oh
it



M3 ZA=2D BIES MEotd Sl +=E2 EdoUsS2 08l S22 MzElEs =W 4 2E=etol

BHEaIe! 'Z3=10 HHE 22I0re Izl L4100 22 It &3S “ASLUICH o2 el REX E2 eAXEX

HE I, e SH, 0N &3 S &dl gle 722 U0l &= =22 EdoIUE Jteite 222 1S

LIl el E 2H80| It =2 Ml 2 sl 0lAsLICH

otXI2t Chal HIMAF 8& J1=01 SIHE L, 21 =00 et iEH”OI LECTAM, Male &28 A 22 ddES

ZE & SIUASLICE 'GOotiEel O *E’OIEPE E1| gle JlE2 tale 220 SHUl 8o FE0otAl #2H, 251
|& BHE OHLIOIS S Bi MGl ) SEd=S il Z2UE EEHoFD_ UsLICH

Male st 22 SHME S0 ol 26t g2lotl, S2Hel OHdE R ELICH

1.0l tHal= ‘8t= z&Z 2 EIOIHE JtE == A=LICH

GOHiEcl e sl Wet = ZEE L dl=zet =)l &= AMAEYLICH 0l Zote =Rote P&

=cdl0lotE S&0I 50%0 2&otH = FRYLICH Oldde s&= JIE22 'gt= 2&2 EdiOIHE Jtdet'=

EE =7 e IIZ2=010, U A% LS dlEots MAISLICH 20 2ZNUE e = 8le
|ZQ 0 =275t 0248t 27 E MEot= A2 UEIE JI&E =0l (e 222 MOIGHA &L

2. HS OHLIOIS 2 =581 S & F Al

Nt 4320 oil0lA=E F#E6l e, PHUAE S X2t S JHElotl 28 OldiiM &A1t SHE

HEotH EdiOIHES &85 AE JlgE HI%?&%LIEP. B = BHE OHLIOtE2 RUHE SHT 8les %E}O.J
- MY 0ldets 8 8otH 22t tHelE &&0F VAR SLICH J8il H 2= etel HalilA 2061 &

BHES %0l ot= OHLIOIS 0l S20A BiME = 0K LISl E & &0 2d}SLICE Ol Qs ZAE1 HHEOH

Slaloh =2 HLIOtSSl =8t €8S 3o FFot=e LI

3.'AIZ SdI0l A0 HE =38t d & JI=

Zl4 250EE HLH s& V&2 &7 328 deYocte A2, AIE 2FH F=0ol Sd0lotH =2 20l

Cast d=U=S Mot USLILHL 201 AIZE 20l GOBECIAE AMHGH Z2 AN =2 S8

JI=ct= Scl0INS0l EEHC 2 Flet d2YLICHL AN 2HELZ dIdEE 2488 = AIE 20 2HE2=Z

=dI0IottH 2I=X &l tHel =UES 22 Atdot G &elE 0 /JAsLICH 0l d4aotH GOtiEeldE 240l

o= FHSUHAH HEBZS HAFD ASUICH

4. Uicl &€ Sh ArE HIE =Ue d=2d

U= 3R A2 Udl 2d0l RN U2 AE S dAE SS22 SdFA2H, 01 & 2F A0l 'Z3AM2D

HHE 22IoF =UHES 2AC=E MELUICH X0 SL0I =UHE2 242 HES ARot, HE OINL0l =Xt

ottt OHE B2 RAIGHH, & AHE0| 28T = HENMK ZUHEAC=E M2 018 a2l 42 HEO0l 20tLt

Sl=otl) E3EHOH OIRUHB=XE B0l B2HSLICH 0l Halel SE LD MIEE 420k fllEsts SUEt

AFQHFALICH

5'ilE gdal'cte 22 2=

'‘GOotHEcI 2 24832 =20 U= ¥=2 Edold =M e =d 7|2|% MiZotd| ?iof It H0I=E

ZEUE =2 &= 2Z2 EdIOIHE Jtedets HAZ 0= 2F I*oi SefotAl EsLICH =ZXE JtelEA

EIHHOIEE ZFethes 22 =8 £ YLICH 0l2E 2A2 2Et RNS0H eAXE X2 THOIE HAGHI=HE,

Q5ld dl=otn =F @2 Ualets 2AS AUE 2LLILL 012 cL@H 2= FNS0AH &= HHE ==0il CHet

QHE L2 £+ UALW, HHE0 Het 28 STO0IL AR 7H R0 8 =301 =X = ASLICH



M3l ZH2D HHE HLIOIS S 'HHE S M SN 'HHE SAHS'E SBCH 2HES| HIILICH DL 8o A
9 U= [2ILICH OHLIOIS S HHAMIGHD

10
ng
0
o
o
L
=
=
fin
_\E
0
Lo
W o
lo
ot
=
1
- Bt
£
o
2l
89
0
J
o
[
>d

010l Mal= OIS X THal 2tHIX (= ChS 2t 201 220l A& LICH

o SO SEelst'llicl sE'dE JIES 52 23lotl], BEotL gelHel dE JIECE HEGHAAIL
o Ol UiglUt Ctetet RMSS ?I8 UHalctd, ‘A ZAPeE Ul FFAPE Jtcle 85 Ul E HEoHEAIL
o % M3IQ D& % &Y JIE =2 HFU BIE OHLIOH ARLIEIY dAS HIHez 5L
EHEGHE AIL.
Ol 'Z3=2) BHE ZelOtt ME L2 gt= B2 HHES === =011, 2= EdOIHE0l A38S IHE =
Ae U2t E = JUATE M3le S4cl0l A IS FAIDIE 2t=06l LE=ELULIG

20255 63 12€

HA =GO tHE2 AtEot= EdIOIL 1522 2= (6.13 2 OI0IE)

LS (ZAN2CGO HE 82 #5FH, 2023E & 8t= X 79)

1E (EA=2CO HE &= 750, 20243 & &= XF 1)

BXIE ZAZ2CO HHE 7 KFH)

=P/ (ZA2CGO M2 RFH)

& X120l (20222 & Top 16, 348 A= =IHHE)

Yang (2022 2 & Top 8, &= XF 19)

220 (202312 & Top 8, &= X 19))

ZICH (2023 E & Top 24, 23 A= =IHHE)

Zel (20255 & 52 XX 19))

e (212 GBL AIZ 04.11 MIH 11, 20253 & st= XIS 29)

ECH A" (BE 3O 2IHUE)

el CIL 012, 28, HoHEZ, s, Mg, e, LA, B, Godpras, LS5, =&, MOHIHL,
cl, GIlY, MO, S2Y, 27, B21Z0l, 28, XIZ, &, PodukLee, HE0I, - 0H=FI12] &, XtR==HI, Black,

@, A2, JH Lee, HRAUBE, 48, 2, WEH, inje, 2tEZ2AFAHR, 2EFHE, KimSungWoo, =8, =i,
clHA, Eet, ™0l S4, JH, 89evemon, ot1), LI, UA, HZS, MH2H|eH H2, &Xl, |7 =X, Makcha,
HZ, UIOIMZE, 7, &, Hsu513620, Siwon589174, Dependhead, wewe, H2, LIAIZ, 2tH, A2E, &)
OlAIZH 29|, EHEE, 2|2, LiU, UK, SEXY, TAHAL ZOE, LA, L2|X, 012, &2, IIE2H L,
I, Chocopie, I{ {2, N8|, XIZ0l, S0F, MER, &, Help, NamgungYujin, Weeknda, Et0| &, 2=, SE A}
XtS, FrogWorld, &AL, 22, 0IE, newlifesul2, &, C2H2CI4, 127Nai, X 2, Viologist, AtAICH, 25, HE, UE,
F1, EelE, 20=3l, HE26, 2, Is, L I5t=ctR, 0t0let, &0t ItCH22l, s9900s, podomilk, grossestichu,
Dominance00N, XIUHL|, Ceda, Z&EZ=, YimHero, 3%, ZNHBIZIRXA, =2k, Royalgeu, XN, |0+,
Boyscross1, sibayong, Oyellow1234, Raon

[8Y =2 It &0 »] https://forms.gle/qYx8BCnhGK11EEhA


https://forms.gle/qYx8BCnhGK11EEhA9

0K
80



Statement of Concern and Request for Improvement
Regarding the Selection Criteria for Pokémon GO Battle Korea

To Niantic and the Pokémon GO Battle Korea Tournament Officials,

We, the many trainers who love and enjoy Pokémon GO battles, were filled with great excitement and
anticipation upon hearing the announcement of the first official offline battle tournament in Korea:
Pokémon GO Battle Korea. With an unprecedented scale including a dedicated esports arena, live
internet broadcasting, and high-value prizes, the slogan “Crowning the Strongest Trainer in Korea” gave
hope to those of us who have long awaited such an offline tournament.

However, upon the release of the selection criteria and the subsequent issuance of invitations, we were
met with deep concern and disappointment. The unprecedented criterion of using GO Battle League win
rates is fundamentally misaligned with the tournament’s purpose and spirit. Instead of identifying the
most skilled battlers, it unfairly excludes dedicated battle enthusiasts and severely undermines the
fairness of the competition.

We strongly protest the following issues and urgently demand corrective action:
1. This tournament cannot determine the “Strongest Trainer in Korea.”

The GO Battle League (GBL) matches players of similar ratings, and as such, win rates naturally
converge towards 50% regardless of skill level if one plays consistently. Using win rate to identify the
strongest trainer is inherently contradictory and damages the credibility and seriousness of the
tournament. This selection method raises serious doubts about the organizers’ intentions.

2. Disregard for the dedication and passion of battle enthusiasts

While international regions have had multiple opportunities to participate in Regional and International
offline tournaments with live broadcasts, Korean battlers have been confined to online qualifiers for the
World Championships with no offline events or broadcasts. Many have long awaited a chance to prove
themselves on a proper stage. Yet this very first offline event has inexplicably excluded many of the
most dedicated battlers, denying years of commitment and effort.

3. Unfair selection due to the “season play system”

The criterion of selecting the top 32 based on win rate after a minimum of 250 matches inherently favors
players who start playing late in the season and accumulate high win rates against lower-ranked
opponents. In contrast, skilled players who play from the start and reach higher ranks face tougher
competition and are unfairly penalized. There are several reported cases where alternate accounts used
at the end of the season unintentionally received invitations—this is deeply discouraging to players who
participated honestly and consistently.

4. Serious Concerns About Boosting and lllegitimate Invitations

There are growing concerns that some individuals may have engaged in account boosting, climbing
multiple accounts to Legend rank on behalf of others. While it's unclear whether payment was involved,
several of these boosted accounts have reportedly received tournament invitations, despite not being
played by their original owners. In one case, two boosted and invited accounts—allegedly belonging to
the same person—had email addresses differing by only one digit, raising serious questions about why
this wasn’t flagged during the verification process. One of the boosted accounts is also suspected of



cheating. These reports highlight significant flaws in the selection process and raise serious concerns
about the fairness and credibility of the tournament.

5. Contradiction with the stated goal of “battle activation”

The justification that the selection was intended to "promote GO Battle League and provide more
opportunities for more trainers" is completely at odds with the slogan of “crowning the strongest trainer.”
A competition that claims to find the best must not lower the bar arbitrarily. Such a poorly designed
approach not only fails to enhance interest in Pokémon GO esports but may leave the impression of a
low-quality event. It may also mislead international audiences about the true level of Korean battlers and
ultimately fail to attract new players or foster growth.

Conclusion and Demands

We, the passionate Pokémon GO battlers, genuinely wish to see battle participation and community
growth. However, the current selection criteria trample on our passion and risk damaging the very
foundation of the battle community. A tournament that excludes dedicated battlers and relies on criteria
unrelated to actual skill will never sustain a healthy competitive ecosystem.

We therefore strongly demand the following from Niantic and the tournament organizers:

e Immediately revoke the unreasonable "GBL win rate" selection criteria and adopt a fair and
rational system.

e |[f the tournament aims to include a wide range of players, remove the “strongest” label and hold
a separate tournament to determine the top battlers.

e |n future tournaments, actively engage with and incorporate the voices of the dedicated battle
community during planning and decision-making.

We earnestly request that you listen to our voices so that this 'Pokémon GO Battle Korea' can truly
elevate the level of Pokémon GO Battle in Korea and be a tournament that all trainers can take pride in.

June 12, 2025

All 152 Trainers Who Love Pokémon GO Battle (updated: June 13, 2025)

CharmingPOri 1stin 2025 WCS Korea Playoffs)

CharmingPoem GBL World Rank 1 (April 11, 2025), 2nd in 2025 WCS Korea Playoffs)
PandasticHiFive, kimkk8492 (WCS participant)

el C0f 012, 22, =2, sy, Ms, 22, SAAME, B0l Godpras, HE2%, =5, IHOHIHY,
cl, GIle, ML =&Y, 7, W2IE0|, 38, XIE, &, PodukLee, HE0I, - 0HFIte] Y, X481, Black,
U, A2, JH Lee, HIRABE, 46, 2, WL inje, 2t Z2tAFHR, SEFHE KimSungWoo, =8t S b,
eI, 2EL HHOl, 4, JHdl, 89evemon, ot 10, =01, HA MRS, H2HIeH Z2, & Xl, SR X, Makcha,
S, UIOIME, 7, &, Hsu513620, Siwon589174, Dependhead, wewe, H 2, ITIAHIE, 2tH, A8, 38
OlAIZE, 23|, EHEE, RI|2, LILI, Limelll, REXEY, XAAL ZIE, 4!, L2lX], 01F, &2Z, Jt2H %,

TeamNadl| (Pokémon GO Battle YouTuber, 7th in 2023 WCS Korea Playoffs)
G0jjio408 (Pokémon GO Battle YouTuber, 1st in 2024 WCS Korea Playoffs)
GFgarden (Pokémon GO Battle YouTuber)
Dongjagae (Pokémon GO YouTuber)
Buhtti (2022 WCS Top 16, 2022-2024 WCS participant)
JBYang4 (2022 WCS Top 8, 1st in Korea Playoffs)
ROROI1230 (2023 WCS Top 8, 1st in Korea Playoffs)
CharmingChinda (2023 World Championship Top 24, 2023-2024 WCS participant)
(
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