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Sources Inference  Evidence Explanation  Purpose 
X I can infer that the cause of the 

riot was because of 
____________________.  
 

“the newspaper printed a 
photo of ……”  

This suggests that the 
riot was a result of the 
…… 

This source was 
published to (A) the (A) 
that (M), so that (O)... 

 
 

A 
 

 

    

 
 

B 
 

 

I can infer that the cause of the riot 
was the court. 

Source B states that the 
court declared that Maria’s 
marriage was illegal using 
Dutch law, noted that she 
had “no capacity to become 
a Muslim” and her custody 
went to her birth parents. 

This suggests that the 
riot was a result of the 
court using Dutch law 
as her personal law, as 
well as noting she had 
no capacity to become 
a Muslim and returning 
her to her birth parents. 
Muslims most likely got 
upset at the court’s 
declaration. 

 
This source was 
published as research 
on the Maria Hertogh 
riots at the National 
Library of Singapore so 
that people could be 
educated on the Maria 
Hertogh riots. 

 
 

C 
 

    

1 
 



 
 
 

D 
 

 

I can infer that the cause of the riot 
was caused by the Dutch parents. 

Source D shows that the 
parents said that they never 
allowed Maria to convert to 
Muslim which angered 
many Muslims. 

Therefore it was the 
Dutch parents that 
started this riot. 

This source was 
published to CNA, to 
show people the story 
of this riot. 

 

 

 

Thinking like a Historian 

 Maria Hertogh riots 
(1950) 

Dzakiyyah 

Anti-National Service 
Riots 

(1954) 

Hock Lee Bus Riots 
(1955) 
Ru En 

Chinese Middle Schools 
Student Riots 

(1956) 
 

What caused 
the riot? 
 
 
 
 

 Che Aminah’s supporters 
felt that the British had sided 
unfairly with the Dutch and 

reacted angrily. 

 The Hock Lee Amalgamated 
Bus Company  

 

Where did the 
riot take 
place? 
 
 
 
 

Che Aminah’s supporters 
overturned cars on the 

streets and set them on fire. 

 The bus depot gates  

Who were 
involved in the 
riot? 

The supporters of Che 
Aminah started the riot. 
They also attacked any 

Europeans and Eurasians in 
sight. 

 All the people who were 
fired by the bus company, 

police, students from 
Chinese-medium schools 
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How long did 
the riot last? 
 
 

3 days  One year  

What 
happened 
during the 
riot? 

Cars were overturned and 
set on fire, Europeans and 

Eurasians were attacked, 18 
people had been killed and 

173 were injured. 

 The dismissed people 
blocked the bus gates 

preventing any buses from 
leaving. Police was then 
called to intervene but 
failed. Students from 

Chinese-medium schools 
came to help. This riot lead 

to 4 people dead and 31 
injured. 

 

 

 

 

Reflection 

 Rate intensity by deleting the stars. 
 Maria Hertogh riots 

(1950) 
Anti-National Service 

Riots 
(1954) 

Hock Lee Bus Riots 
(1955) 

Chinese Middle Schools 
Student Riots 

(1956) 
 

Intensity Level 
(out of 5) 

 
“Intensity” could be based 

on the following: 

●​ duration of the 

event  

●​ number of people 

involved 
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●​ how the event 

spread  

●​ impact that 

resulted from the 

event (casualties, 

fatalities and 

damage to 

property) 

Explain why you have 
given this particular rating 
based on the above 
criteria 

  It was fatal  

What did the riot reveal 
about people’s feelings 
towards the government 
in Singapore? 

 

  They felt mistreated   

Did the riot change British 
attitudes or policies? 
 
 

    

Did the riot contribute to 
the people’s desire for 
self-government? If so, in 
what way(s)?  
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