 
Bluestone Zen Practice Community 
Duluth, MN 
 
Dokai Georgesen 
Hokyoji Zen Practice Community 
 
Neal Shorstein, MD 
Everyday Zen 
 
Shoan Ankele 
Zen Mountain Monastery 
Mount Tremper, NY 
 
Josho Pat Phelan 
Chapel Hill Zen Center 
North Carolina 
 
Shoun Dean Williams 
Crooked River Zen Center 
 
Myo-O Marilyn Habermas-Scher 
Clouds in Water Zen Center/ Hokyoji Zen Practice Community 
Minnesota 
 
Eido Frances Carney 
Olympia Zen Center 
Olympia, Washington 
 
Fugan Eugene Bush 
Santa Cruz Zen Center and 
Arcata Zen Group 
California 



 
So’on Jim Hare 
Valley Streams Zen Sangha 
Sacramento, California 
 
Jisan Tova Green 
San Francisco Zen Center 
San Francisco, California  
 
John Ango Gruber 
Soji Zen Center 
 
Steve Weintraub​  
Presidio Hill Zen Group 
San Francisco Zen Center 
San Francisco, California 
 
Mark Eko Morris 
Heart Circle Zen 
 
Kakushin Jill Kaplan 
Zen Heart Sangha 
Woodside, California 
 
Tenzen David Zimmerman 
San Francisco Zen Center 
San Francisco, California  
 
Anthony Nentetsu Yuschak 
Soji Zen Center 
Jisho Warner 
Stone Creek Zen Center 
 
Kenshin Catherine Cascade 
Bird Haven Zendo 
Eugene, Oregon 
 
Zenshin Greg Fain 
Berkeley Zen Center 
 



Geoffrey Shugen Arnold 
Zen Mountain Monastery 
 
Tom Baiten Dharma-Joy Reichert 
Zen Center of Los Angeles/Buddha Essence Temple 
 
Ryushin Andrea Thach 
Berkeley Zen Center 
 
Diane Shoshin Fitzgerald 
Zen DownEast 
 
Max Hokai Swanger 
Santa Cruz Zen Center 
 
Hondo Dave Rutschman 
Berkeley Zen Center 
 
Kyoku Tracey Walen 
Hokyoji Zen Practice Community/Clouds in Water Zen Center  
 
Jaku Kinst and Shinshu Roberts 
Ocean Gate Zen Center, Capitola, CA 
 
Carol Paul 
Berkeley Zen Center 
 
Myoyu Haley Voekel 
Great Vow Zen Monastery 
Clatskanie OR 
 
Amy Kisei Costenbader 
Mud Lotus Sangha 
Columbus OH 
 
Mushin Terris 
Sangha Jewel Zen Center 
 
Cynthia Ryotan Kear 
Great Spirit Sangha 



San Francisco, CA 
 
Branching Streams Advisory Council 
Suzuki Roshi Lineage  
 
Onshin Tim Landry 
Great Vow Zen Monastery 
Clatskanie, Oregon 
 
Adam Dojun Saracusa 
Great Vow Zen Monastery 
Clatskanie, OR 
 
Seidō David Sarpal 
All Beings Zen Sangha 
Washington, DC 
 
Reirin Alheidis Gumbel 
Kokyoan - Milwaukee Zen Center 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
 
Taigen Dan Leighton 
Ancient Dragon Zen Gate  
Chicago 
 
Hōgetsu Laurie Belzer 
Ancient Dragon Zen Gate  
Chicago, Illinois 
 
Hoka Chris Fortin  
Dharma Heart Zen  
Sebastopol/Sonoma County CA​
​
Rev. Joan Jiko Halifax, Abbot, Upaya Zen Center.  
 
Rev. Seiso Chugai Paul Cooper, Ph.D 
 
Domyo Burk 
Bright Way Zen 
Portland, Oregon 



 
Joseph Sauris 
Ancient Dragon Zen Gate 
 
jacob seiryo gendelman 
Yokoji Zen Mountain Center/warwick zen 
Warwick, NY 
 
Zenki Kathleen Batson 
Chapel Hill Zen Center 
 
Nomon Tim Burnett 
Red Cedar Zen Community 
Bellingham, Washington 
 
Daito Steve Weintraub 
Presidio Hill Zen Group 
San Francisco, CA 
 
Rev. M. Denis Lahey 
Hartford Street Zen Center  
San Francisco, CA 94114 
 
Dōshin Mako Voelkel 
San Francisco Zen Center 
 
Shodo Spring 
Mountains and Waters Zen Community 
Faribault, MN 55021 
 
Mark Eko Morris 
Heart Circle Zen 
Hackensack, NJ 
 
Eiko Joshin Carolyn Atkinson 
Everyday Dharma Zen Center 
Santa Cruz, CA 
 
Kakumyo Lowe-Charde 
Dharma Rain Zen Center 



Portland, OR 
 
Busshō Lahn 
Flying Cloud Zen, MZMC 
 
Rengetsu Edie Brown 
Santa Cruz Zen Center 
Santa Cruz, CA 
 
Shoshin Cynthia Ziegler 
Sellwood Soto Zen 
Portland, OR 
 
Eishin Nancy Easton 
Ancient Dragon Zen Gate 
Chicago, IL 
 
Myōshin Kate McCandless 
Mountain Rain Zen Community 
Vancouver, BC, Canada 
 
Jisho Siebert 
Zen Fields 
Ames, Iowa 
 
Kōtatsu John Bailes 
One Heart Zen 
Somerville, MA 
 
Korin Charlie Pokorny 
Brooklyn Zen Center 
 
Jinzu Minna Jain 
Clouds in Water Zen Center 
St. Paul, MN 
 
Jodo Cliff Clusin 
Prairie Mountain Zen Center 
Longmont, CO 
 



Kidō Ian Case 
Ancestral Heart Temple/Brooklyn Zen Center 
 
Jissan Michelle Nicolle 
Bread Loaf Mountain Zen Center 
Middlebury, VT 
 
Shinchi Linda Galijan 
Berkeley Zen Center 
 
Saiho Sandra Laureano 
Centro Budista Zen Soto.PR 
San Juan. PR 
 
Shinren Mark Stone   
All Beings Zen Sangha 
Washington, DC 
 
Sanriki Jaramillo 
Fundación Zen Montañas de Silencio  
Medellín  (Colombia) 
 
Daigaku Rummé 
Confluence Zen Center 
St. Louis, MO 
 
Ted O’Toole 
Minnesota Zen Meditation Center 
Minneapolis, MN 
 
Shin’yu Vitells 
Dharma Rain Zen Center 
Portland OR 
 
Patrick Harrington 
Ancient Dragon Zen Gate 
Chicago, IL​
​
Kyoku Tracey Walen​
Hokyoji Zen Practice Community & Clouds in Water 



 
 


