
 

Youth Co:Lab COVID-19 Response: Compilation of Policy Resources 
 For Those ‘Small Enough to Fail’ 

 
The COVID-19 crisis is affecting firms of all sizes - but micro, small, medium-sized enterprises 
(MSMEs) and informal sector workers are particularly at risk. Young entrepreneurs and young 
workers are disproportionately impacted - as the crisis amplifies their existing vulnerabilities. 

Youth Co:Lab-UNDP conducted a rapid survey to assess how youth enterprises in Asia-Pacific 
were being impacted by COVID-19 (see results). In April we reviewed early policy responses 
from across Asia-Pacific relevant to MSMEs and informal sector workers (COVID-19 Policy 
Responses for Those Small Enough to Fail & a longer stocktake of Asia-Pacific examples). 

In this part 2 blog (8th May), we discuss how to structure COVID-19 policy responses to 
support those ‘small enough to fail’ and rebuild our economies in ways that reduce their 
vulnerability in the long run. 

Below we have compiled policy trackers, guidance notes, articles, and other resources which 
we hope will be helpful for practitioners seeking to design policy or programmatic responses to 
mitigate the impacts of the crisis on MSMEs, informal sector workers, and their households. 
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1.​ Latest Forecasts of Global and Asia-Pacific Economic Impact 
 
a)​ IMF World Economic Outlook April 2020: The Great Lockdown [14/4/20]: The IMF 

projects global growth in 2020 to fall to -3 percent (downgrade of 6.3 points since 

https://www.youthcolab.org/
https://www.youthcolab.org/post/young-entrepreneurs-explain-how-covid-19-is-affecting-their-businesses
https://www.youthcolab.org/post/covid-19-policy-responses-for-those-small-enough-to-fail
https://www.youthcolab.org/post/covid-19-policy-responses-for-those-small-enough-to-fail
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1FT4EBcJXzF1x9AkO_U0EchhM0-D5XtGBKu8YD0SxtTE/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.youthcolab.org/post/policy-responses-for-those-small-enough-to-fail-part-2
https://www.imf.org/en/Publications/WEO/Issues/2020/04/14/weo-april-2020


 

January). For the first time since the Great Depression, both advanced economies 
and emerging and developing economies are in recession. Income per capita is 
projected to shrink for over 170 countries. Growth in Asia-Pacific is expected to stall at 
zero percent in 2020 - the worst in 60 years. See Asia-Pacific outlook and 
country-specific forecasts. So far in response to COVID-19, countries have taken fiscal 
actions of $8 trillion. 

b)​ ILO Monitor 4th Edition: COVID-19 and the world of work: The number of hours 
worked in the first quarter of 2020 declined by 6.5 per cent in Asia and the Pacific 
(driven by an 11.6 per cent decrease in East Asia). In the second quarter of 2020 
working hours in Asia and the Pacific are projected to drop by 10 per cent. 

c)​ ILO Monitor 3rd Edition: COVID-19 and the World of Work [29/4/20]: ILO projects 
that in Asia-Pacific the COVID-19 crisis will wipe out ten percent of working hours - 
equivalent to 175 million full-time workers - in the second quarter of 2020. The first 
month of the crisis is estimated to have resulted in a drop of 21.6 percent in the income 
of informal workers in Asia and the Pacific. As of 22nd April, there were 829 million 
informal economy workers in the region in countries with full or partial lockdowns. 

d)​ ILO Brief: COVID-19 crisis and the informal economy [7/5/20]: Almost 1.6 billion of 
the world’s 2 billion informal economy workers are significantly impacted by the 
COVID-19 pandemic, leading to a 60 per cent decline in their earnings.   

e)​ ILO’s series of COVID-19 sectoral briefs, which provide a preliminary assessment of 
the impact of COVID-19 on specific social and economic sectors and industries 

f)​ UN Secretary General - Shared responsibility, global solidarity: Responding to the 
socio-economic impacts of COVID-19: describes the speed and scale of the outbreak, 
the severity of cases, and the societal and economic disruption of COVID-19. 

g)​ UNU-WIDER: Impact of COVID-19 on Global Poverty [8/4/20]: projects that the 
economic fallout from the pandemic could push an additional 368.6 million people in 
Asia-Pacific into poverty (239.8 million additional people in East Asia & Pacific and 
128.8 million additional in South Asia could be pushed under the $5.50 poverty line). 

h)​ The World Bank applies new World Economic Outlook growth projections to PovcalNet 
data, and finds that COVID-19 is likely to cause the first global increase in poverty since 
1998. Projects COVID-19 will push 49 million people into extreme poverty in 2020. 

i)​ APEC in the Epicentre of COVID-19: projects real GDP in APEC will contract by 2.7 
percent in 2020 (down from last year’s 3.6 percent growth), translating to an estimated 
output loss of USD 2.1 trillion. 

j)​ ADB Asian Development Outlook 2020 [3/4/20]: ADB forecast regional growth to 
decline from 5.2% last year to 2.2% in 2020. A longer containment scenario is 
projected to lead to $690 billion losses for China (5% of GDP), and $200 billion losses 
for the rest of LMICs in Asia (2.2% of GDP). See country-specific projections. 

k)​ WTO Trade Forecast [8/4/20]: WTO projects that world trade will fall by between 13% 
and 32% in 2020. Exports from North America and Asia will be hit hardest. 

l)​ UNWTO COVID-19 World Tourism Review [8/5/20]: 100% of destinations worldwide 
have COVID-19 related travel restrictions for international tourists in place and 72% 
have placed a complete stop on international tourism as of 27 April 2020. 

m)​ World Bank April 2020 Economic Update for East Asia and the Pacific [30/3/20]: 
projects growth in developing EAP to slow to 2.1% in the baseline and to -0.5% in the 

https://blogs.imf.org/2020/04/15/covid-19-pandemic-and-the-asia-pacific-region-lowest-growth-since-the-1960s/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.imf.org/en/Publications/WEO/Issues/2020/04/14/weo-april-2020
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---dgreports/---dcomm/documents/briefingnote/wcms_745963.pdf
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---dgreports/---dcomm/documents/briefingnote/wcms_743146.pdf
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---ed_protect/---protrav/---travail/documents/briefingnote/wcms_743623.pdf
https://www.ilo.org/global/topics/coronavirus/sectoral/lang--en/index.htm
https://unsdg.un.org/resources/shared-responsibility-global-solidarity-responding-socio-economic-impacts-covid-19
https://unsdg.un.org/resources/shared-responsibility-global-solidarity-responding-socio-economic-impacts-covid-19
https://www.wider.unu.edu/publication/estimates-impact-covid-19-global-poverty
https://blogs.worldbank.org/opendata/impact-covid-19-coronavirus-global-poverty-why-sub-saharan-africa-might-be-region-hardest
https://www.apec.org/Publications/2020/04/APEC-in-the-Epicentre-of-COVID-19
https://www.adb.org/sites/default/files/publication/575626/ado2020.pdf
https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/pres20_e/pr855_e.htm
https://webunwto.s3.eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/s3fs-public/2020-05/TravelRestrictions-08-Mayo.pdf
https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2020/03/30/east-asia-and-pacific-countries-must-act-now-to-mitigate-economic-shock-of-covid-19


 

lower-case scenario in 2020, from an estimated 5.8% in 2019. In the lower-case 
scenario, poverty is expected to increase by 11 million. See country-specific 
projections. Growth forecast to decline sharply in Malaysia, Thailand and Timor-Leste. 

n)​ World Bank South Asia Economic Focus, Spring 2020 [12/4/20]: projects regional 
growth will fall to a range between 1.8 and 2.8% in 2020, down from 6.3% projected 
six months ago. That would be the region’s worst performance in the last 40 years. 
Worst-case scenario in which the region would experience negative growth this year. 
See country-specific projections. 

o)​ UNCTAD [26/3/20] estimates that the pandemic could cut global investment by 40% in 
2020-21. Commodity-rich exporting countries will face a $2 trillion to $3 trillion drop in 
investment in the next two years. 

p)​ World Bank projects global remittances will decline by about 20 percent in 2020 due to 
the economic crisis [22/4/20] 

q)​ ILO: COVID-19 and the tourism sector: Impact and response in Asia and the Pacific 
[24/4/20]: focus on: Bangladesh, Brunei, Cambodia, Fiji, Mongolia, Myanmar, Nepal, 
Pakistan, the Philippines, Samoa, Sri Lanka, Thailand, Timor-Leste, Viet Nam. 

 

2.​ COVID-19 Socio-Economic Policy Response Trackers 
 
a)​ IMF Tracker of Economic Policy Responses to COVID-19: captures key fiscal, 

monetary, macro-financial and exchange rate measures across 193 countries. 
b)​ ILO Tracker of COVID-19 World of Work Country Policy Responses: captures four 

pillars: Stimulating the economy and employment; Supporting enterprises, jobs and 
incomes; Protecting workers in the workplace; and Social dialogue for solutions 

c)​ Country Social Protection Responses to COVID-19: weekly tracking by Ugo Gentilini 
and World Bank and UNICEF colleagues of country social protection measures in 
response to COVID-19. 

d)​ ILO Monitor of Social Protection Responses to COVID-19 
e)​ OECD Inventory of SME Policy Responses: discusses how SMEs are affected by 

COVID-19, reports early estimates of impact, and provides a preliminary inventory of 
country responses. See also broader OECD Country Policy Tracker. 

f)​ OECD Tracker of Tax Policy Responses to COVID-19: includes breakdown of cash flow 
measures and changes in tax policies for firms & households. 

g)​ IGC Tracker of Economic Support Measures in Response to COVID-19: focus on 
developing countries.  

h)​ Oxford COVID-19 Government Response Tracker: collects 13 indicators of 
government response, including fiscal or monetary measures. 

i)​ Yale School of Management's Program on Financial Stability COVID-19 Financial 
Response Tracker: interventions by central banks, fiscal authorities, and IOs. 

j)​ ODI Country Policy Responses Tracker tracking country fiscal and monetary policy 
responses. 

k)​ ODI Donor Responses Tracker: multilateral, bilateral and private donor responses. 

https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2020/04/12/south-asia-must-act-now-to-lessen-covid-19-health-impacts
https://unctad.org/en/pages/newsdetails.aspx?OriginalVersionID=2313&Sitemap_x0020_Taxonomy=UNCTAD%20Home;#2311;
https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2020/04/22/world-bank-predicts-sharpest-decline-of-remittances-in-recent-history
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---asia/---ro-bangkok/documents/briefingnote/wcms_742664.pdf
https://www.imf.org/en/Topics/imf-and-covid19/Policy-Responses-to-COVID-19
https://www.ilo.org/global/topics/coronavirus/country-responses/lang--en/index.htm
http://www.ugogentilini.net/
https://www.social-protection.org/gimi/ShowWiki.action?id=3417
https://read.oecd-ilibrary.org/view/?ref=119_119680-di6h3qgi4x&title=Covid-19_SME_Policy_Responses
http://www.oecd.org/coronavirus/en/#country-tracker
https://www.oecd.org/tax/tax-policy/covid-19-tax-policy-and-other-measures.xlsm
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1s46Oz_NtkyrowAracg9FTPYRdkP8GHRzQqM7w6Qa_2k/edit?ts=5e836726#gid=0
https://www.bsg.ox.ac.uk/research/research-projects/oxford-covid-19-government-response-tracker
https://som.yale.edu/faculty-research-centers/centers-initiatives/program-on-financial-stability/covid-19-crisis
https://som.yale.edu/faculty-research-centers/centers-initiatives/program-on-financial-stability/covid-19-crisis
https://set.odi.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Country-fiscal-and-monetary-policy-responses-to-coronavirus_as-of-2-April2020.pdf
https://set.odi.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Donor-responses_as-of-April-2020.pdf


 

l)​ IMF Lending Tracker: tracking emergency assistance under the Rapid Credit 
Facility, Rapid Financing Instrument, and debt relief grants financed by the Catastrophe 
Containment and Relief Trust. See Nepal and Solomon Islands approved in APAC. 

m)​ Observatory for Public Sector Innovation (OPSI) tracker: submissions of innovative 
government responses / public sector innovation responses  to the COVID-19 crisis. 

n)​ Green Equitable COVID-19 Stimulus / Recovery Plans Tracker: examples of recovery 
plans that could also produce benefits in equity and climate change mitigation. 

o)​ Vivid Economics Greenness of Stimulus Index: examines 11 major economies to 
assess the green vs. brown orientation of their stimulus funding. 

p)​ UNDP Regional Innovation Centre for Asia-Pacific Innovation Dividend series: 
capturing government innovations related to COVID-19 as they emerge. 

q)​ Open Government Partnership Tracker of Open Government approaches to COVID 
r)​ International Trade Centre Tracker of COVID-19 Temporary Trade Measures: 

tracking temporary import measures and temporary export measures. 
s)​ COVID-19 Economic Stimulus Index: tracks COVID-19 fiscal, monetary and exchange 

rate policy measures and creates a combined Economic Stimulus Index 
t)​ PwC Tracker of Tax, Legal and Economic Measures in response to COVID-19 
u)​ Coronavirus Tech Handbook: crowdsourced library of tools and resources, includes 

government responses by country 
v)​ Stocktake of Asia-Pacific policy responses to mitigate the impacts of the crisis on 

MSMEs and the self-employed gathered by Youth Co:Lab (as of 9th April) 
 

3.​ Overall Guidance on Policy Measures to Mitigate Impacts on MSMEs and Self-Employed 
 
a)​ The Social and Economic Impact of COVID-19 in the Asia-Pacific Region: Position 

Note by UNDP Asia Pacific Economist Network [28/4/20]: see also highlights here. 
b)​ UN framework for the immediate socio-economic response to COVID-19: Includes 

Protecting Jobs, Small and Medium-Sized Enterprises, and Informal Sector Workers 
c)​ ILO Brief: COVID-19 crisis and the informal economy: Immediate responses and 

policy challenges [7/5/20] 
d)​ Interventions to support enterprises during the COVID-19 pandemic and recovery 

(ILO) [16/4/20] 
e)​ Mitigating the COVID Economic Crisis: Act Fast and Do Whatever It Takes [18/3/20]: 

CEPR/Vox e-book with recommendations from leading economists. 
f)​ World Bank Blog Series on Confronting the Jobs Impacts of COVID-19: topics 

include support to firms, wage subsidies, unemployment insurance, cash transfers. 
g)​ Managing the Employment Impacts of the COVID-19 Crisis [29/3/20]: World Bank 

draft note discussing short-term policy options (see also blog series above). 
h)​ ITC: Policies to Support Micro and Small Businesses Hit by COVID-19 [2/4/20]: 

recommendations including concessional financing, tax reductions and grants, 
employment incentives, technical assistance and regulatory measures. 

i)​ ITC: How can we help small businesses affected by the COVID-19 crisis? [7/4/20]: 
Includes threats MSMEs face and suggestions for recovery measures. 

https://www.imf.org/en/Topics/imf-and-covid19/COVID-Lending-Tracker?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://oecd-opsi.org/covid-response/
https://www.climateinteractive.org/ci-topics/green-equitable-stimulus-plans/
https://www.vivideconomics.com/casestudy/greenness-for-stimulus-index/
https://medium.com/@undp.ric/covid-19-and-the-innovation-dividend-d36c922f8df7
https://www.opengovpartnership.org/collecting-open-government-approaches-to-covid-19/
https://macmap.org/covid19
http://web.boun.edu.tr/elgin/COVID.htm
https://www.pwc.com/gx/en/services/tax/navigate-the-tax-measures-in-response-to-Covid-19.html
https://coronavirustechhandbook.com/home
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1FT4EBcJXzF1x9AkO_U0EchhM0-D5XtGBKu8YD0SxtTE/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/librarypage/crisis-prevention-and-recovery/the-social-and-economic-impact-of-covid-19-in-asia-pacific.html
https://undpasiapac.exposure.co/covid19-impact
https://unsdg.un.org/resources/un-framework-immediate-socio-economic-response-covid-19
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---ed_protect/---protrav/---travail/documents/briefingnote/wcms_743623.pdf
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---ed_protect/---protrav/---travail/documents/briefingnote/wcms_743623.pdf
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---ed_emp/---emp_ent/documents/publication/wcms_741870.pdf
https://voxeu.org/content/mitigating-covid-economic-crisis-act-fast-and-do-whatever-it-takes
https://www.jobsanddevelopment.org/confronting-the-jobs-impacts-of-covid-19-coronavirus/
https://www.jobsanddevelopment.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Managing-employment-impacts-Covid-19-30March2020.pdf
http://www.intracen.org/covid19/blogs/A-variety-of-policies-to-support-micro-and-small-businesses-hit-by-COVID-19/
http://www.intracen.org/covid19/Blogs/How-can-we-help-small-business-affected-by-the-COVID-19-crisis/


 

j)​ ITC: From shutdown to recovery: unraveling the impact of COVID-19 on small 
firms [27/3/20] 

k)​ ILO: Which policies can help small businesses withstand COVID-19 [16/4/20] 
l)​ ADB: Three ways to support businesses and their workers during a pandemic [April 

2020] 
m)​ IMF: A Post-Coronavirus Recovery in Asia—Extending a “Whatever it Takes” Lifeline 

to Small Businesses [23/4/20]: discusses special purpose vehicles to facilitate new 
working capital loans to small and mid-sized firms. 

n)​ What can low-income countries do to provide relief for the poor and the vulnerable 
during the COVID-19 pandemic? [19/3/20]: guidance on targeting of social protection 
systems (especially cash transfers) to the vulnerable in low-income countries. 

o)​ Tony Blair Institute for Global Change Economic Response Guide for Developing 
Economies [3/4/20] Includes policy options for protecting livelihoods. 

p)​ International Growth Centre COVID-19 guidance note: Containment strategies and 
support for vulnerable households: Includes policy response: Supporting vulnerable 
households. 

q)​ IMF Fiscal Monitor: Policies to Support People During the COVID-19 Pandemic 
[6/4/20]: So far, countries have taken fiscal actions amounting to $8 trillion. Includes 
principles for guiding choice of instruments to support firms and households. 

r)​ World Bank: Macroeconomic Policy in the Time of COVID-19: A Primer for 
Developing Countries [26/3/20]: includes guidance on relief and recovery measures - 
including loan guarantees, direct lending, tax holidays, and direct cash payments. 

s)​ World Bank: Assessing the impact and policy responses in support of private-sector 
firms in the context of the COVID-19 pandemic [26/3/20]: includes instruments to 
reach informal firms and MSMEs 

t)​ IMF Blog - Fiscal Policies to Contain the Damage from COVID 
u)​ Tony Blair Institute for Global Change Economic Considerations for Health 

Response Options in Developing Countries [24/4/20]: Includes framework 
differentiated by industry, also looking at economic vulnerability of workers. 

 

4.​ Guidance on Tax-Specific Measures (see also section 3) 
 

a)​ IFS – The Tax Policy Response to Coronavirus Should Aim at Targeted Support, Not 
Broad-Based Stimulus, Especially in Low- and Middle-Income Countries [27/3/20]: 
Guidance on targeted tax policies for LMICs. 

b)​ How tax officials in lower-income countries can respond to the coronavirus 
pandemic (ODI) 

c)​ OECD Tax and Fiscal Policy in Response to the Coronavirus Crisis [15/4/20] 
d)​ International Centre for Tax and Development webinar on Covid-19 and the 

informal economy [16/4/20]: COVID-19 responses related to informal economy. 
 
 
5.​ Guidance on Social Protection-Specific Measures (see also section 3) 

 

http://www.intracen.org/covid19/blogs/from-shutdown-to-recovery/
http://www.intracen.org/covid19/blogs/from-shutdown-to-recovery/
https://iloblog.org/2020/04/16/which-policies-can-help-small-businesses-withstand-covid-19/
https://blogs.adb.org/three-ways-to-support-businesses-and-their-workers-during-pandemic
https://blogs.imf.org/2020/04/23/a-post-coronavirus-recovery-in-asia-extending-a-whatever-it-takes-lifeline-to-small-businesses/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://blogs.imf.org/2020/04/23/a-post-coronavirus-recovery-in-asia-extending-a-whatever-it-takes-lifeline-to-small-businesses/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://blogs.worldbank.org/impactevaluations/what-can-low-income-countries-do-provide-relief-poor-and-vulnerable-during-covid?CID=WBW_AL_BlogNotification_EN_EXT?cid=SHR_BlogSiteShare_EN_EXT
https://blogs.worldbank.org/impactevaluations/what-can-low-income-countries-do-provide-relief-poor-and-vulnerable-during-covid?CID=WBW_AL_BlogNotification_EN_EXT?cid=SHR_BlogSiteShare_EN_EXT
https://institute.global/sites/default/files/inline-files/Tony%20Blair%20Institute%2C%20Economic%20Response%20Guide%20for%20Developing%20Economies%20%28EN%29.pdf
https://institute.global/sites/default/files/inline-files/Tony%20Blair%20Institute%2C%20Economic%20Response%20Guide%20for%20Developing%20Economies%20%28EN%29.pdf
https://www.theigc.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/IGC-policy-guidance-note-April-2020.pdf
https://www.theigc.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/IGC-policy-guidance-note-April-2020.pdf
https://www.imf.org/en/Publications/FM/Issues/2020/04/06/fiscal-monitor-april-2020
http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/951811585836124198/pdf/Macroeconomic-Policy-in-the-Time-of-COVID-19-A-Primer-for-Developing-Countries.pdf
http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/951811585836124198/pdf/Macroeconomic-Policy-in-the-Time-of-COVID-19-A-Primer-for-Developing-Countries.pdf
http://pubdocs.worldbank.org/en/879461586478617078/COVID-19-Outbreak-Support-to-Firms.pdf
http://pubdocs.worldbank.org/en/879461586478617078/COVID-19-Outbreak-Support-to-Firms.pdf
https://blogs.imf.org/2020/04/15/fiscal-policies-to-contain-the-damage-from-covid-19/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://institute.global/sites/default/files/inline-files/Tony%20Blair%20Institute%2C%20Economic%20Considerations%20of%20Health%20Response%20Options.pdf
https://institute.global/sites/default/files/inline-files/Tony%20Blair%20Institute%2C%20Economic%20Considerations%20of%20Health%20Response%20Options.pdf
https://www.ifs.org.uk/publications/14777
https://www.ifs.org.uk/publications/14777
https://www.odi.org/sites/odi.org.uk/files/resource-documents/200304_tax_corona_lt_ec_0.pdf
https://www.odi.org/sites/odi.org.uk/files/resource-documents/200304_tax_corona_lt_ec_0.pdf
http://www.oecd.org/tax/tax-policy/tax-and-fiscal-policy-in-response-to-the-coronavirus-crisis-strengthening-confidence-and-resilience.htm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QVPPkOaOJDc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QVPPkOaOJDc


 

a)​ Social Protection Response to the COVID-19 Crisis: Options for Developing 
Countries (ECONFIP) [April 2020]: overview of the policies that could form a 
comprehensive social protection strategy in LMICs, with examples from recent days. 

b)​ Cushioning the Poor from the COVID-19 Shock (Hanna, Olken) [15/4/20]: advice to 
resource-constrained governments to design most effective and efficient programs. 

c)​ How Can Social Protection Systems Respond to the COVID-19 Crisis (webinar) 
[7/4/20] 

d)​ Using What You Have to Scale up Payments for COVID Response: Early Indications 
from South Asia (CGD) [24/4/20] 

e)​ Gender-sensitive social protection: A critical component of the COVID-19 response 
in low- and middle-income countries (IFPRI) 

f)​ How Can Cash Transfers Support Informal-Sector Workers in the COVID-19 
(Coronavirus) Crisis? (World Bank) 

g)​ CGD Webinar: Cash Transfers for COVID-19 in Low- and Middle-Income Countries 
[16/4/20] 

h)​ CGD: Can We Use Digital Technology to Cushion the Pandemic’s Blow—and in the 
Longer Run, Deliver on the SDGs? [31/3/20]: blog post on report (next) 

i)​ CGD: As Governments Turn to Digital Payments to Cushion Coronavirus’s Blow, New 
Report Finds Many Developing Countries Not Ready [31/3/20] (full report) 

j)​ COVID:19: How Countries Can Use Digital Payments for Better, Quicker Cash 
Transfers (CGD) [6/4/20] 

k)​ Responding to crisis with digital payments for social protection: Short-term 
measures with long-term benefits [31/3/20] 

l)​ 5 Lessons for Using Universal Basic Income During a Pandemic [13/3/20] 
m)​ How to Maximise the Impact of Cash Transfers, During and After COVID-19: 

[1/4/20] lessons from behavioural science to inform design of cash transfer schemes. 
n)​ The digital safety net: citizens and technology in the age of COVID-19 [9/4/20]: ODI 

webinar on the digital safety net and how tech is being used in COVID-19 response. 
o)​ The Transfer Project: Cash Transfers and COVID-19 resource page 
p)​ Better than Cash Alliance 
q)​ Exploring universal basic income: lessons for COVID-19 response and beyond 

[31/3/20] (Social Protection webinar) 
r)​ Universal basic income is the answer to the inequalities exposed by COVID-19 

[17/4/20] 
s)​ Issue Brief - Universal Basic Income – Findings from China & Implications for 

Responses in COVID-19 [10/4/20]: reviews previous research on UBI in China, as well 
as the potential for applications of UBI as a policy option for COVID-19 recovery. 

 
 
6.​ Surveys Measuring Impact on MSMEs 

 
a)​ Presentation on SME Impact Assessments (Connecting Business initiative) [19/5/20] 
b)​ COVID-19’s Impact on China’s Small and Medium-sized Businesses: results of the 

ESIEC Peking University nationwide survey in China, see also here and here. See also 
IFPRI blog here.  

https://econfip.org/policy-brief/social-protection-response-to-the-covid-19-crisis-options-for-developing-countries/
https://econfip.org/policy-brief/social-protection-response-to-the-covid-19-crisis-options-for-developing-countries/
https://www.project-syndicate.org/commentary/covid19-protecting-poor-developing-countries-by-rema-hanna-and-benjamin-a-olken-2020-04
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KIifmG1NYMs
https://www.cgdev.org/blog/using-what-you-have-scale-payments-covid-response-early-indications-south-asia
https://www.cgdev.org/blog/using-what-you-have-scale-payments-covid-response-early-indications-south-asia
https://www.ifpri.org/publication/gender-sensitive-social-protection-critical-component-covid-19-response-low-and-middle
https://www.ifpri.org/publication/gender-sensitive-social-protection-critical-component-covid-19-response-low-and-middle
https://www.jobsanddevelopment.org/how-can-cash-transfers-support-informal-sector-workers-in-the-covid-19-coronavirus-crisis/
https://www.jobsanddevelopment.org/how-can-cash-transfers-support-informal-sector-workers-in-the-covid-19-coronavirus-crisis/
https://www.cgdev.org/event/online-event-cash-transfers-covid-19-low-and-middle-income-countries
https://www.cgdev.org/blog/can-we-use-digital-technology-cushion-pandemics-blow-and-deliver-sdgs
https://www.cgdev.org/blog/can-we-use-digital-technology-cushion-pandemics-blow-and-deliver-sdgs
https://www.cgdev.org/sites/default/files/citizens-and-states-how-can-digital-id-and-payments-improve-state-capacity.pdf
https://www.cgdev.org/sites/default/files/citizens-and-states-how-can-digital-id-and-payments-improve-state-capacity.pdf
https://www.cgdev.org/blog/covid-19-how-countries-can-use-digital-payments-better-quicker-cash-transfers
https://www.cgdev.org/blog/covid-19-how-countries-can-use-digital-payments-better-quicker-cash-transfers
https://blogs.worldbank.org/voices/responding-crisis-digital-payments-social-protection-short-term-measures-long-term-benefits
https://blogs.worldbank.org/voices/responding-crisis-digital-payments-social-protection-short-term-measures-long-term-benefits
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/future-development/2020/03/13/5-lessons-for-using-universal-basic-income-during-a-pandemic/
https://www.worldpoliticsreview.com/articles/28645/how-to-maximize-the-impact-of-cash-transfers-during-and-after-covid-19
https://www.odi.org/events/16808-digital-safety-net-citizens-technology-in-age-of-covid-19
https://transfer.cpc.unc.edu/cash-transfers-covid-19/
https://www.betterthancash.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HixU5wUB1xg&feature=youtu.be
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2020/04/covid-19-universal-basic-income-social-inequality/
https://www.cn.undp.org/content/china/en/home/library/innovation-/issue-brief---universal-basic-income--findings-from-china---impl.html
https://www.cn.undp.org/content/china/en/home/library/innovation-/issue-brief---universal-basic-income--findings-from-china---impl.html
https://www.connectingbusiness.org/system/files/2020-05/SME%20impact%20assessments%20webinar%2019%20May%202020.pdf
https://www.cgdev.org/publication/impact-coronavirus-chinas-smes-findings-from-esiec
https://www.cgdev.org/publication/reconciling-sme-production-china-coronavirus-control
https://www.cgdev.org/blog/covid-19s-impact-chinas-small-and-medium-sized-businesses
https://www.ifpri.org/blog/covid-19s-impact-chinas-small-and-medium-sized-businesses


 

c)​ Survey Instrument for Measuring the Impact of Coronavirus on SMEs: originally 
used for the national SME survey in China led by ESIEC Peking University (above), now 
available in other languages. 

d)​ UNDP COVID-19 MSME Impact Survey (prototype): UNDP digital survey to assess 
impacts of the COVID-19 crisis on MSMEs.  

e)​ Assessment Report on Impact of COVID-19 Pandemic on Chinese Enterprises 
[7/4/20] (UNDP) 

f)​ Results of Youth Co:Lab Survey on the Impacts of COVID-19 on Young 
Entrepreneurs in Asia-Pacific: impacts on and responses by young entrepreneurs in 
Asia-Pacific. 

g)​ ILO Global Survey on Youth Employment and COVID-19: ILO and partners of the 
Global Initiative on Decent Jobs for Youth are conducting a survey on the impact of the 
COVID-19 pandemic on youth and the world of work (launching 20th April) 

h)​ ITC’s Youth & Trade Programme survey on challenges and opportunities for young 
entrepreneurs in Covid-19 

i)​ Business Call to Action (BCtA) Survey on Business Impact and Response to 
COVID-19 

j)​ Business for Goals Survey on Impact of COVID-19 on Enterprises and Needs  
k)​ Survey on supporting MSMEs in the Philippines during the COVID-19 Pandemic: 

Philippines Disaster Resilience Foundation (Connecting Business Initiative - see below). 
l)​ UNDP Philippines Survey on the Impact of COVID-19 on the MSME Value Chain: 

survey to understand the impact of the COVID-19 lockdown on MSME value chains. 
m)​ UN Women / WeEmpowerAsia Survey on Effects of COVID-19 on Women 

Entrepreneurs: survey targeting SMEs, accelerators/incubators, investors. 
n)​ (Startups) Startup Genome Impact of COVID-19 on Global Startup Ecosystems: 

Global Startup Survey [16/4/20]: 42% of startups have 3 months or fewer of runway.  
o)​ J-PAL Best Practices for Conducting Phone Surveys 

 
 

 
7.​ Leave No One Behind 
 
Measures to mitigate impacts on women, youth, migrants, informal sector workers, people with 
disabilities, other marginalized groups 

 
a)​ UN Policy Brief: The Impact of COVID-19 on Women [9/4/20]: UN Secretary-General 

policy brief, explores how women and girls’ lives are changing in face of COVID-19, and 
outlines priority measures for immediate response and longer-term recovery efforts. 

b)​ Gender-sensitive social protection: A critical component of the COVID-19 response 
in low- and middle-income countries (IFPRI) 

c)​ World Bank: Gender Implications of the COVID-19 Pandemic [16/4/20]: Includes 
section on gender implications for economic conditions and suggestions of targeted 
measures to help self-employed women. 

https://www.cgdev.org/blog/measuring-impact-coronavirus-global-smes-survey-instrument-chinese-english-and-spanish
https://ee.humanitarianresponse.info/x/#aEwEM9Bh
https://www.cn.undp.org/content/china/en/home/library/crisis_prevention_and_recovery/assessment-report-on-impact-of-covid-19-pandemic-on-chinese-ente.html
https://www.youthcolab.org/young-entrepreneurs-explain-how-cov
https://www.youthcolab.org/young-entrepreneurs-explain-how-cov
https://www.ilo.org/employment/areas/youth-employment/WCMS_740745/lang--en/index.htm
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/7WJY36F
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/7WJY36F
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/9B75L9C
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/9B75L9C
https://www.business4goals.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/B4G-Covid-19-survey-ENG.pdf
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeWAj-u3IR2ElBEyceYM2tjRIDOlBrTkTW20ZDP3DH9t1bk8Q/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeDP3xvTWzOWJ4qwkyGRqsWmUJlBN_SVjcydCCWudFpmTu-mg/viewform?fbclid=IwAR1S_aC3LR1Pb0DiiChJCc6dIUl23SHlpoJV7axeOuDdALikdJwHjdLq4Q8
https://www.research.net/r/unwomenweasurvey
https://www.research.net/r/unwomenweasurvey
https://startupgenome.com/blog/covid19-insights-global-startup-survey
https://startupgenome.com/blog/covid19-insights-global-startup-survey
https://www.povertyactionlab.org/blog/3-20-20/best-practices-conducting-phone-surveys
https://www.unwomen.org/-/media/headquarters/attachments/sections/library/publications/2020/policy-brief-the-impact-of-covid-19-on-women-en.pdf?la=en&vs=1406
https://www.ifpri.org/publication/gender-sensitive-social-protection-critical-component-covid-19-response-low-and-middle
https://www.ifpri.org/publication/gender-sensitive-social-protection-critical-component-covid-19-response-low-and-middle
http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/618731587147227244/pdf/Gender-Dimensions-of-the-COVID-19-Pandemic.pdf


 

d)​ COVID-19 and Informal Workers (WIEGO): includes rapid assessment of impacts 
of COVID-19 on informal workers. 

e)​ Impacts of the COVID-19 crisis on employment: (potential) solutions for informal/ 
self-employed workers [21/4/20]: WIEGO and ILO webinar - slides here. 

f)​ The Economic Impacts of COVID-19 and Gender Inequality: Recommendations for 
Policymakers (UNDP LAC) [17/4/20]: offer 3 inc. targeting women-owned MSMEs. 

g)​ The First 100 Days of the COVID-19 Outbreak in Asia and the Pacific: A Gender Lens 
(UN Women): snapshot of the gender dimensions of the socio-economic impacts. 

h)​ Guidance Note for Action: Supporting SMEs to Ensure the Economic COVID-19 
Recovery is Gender-Responsive and Inclusive (UN Women): shows how the barriers 
women entrepreneurs already face in starting and retaining a business are likely to 
increase in the aftermath of COVID-19. 

i)​ Guidance Note for Action: Women as a Force for Accelerated and Inclusive 
Economic Recovery Post-COVID-19 in Asia-Pacific (UN Women): provides 
recommendations on gender-responsive approach to post-pandemic challenges. 

j)​ The impacts of COVID-19 on people with disabilities: a rapid review [6/4/20]: SDD 
response to DFID Disability Inclusion Helpdesk Query.  Assesses primary and 
secondary impacts of COVID-19 pandemic on people with disabilities. 

k)​ How Will COVID-19 Affect Women and Girls in Low- And Middle-Income Countries? 
(CGD) [16/3/20]:  In addition to the many other gendered impacts of COVID-19, the 
economic crisis is expected to affect women and girls disproportionately, on top of 
exacerbating women’s unpaid care work burden. 

l)​ Young Workers Will Be Hard Hit By COVID-19’s Economic Fallout [15/4/20] (Decent 
Jobs for Youth / ILO) 

m)​ Playing the Long Game: How a Gender Lens Can Mitigate Harm Caused by 
Pandemics (CGD) [18/3/20] 

n)​ Coronavirus: Five ways virus upheaval is hitting women in Asia (BBC) [8/3/20] 
o)​ Inter-Agency Standing Committee: Gender Alert for COVID-19 Outbreak (IASC) 

[March 2020] 
p)​ Supporting vulnerable temporary workers and businesses coping with coronavirus 

challenges (World Bank blog) [8/4/20] 
q)​ A Majority of India’s Poor Women May Miss COVID-19 PMJDY Cash Transfers (Yale 

Economic Growth Center) [17/4/20]: combines PMJDY ownership reports and data 
from the nationally representative 2018 Financial Inclusion Insights Survey. 

r)​ Key considerations: COVID-19 in informal urban settlements (IDS) [March 2020] 
s)​ COVID-19, Gender Equality and Private Sector [15/4/20]: Webinar including Business 

for Gender Equality, Business Call to Action, Connecting Business Initiative, IFC. 

 

8.​ Data Resources / Research 
 
a)​ Global Partnership for Sustainable Development Data COVID-19 Data Resources: 

round-up of resources – including data, dashboards, visualisations, maps, and tools. 
b)​ World Bank COVID-19 Related Datasets: includes datasets on policy measures taken 

at country-level in support of the financial sector; and jobs indicators. 

https://www.wiego.org/covid19crisis
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_B-8UkhTNwI&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_B-8UkhTNwI&feature=youtu.be
https://socialprotection.org/sites/default/files/publications_files/Webinar%20Presentation%2021%2004%202020.pdf
http://americalatinagenera.org/newsite//images/cdr-documents/2020/04/PNUD_GENERO_COVID19__ENG_FINAL_3.pdf
http://americalatinagenera.org/newsite//images/cdr-documents/2020/04/PNUD_GENERO_COVID19__ENG_FINAL_3.pdf
https://asiapacific.unwomen.org/en/digital-library/publications/2020/04/the-first-100-days-of-the-covid-19-outbreak-in-asia-and-the-pacific
https://asiapacific.unwomen.org/en/digital-library/publications/2020/04/guidance-note-for-action-supporting-smes-to-ensure-the-economic-covid-19-recovery
https://asiapacific.unwomen.org/en/digital-library/publications/2020/04/guidance-note-for-action-supporting-smes-to-ensure-the-economic-covid-19-recovery
https://asiapacific.unwomen.org/en/digital-library/publications/2020/03/wea-post-covid-19-in-asia-pacific
https://asiapacific.unwomen.org/en/digital-library/publications/2020/03/wea-post-covid-19-in-asia-pacific
http://www.sddirect.org.uk/media/1909/disability-inclusion-helpdesk-query-35-covid-19-rapid-evidence-review.pdf
https://www.cgdev.org/blog/how-will-covid-19-affect-women-and-girls-low-and-middle-income-countries
https://www.decentjobsforyouth.org/resource-details/616
https://www.cgdev.org/blog/playing-long-game-how-gender-lens-can-mitigate-harm-caused-pandemics
https://www.cgdev.org/blog/playing-long-game-how-gender-lens-can-mitigate-harm-caused-pandemics
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-51705199
https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/system/files/2020-03/IASC%20Interim%20Guidance%20on%20COVID-19%20-%20Gender%20Alert.pdf
https://blogs.worldbank.org/developmenttalk/supporting-vulnerable-temporary-workers-and-businesses-coping-coronavirus?cid=dec_tt_research_en_ext
https://blogs.worldbank.org/developmenttalk/supporting-vulnerable-temporary-workers-and-businesses-coping-coronavirus?cid=dec_tt_research_en_ext
https://egc.yale.edu/sites/default/files/COVID%20Brief.pdf
https://opendocs.ids.ac.uk/opendocs/bitstream/handle/20.500.12413/15185/SSHAP_COVID-19_Key_Considerations_Informal_Settlements_final.pdf?sequence=3&isAllowed=y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WseBZrELyik&feature=youtu.be
http://www.data4sdgs.org/resources/covid-19-resources
https://datacatalog.worldbank.org/search?sort_by=field_wbddh_modified_date&sort_order=DESC&f%5B0%5D=field_collection_field%3A2026


 

c)​ Google COVID-19 Community Mobility Reports: country-specific movement 
trends allow you to see what has changed in response to COVID-19 containment 
measures. 

d)​ COVID-19 UK economy datasets: UK Office for National Statistics new, weekly release 
of data and experimental indicators about the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

e)​ Ash Center at Harvard Kennedy School COVID-19 Public Sector Resources: to 
highlight cases, policy solutions, and examples of how governments are responding. 

f)​ IPA’s RECOVR Research Hub: includes active research studies taking place on 
COVID-19’s socio-economic impacts—and results as they come in. 

g)​ Young Lives at Work longitudinal phone survey: includes India and Viet Nam 
h)​ COVID-19 International Academic Social Science Research Project Tracker: open 

tracker. 
i)​ Startup Blink’s Coronavirus Innovation Map: tracks innovative solutions developed in 

response to COVID-19 around the world. 
j)​ GovLab Data Collaboratives in Response to COVID-19: repository for data 

collaboratives seeking to address the spread of COVID-19. 
k)​ OECD - GovLab open repository of use of Open Government Data in response to the 

Covid-19 outbreak. 
l)​ Vox and CEPR page on economic responses to COVID-19 pandemic 
m)​ World Economic Forum COVID-19 Series: Includes content on government responses; 

as well as workforce impact, impact on trade, and impact on financial markets. 
n)​ JEEA Register of COVID-19 Related Research Projects 
o)​ ILO Rapid Social Protection Calculator for COVID 
p)​ UNDP Compilation of Open Source Digital Tools to tackle COVID-19: The tools are 

split into three areas - disease monitoring, prevention and containment, diagnosis. 
q)​ Compilation of emerging technologies to increase regulatory capacity in the context 

of the global Covid-19 crisis 
r)​ Private Enterprise Development in Low-Income Countries have a research call to 

fund data collection/studies on disruption to supply chains; income transfers to labour 
and firms; and disruption to markets. 

s)​ UNU-WIDER constructs a lockdown readiness index 5 indicators: access to clean 
drinking water, electricity, sanitation and a phone at home; and household head in work. 

 
 
9.​ Selection of Country-Specific Reading (Asia-Pacific) on impacts on MSMEs and 

Informal Sector 
 

Afghanistan: 

-​ Economic impacts of and policy responses to the coronavirus pandemic: early evidence 
from Afghanistan (ODI) [8/4/20]: The economy is expected to contract by 4% in 2020. 

Bangladesh:  

https://www.google.com/covid19/mobility/
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/healthandsocialcare/conditionsanddiseases/bulletins/coronavirustheukeconomyandsocietyfasterindicators/9april2020
https://medium.com/covid-19-public-sector-resources
https://www.poverty-action.org/recovr/research-projects
https://www.younglives.org.uk/content/young-lives-work-revised-approach-response-covid-19-pandemic
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1DuY8VLV2yG8TAOZbtyNtrhHERmzUjSaXpAo0_59z_XU/edit?ts=5e73b15d#gid=60477339
https://coronavirus.startupblink.com/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1JWeD1AaIGKMPry_EN8GjIqwX4J4KLQIAqP09exZ-ENI/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BdSnXzCZ1Z7ovOrPue3O0osRUpiqTKlu8pwG9U4DwWw/edit
https://voxeu.org/pages/covid-19-page
https://intelligence.weforum.org/topics/a1G0X000006O6EHUA0?tab=publications
https://www.eeassoc.org/index.php?site=JEEA&page=298&trsz=299
https://www.social-protection.org/gimi/ShowRessource.action?id=56007
https://sgtechcentre.undp.org/content/sgtechcentre/en/home/digital-tools-for-covid-19.html
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1nRy-l4u-wjFAI7o_PO16qFn8f51vQEhCVWQ_O1iBFZo/edit#gid=505947650
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1nRy-l4u-wjFAI7o_PO16qFn8f51vQEhCVWQ_O1iBFZo/edit#gid=505947650
https://pedl.cepr.org/content/special-call-proposals-economic-impacts-coronavirus
https://www.wider.unu.edu/publication/mozambique-prepared-lockdown-during-covid-19-pandemic
https://set.odi.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Economic-impacts-of-and-policy-responses-to-the-coronavirus-pandemic-early-evidence-from-Afghanistan.pdf
https://set.odi.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Economic-impacts-of-and-policy-responses-to-the-coronavirus-pandemic-early-evidence-from-Afghanistan.pdf


 

-​ BRAC - PPRC Livelihoods, Coping, and Support during Covid-19 Crisis survey results 
[16/4/20]: based on telephone survey of 5471 respondents from 4-12 April. Shows 
82% drop in household income in urban slum areas and 79% drop in rural areas. 

-​ How can we figure out who to give rice to (Nabila Idris) [23/4/20]  
-​ BRAC survey on COVID-19 economic impact [9/4/20]: Average household income down 

75%, to roughly $44/mo. 96% of people receiving no support from the government. 
-​ Bangladesh cannot afford to close its garment factories (The Economist) [30/4/20]: 

Between 150,000 and 200,000 workers were not paid in March. 
-​ Bangladesh Hrishipara Daily Diaries: Financial Diaries is a research methodology which 

collects data about, and provides insights into, how people manage money. Hrishipara 
is a neighbourhood on the outskirts of Kapasia, a market town in central Bangladesh. 

-​ The Impact of Covid-19 on Workers and Businesses at the Bottom of Global Garment 
Supply Chains - Bangladesh evidence [27/3/20]: More than one million garment 
workers in Bangladesh already have been fired or furloughed. 

-​ Islam and Divadkar op-ed [13/4/20]: calls for “an unconditional cash transfer program 
for an initial period of three months at a rate of $95 per month” 

-​ PPRC - Brac Institute of Governance and Development Rapid Response Survey on 
Poverty Trends Under COVID: The survey found economic activities dropped by 71% in 
urban and 55% in rural areas. Income of the country’s low-income group has fallen by 
70%. Telephone survey of 5,471 respondents from 1st - 12th April. 

-​ The coronavirus pandemic and global value chains: emerging evidence (ODI) [3/4/20]: 
Garment factories in Bangladesh have now had orders worth more than $2 billion 
cancelled. This is likely to exert major pressure on firms and their 4 million employees.  

-​ Ahmed Mushfiq Mobarak interview [3/4/20] 
-​ Using What You Have to Scale up Payments for COVID Response: Early Indications from 

South Asia (CGD) [24/4/20] 
 

Bhutan: 

-​ Druk Gyalpo’s Relief Kidu gets off to a roaring start [18/4/20]: Relief Kidu will be 
available for the months of April, May and June 2020. 

Cambodia: 

-​ Cambodia poised to be big Covid-19 loser (Asia Times) [12/5/20]: “180 apparel 
factories have now suspended operations, and another 60 are thought to be close to 
suspension, adversely affecting as many as 150,000 workers.” 

-​ Trade in services and the coronavirus: many developing countries are at risk (ODI) 
[30/3/20]: Cambodia is at risk due to its high services exports as a share of GDP.  

-​ Garment sector impacts [10/4/20]: The industry accounts for 60% of all manufacturing 
jobs in Cambodia and more than 60% of exports. 

-​ ILO: COVID-19 and the tourism sector: Impact and response in Asia and the Pacific 
[24/4/20]: focus on Cambodia. 

-​ Young Entrepreneurs Association of Cambodia conducted a COVID-19 Business Impact 
survey 20-25 March 2020. 

https://bigd.bracu.ac.bd/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Livelihoods-Coping-and-Support-during-COVID-19-Crisis.pdf
https://www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/2020/04/23/how-can-we-find-out-who-to-give-rice-to
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Perception-Survey-Covid19.pdf
https://www.economist.com/asia/2020/04/30/bangladesh-cannot-afford-to-close-its-garment-factories?fsrc=scn/tw/te/bl/ed/sufferingfromastitchbangladeshcannotaffordtocloseitsgarmentfactoriesasia
https://sites.google.com/site/hrishiparadailydiaries/home/corona-virus
https://www.workersrights.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Abandoned-Penn-State-WRC-Report-March-27-2020.pdf
https://www.workersrights.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Abandoned-Penn-State-WRC-Report-March-27-2020.pdf
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2020/04/covid-19-coronavirus-bangladesh/
https://www.dhakatribune.com/business/economy/2020/04/16/survey-70-drop-in-earnings-of-low-income-people
https://www.dhakatribune.com/business/economy/2020/04/16/survey-70-drop-in-earnings-of-low-income-people
https://set.odi.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/GVCs-and-COVID-19_030420-final-.pdf
https://insights.som.yale.edu/insights/responding-to-covid-19-in-the-developing-world#.XouGJszzrcA.twitter
https://www.cgdev.org/blog/using-what-you-have-scale-payments-covid-response-early-indications-south-asia
https://www.cgdev.org/blog/using-what-you-have-scale-payments-covid-response-early-indications-south-asia
https://thebhutanese.bt/druk-gyalpos-relief-kidu-gets-off-to-a-roaring-start/
https://asiatimes.com/2020/05/cambodia-poised-to-be-big-covid-19-loser/?mc_cid=bdc8ae2602&mc_eid=195c60e55b
https://set.odi.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Trade-in-services-and-the-coronavirus-many-developing-countries-are-at-risk.pdf
https://www.bbc.com/news/business-52146507
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---asia/---ro-bangkok/documents/briefingnote/wcms_742664.pdf


 

China: 

-​ Why China Isn’t Sending Money to Everyone (Andrew Batson) [3/5/20] 
-​ China struggles with sharp rise in unemployment [23/4/20]: Unemployment rate 26 

million in March. “The real jobless population could be more than double if the 50m 
migrant workers unable to find jobs outside their home province were included.” 

-​ Saving China from the coronavirus and economic meltdown: Experiences and lessons 
[23/3/20] (updated chapter from CEPR/Vox eBook - above) 

-​ COVID-19’s Impact on China’s Small and Medium-sized Businesses: results of the 
ESIEC Peking University nationwide survey in China, see also here and here. See also 
IFPRI blog here.  

-​ The COVID-19 Outbreak and Its Implications for China’s Economy [31/3/20] (EAI) 
-​ Assessment Report on Impact of COVID-19 Pandemic on Chinese Enterprises [7/4/20] 

(UNDP) 
 

Fiji: 
-​ Economic impacts of and policy responses to the coronavirus pandemic: early evidence 

from Fiji, Papua New Guinea and Vanuatu (ODI) [20/4/20] 
-​ ILO: COVID-19 and the tourism sector: Impact and response in Asia and the Pacific 

[24/4/20]: focus on Fiji. 
 

India: 

-​ Unemployment rate touches 26% (CMIE) [21/4/20] 
-​ How has India’s lockdown impacted unemployment rates and income levels? (webinar) 

[22/4/20]: household survey findings: unemployment increased to 23%-24% from 
7%-8%, 45% of households reported a reduction in income compared to a year ago. 

-​ CEPR President Op-Ed [16/4/2] “Data collected from 11,000 distressed workers 
reports that by the third week of the lockdown, 96% had not received rations”. 

-​ A Majority of India’s Poor Women May Miss COVID-19 PMJDY Cash Transfers (Yale 
Economic Growth Center) [17/4/20]: combines PMJDY ownership reports and data 
from the nationally representative 2018 Financial Inclusion Insights Survey. 

-​ Using What You Have to Scale up Payments for COVID Response: Early Indications from 
South Asia (CGD) [24/4/20] 

-​ Economic impacts of and policy responses to the coronavirus pandemic: early evidence 
from India (ODI) [9/4/20]: India’s PMI Index fell to 51.8 in March from 54.5 in February. 
According to the Federation of Associations in Indian Tourism & Hospitality, around 
70% of the sector’s workforce could be unemployed as a result of the downturn. 

-​ Ideas for India (I4I) series (IGC and Tata Centre for Development): economics and 
policy portal with evidence-based analysis and commentary series on COVID-19. 

-​ Coronavirus: India’s lockdown has led to chaos because the government 
misunderstood how cities work [10/4/20] 

-​ CEPR COVID-19 analysis page 
-​ Sen and Banerjee op-ed [17/4/20] 
-​ Arundhati Roy: ‘The pandemic is a portal’ [4/4/20] 

https://andrewbatson.com/2020/05/03/why-china-isnt-sending-money-to-everyone/
https://www.ft.com/content/5c172455-e967-45a5-84c8-47efc3788b08
https://voxeu.org/article/saving-china-coronavirus-and-economic-meltdown-experiences-and-lessons
https://www.cgdev.org/publication/impact-coronavirus-chinas-smes-findings-from-esiec
https://www.cgdev.org/publication/reconciling-sme-production-china-coronavirus-control
https://www.cgdev.org/blog/covid-19s-impact-chinas-small-and-medium-sized-businesses
https://www.ifpri.org/blog/covid-19s-impact-chinas-small-and-medium-sized-businesses
https://research.nus.edu.sg/eai/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2020/04/EAIBB-No.-1522-COVID-19-and-Chinas-economy.pdf
https://www.cn.undp.org/content/china/en/home/library/crisis_prevention_and_recovery/assessment-report-on-impact-of-covid-19-pandemic-on-chinese-ente.html
https://set.odi.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Economic-impacts-of-and-policy-responses-to-the-coronavirus-pandemic-early-evidence-from-Fiji-Papua-New-Guinea-and-Vanuatu.pdf
https://set.odi.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Economic-impacts-of-and-policy-responses-to-the-coronavirus-pandemic-early-evidence-from-Fiji-Papua-New-Guinea-and-Vanuatu.pdf
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---asia/---ro-bangkok/documents/briefingnote/wcms_742664.pdf
https://www.cmie.com/kommon/bin/sr.php?kall=warticle&dt=2020-04-21%2010:40:01&msec=873
https://scroll.in/article/959756/podcast-how-has-indias-lockdown-impacted-unemployment-rates-and-income-levels
https://www.hindustantimes.com/columns/the-state-needs-to-step-up-urgently-opinion/story-UQhi5oyhA61C52vU7fDxJO.html
https://egc.yale.edu/sites/default/files/COVID%20Brief.pdf
https://www.cgdev.org/blog/using-what-you-have-scale-payments-covid-response-early-indications-south-asia
https://www.cgdev.org/blog/using-what-you-have-scale-payments-covid-response-early-indications-south-asia
https://set.odi.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Economic-impacts-of-and-policy-responses-to-the-coronavirus-pandemic-early-evidence-from-India.pdf
https://set.odi.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Economic-impacts-of-and-policy-responses-to-the-coronavirus-pandemic-early-evidence-from-India.pdf
https://www.ideasforindia.in/
https://scroll.in/article/958140/coronavirus-indias-lockdown-has-led-to-chaos-because-the-government-misunderstood-how-cities-work
https://scroll.in/article/958140/coronavirus-indias-lockdown-has-led-to-chaos-because-the-government-misunderstood-how-cities-work
https://cprindia.org/covid-19
https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/coronavirus-india-lockdown-economy-amartya-sen-raghuram-rajan-abhijit-banerjee-6364521/
https://www.ft.com/content/10d8f5e8-74eb-11ea-95fe-fcd274e920ca?fbclid=IwAR2RzSxxv_nHp8cMnJvvjUisHzt7AZz71XwZHR2Y1IM0tMW_LfXvqDVOsDM


 

 
Indonesia:  

-​ The clock is ticking for survival of Indonesian enterprises, jobs at risk (ILO) [18/5/20] 
-​ Indonesia First-Quarter GDP Growth Seen at Slowest in 18 Years, Worse to Come 

(Reuters) [30/4/20] 
-​ Indonesia gives tax breaks to small firms, incentives to keep jobs [30/4/20] 
-​ Is Indonesia Facing a Looming Food Crisis? (The Diplomat) [5/5/20] 
-​ Economic impacts of and policy responses to the coronavirus pandemic early evidence 

from Indonesia (ODI) [8/4/20]: includes overview of economic and social impacts, fiscal 
impacts, monetary and financial policy measures, and fiscal policy measures. Main 
channels of impact include food, beverages, retail, tourism and finance. 

-​ Insight: Don’t forget the middle class in social protection programs [16/4/20]: Many of 
the government’s social protection programs, such as the PKH and Sembako Program, 
are geared toward the poor. The piece suggests three ideas to target workers recently 
hit with a major shock, such as lost wages or lost income from business. 

-​ The time to ramp up protection against Asian financial contagion is now [7/4/20]: In 
Asia, Indonesia is the frontline of defense against financial contagion. The Indonesian 
rupiah has lost almost 20 percent of its value since January. 

-​ Effect of Indonesia’s COVID-19 stimulus packages [2/4/20] 

Japan:  

-​ Japan Scrambles to Get $930 to All Who Apply as Virus Spreads [17/4/20]: “Abe 
apologized for confusion caused by his decision to switch to 100,000 yen handouts for 
all who seek them, from an earlier plan to target larger sums at households in need.” 

-​ Here’s how coronavirus has affected Asia’s factories [1/4/20]: “Japan’s factory activity 
contracted at the fastest pace in about a decade in March, adding to views that the 
world’s third-largest economy is likely already in recession… Japan’s Purchasing 
Managers’ Index (PMI) fell to a seasonally adjusted 44.8…, its lowest since April 2009.” 

 

Malaysia: 

-​ One million Indonesian migrants in Malaysia lack food under lockdown [23/4/20] 
-​ 12th Malaysia Plan to be reviewed, restructured in wake of Covid-19 [27/4/20] 

 

Myanmar:  

-​ Limited relief for microfinance borrowers as the clock ticks on debt payments (Frontier 
Myanmar) [13/5/20] 

-​ COVID-19 Response ‘a Chance to Reimagine Myanmar’s Future’ [7/5/20] 
-​ Economic impacts of and policy responses to the coronavirus pandemic early evidence 

from Myanmar (ODI) [8/4/20]: Main channels of impact include garments and tourism. 
The Chamber of Commerce warns that 80% of garment factories could shut, leaving 
400,000 people unemployed.  

https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---asia/---ro-bangkok/---ilo-jakarta/documents/publication/wcms_745055.pdf
https://www.nytimes.com/reuters/2020/04/30/world/asia/30reuters-indonesia-economy-gdp.html
https://www.reuters.com/article/health-coronavirus-indonesia-economy/indonesia-gives-tax-breaks-to-small-firms-incentives-to-keep-jobs-idUSL4N2CI3YW
https://thediplomat.com/2020/05/is-indonesia-facing-a-looming-food-crisis/
https://set.odi.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Economic-impacts-of-and-policy-responses-to-the-coronavirus-pandemic-early-evidence-from-Indonesia-1.pdf
https://set.odi.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Economic-impacts-of-and-policy-responses-to-the-coronavirus-pandemic-early-evidence-from-Indonesia-1.pdf
https://www.thejakartapost.com/academia/2020/04/16/insight-dont-forget-the-middle-class-in-social-protection-programs.html?utm_campaign=os&utm_source=mobile&utm_medium=ios
https://www.brookings.edu/opinions/the-time-to-ramp-up-protection-against-asian-financial-contagion-is-now/
https://www.cbe.anu.edu.au/about/content/news/2020/indonesia%E2%80%99s-stimulus-packages/
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-04-17/japan-scrambles-to-give-926-to-everyone-in-nationwide-emergency
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2020/04/asias-factory-activity-coronavirus/
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/people/article/3081263/one-million-indonesian-migrants-malaysia-lack-food-under-lockdown
https://www.nst.com.my/news/government-public-policy/2020/04/587892/12th-malaysia-plan-be-reviewed-restructured-wake-covid
https://frontiermyanmar.net/en/limited-relief-for-microfinance-borrowers-as-the-clock-ticks-on-debt-payments
https://www.irrawaddy.com/in-person/covid-19-response-chance-reimagine-myanmars-future.html/amp
https://set.odi.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Economic-impacts-of-and-policy-responses-to-the-coronavirus-pandemic-early-evidence-from-Myanmar-1.pdf
https://set.odi.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Economic-impacts-of-and-policy-responses-to-the-coronavirus-pandemic-early-evidence-from-Myanmar-1.pdf


 

-​ Coronavirus policy response, needs and options for Myanmar (IGC) [April 2020]: 
See in particular section 3 - the economic, social and political threats to Myanmar. 

-​ From north to south, ethnic armies confront an unseen enemy (Frontier Myanmar) 
[15/4/20]: The way each armed group has responded to the COVID-19 threat has 
differed significantly, depending on its resources and capacity, the level of conflict in its 
area, and the demographics of its communities. 

-​ Doomsday’ for informal workers as COVID-19 rocks the economy [8/4/20]: Frontier 
Myanmar reporting on the informal economy. 

-​ Myanmar economy still forecast to grow despite global recession: IMF (Myanmar Times) 
[20/4/20]: “Myanmar is among just 10 percent of the globe projected by the IMF to post 
economic growth this year.” 

-​ Myanmar’s Pandemic Opportunity [24/4/20] 
 

Nepal: 

-​ See Ahmed Mushfiq Mobarak on re-interview of sample of rural individuals in Nepal 
immediately after lockdown [10/4/20]: rural labourers are working less than half the 
number of hours they would even in the leanest part of the agricultural season. 

-​ Economic impacts of and policy responses to the coronavirus pandemic: early evidence 
from Nepal (ODI) [9/4/20]: Main channels of impact include tourism, remittances and 
services. 

-​ ILO: COVID-19 and the tourism sector: Impact and response in Asia and the Pacific 
[24/4/20]: focus on Nepal. 
 

Pakistan:  

-​ COVID-19 and Future of Microfinance: Evidence and Insights from Pakistan [27/4/20]: 
A phone survey of microfinance borrowers in Pakistan suggests that, “week-on-week 
sales and household income both fell by about 90%... 70% of the sample of current 
microfinance borrowers reported that they could not repay their loans 

-​ Is COVID-19 Pakistan’s Black Swan Event for Digital Payments? (CGD) [1/5/20] 
-​ Pakistan's virus-idled workers hired to plant trees [29/4/20] 
-​ Pakistan Has A Plan To Keep Millions From Going Hungry During Shutdown. Will It 

Work? (NPR) [14/4/20] 
-​ Workers Face Health, Economic Risks [1/4/20]: “Experts estimate that between 12.3 

million and 18.5 million people in various sectors may lose their jobs.” 
-​ COVID-19: Pakistan’s preparations and response (IGC) [6/4/20]: See in particular 

section on protecting businesses. 
-​ Using What You Have to Scale up Payments for COVID Response: Early Indications from 

South Asia (CGD) [24/4/20] 
 

Papua New Guinea: 
-​ Economic impacts of and policy responses to the coronavirus pandemic: early evidence 

from Fiji, Papua New Guinea and Vanuatu (ODI) [20/4/20] 
 

https://www.theigc.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Hein-2020-coronavirus-report.pdf
https://frontiermyanmar.net/en/from-north-to-south-ethnic-armies-confront-an-unseen-enemy#.XpbBunclANI.twitte
https://www.frontiermyanmar.net/en/doomsday-for-informal-workers-as-covid-19-rocks-the-economy
https://www.mmtimes.com/news/myanmar-economy-still-forecast-grow-despite-global-recession-imf.html
http://mizzima.com/article/myanmars-pandemic-opportunity
https://twitter.com/mushfiq_econ/status/1248363156155531265
https://twitter.com/mushfiq_econ/status/1248363156155531265
https://set.odi.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Economic-impacts-of-and-policy-responses-to-the-coronavirus-pandemic-early-evidence-from-Nepal.pdf
https://set.odi.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Economic-impacts-of-and-policy-responses-to-the-coronavirus-pandemic-early-evidence-from-Nepal.pdf
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---asia/---ro-bangkok/documents/briefingnote/wcms_742664.pdf
http://simonrquinn.com/MicrofinanceCOVID.pdf
https://www.cgdev.org/blog/covid-19-pakistans-black-swan-event-digital-payments
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/04/pakistan-virus-idled-workers-hired-plant-trees-200429070109237.html
https://www.npr.org/sections/goatsandsoda/2020/04/14/831753354/pakistan-has-a-plan-to-keep-millions-from-going-hungry-during-shutdown-will-it-w?utm_source=npr_newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_content=20200416&utm_term=4524501&utm_campaign=goats-and-soda&utm_id=50937837&orgid=
https://www.npr.org/sections/goatsandsoda/2020/04/14/831753354/pakistan-has-a-plan-to-keep-millions-from-going-hungry-during-shutdown-will-it-w?utm_source=npr_newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_content=20200416&utm_term=4524501&utm_campaign=goats-and-soda&utm_id=50937837&orgid=
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/04/01/pakistan-workers-face-health-economic-risks
https://www.theigc.org/blog/covid-19-pakistans-preparations-and-response/
https://www.cgdev.org/blog/using-what-you-have-scale-payments-covid-response-early-indications-south-asia
https://www.cgdev.org/blog/using-what-you-have-scale-payments-covid-response-early-indications-south-asia
https://set.odi.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Economic-impacts-of-and-policy-responses-to-the-coronavirus-pandemic-early-evidence-from-Fiji-Papua-New-Guinea-and-Vanuatu.pdf
https://set.odi.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Economic-impacts-of-and-policy-responses-to-the-coronavirus-pandemic-early-evidence-from-Fiji-Papua-New-Guinea-and-Vanuatu.pdf


 

Philippines:  

-​ University of the Philippines experts urge universal approach to address people's needs 
during pandemic [28/4/20]: see also full report below 

-​ Addressing the Immediate Needs of All, Especially the Most Vulnerable Sectors: 
Analysis and Recommendations (University of the Philippines Pandemic Response 
Team) [26/4/20] 

-​ Vulnerable Filipinos fight for survival during lockdown (DW) [27/4/20] 
-​ Economic impacts of and policy responses to the coronavirus pandemic: early evidence 

from Philippines (ODI) [8/4/20]: The economy is estimated to contract -0.6% in 2020. 
The government expects a 1.8 million people employment loss. Main channels of 
impact are through losses in tourism, remittances, exports and consumption. 

-​ ILO: COVID-19 and the tourism sector: Impact and response in Asia and the Pacific 
[24/4/20]: focus on the Philippines. 

 

Samoa: 

-​ ILO: COVID-19 and the tourism sector: Impact and response in Asia and the Pacific 
[24/4/20]: focus on Samoa. 
 

Singapore: 

-​ The S11 dormitory: inside Singapore's biggest coronavirus cluster [21/4/20]: COVID 
threat among migrant workers - mainly from South Asia - in Singapore. 

Small Island Developing States:  

-​ COVID-19 and Trade [1/4/20]: Challenges Ahead for Least Developed Countries and 
Small Island Developing States: Trade in goods and services comprises 60% of GDP in 
SIDS on average. 

-​ Impact of COVID-19 on tourism in small island developing states (WTO) [24/4/20] 

South Asia 

-​ South Asia’s economic outlook in the era of COVID-19 
-​ Asia’s growth after Covid-19 [1/5/20] (ODI): After addressing the immediate pandemic 

threat, South Asian countries should resist the temptation to stop at stabilisation and 
undertake pro-poor reforms. Such reforms should address the complex issues of food 
security, targeted social safety nets, women’s empowerment, and small businesses. 

South Korea:  

-​ Here’s how coronavirus has affected Asia’s factories [1/4/20]: South Korea’s PMI 
plunged to 44.2, its lowest since January 2009 when the economy was reeling from the 
financial crisis. 

Sri Lanka: 

https://www.rappler.com/nation/259300-up-experts-call-universal-approach-addressing-all-needs-coronavirus-pandemic?utm_medium=Social&utm_campaign=Echobox&utm_source=Facebook&fbclid=IwAR2gjGDRYQGhni9e_h5SQQ8cCmrgean82ENnxStmi_2qKTd_waFAk379mDc#Echobox=1588075806
https://www.rappler.com/nation/259300-up-experts-call-universal-approach-addressing-all-needs-coronavirus-pandemic?utm_medium=Social&utm_campaign=Echobox&utm_source=Facebook&fbclid=IwAR2gjGDRYQGhni9e_h5SQQ8cCmrgean82ENnxStmi_2qKTd_waFAk379mDc#Echobox=1588075806
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-_xEG-kYHOZqYNEYW-MNg-3gbwjLSvTu/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-_xEG-kYHOZqYNEYW-MNg-3gbwjLSvTu/view
https://www.dw.com/en/coronavirus-vulnerable-filipinos-fight-for-survival-during-lockdown/a-53258915
https://set.odi.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Economic-impacts-of-and-policy-responses-to-the-coronavirus-pandemic-early-evidence-from-Philippines.pdf
https://set.odi.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Economic-impacts-of-and-policy-responses-to-the-coronavirus-pandemic-early-evidence-from-Philippines.pdf
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---asia/---ro-bangkok/documents/briefingnote/wcms_742664.pdf
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---asia/---ro-bangkok/documents/briefingnote/wcms_742664.pdf
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-singapore-migrants/the-s11-dormitory-inside-singapores-biggest-coronavirus-cluster-idUSKBN2230RK
https://www.odi.org/blogs/16804-covid-19-trade-challenges-ahead-least-developed-countries-small-island-developing-states
https://www.odi.org/blogs/16804-covid-19-trade-challenges-ahead-least-developed-countries-small-island-developing-states
https://unctad.org/en/pages/newsdetails.aspx?OriginalVersionID=2341
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/new-atlanticist/south-asias-economic-outlook-in-the-era-of-covid-19/
https://www.odi.org/blogs/16925-international-monetary-fund-predictions-asia-s-growth-after-covid-19
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2020/04/asias-factory-activity-coronavirus/


 

-​ Economic impacts of and policy responses to the coronavirus pandemic: early 
evidence from Sri Lanka (ODI) [8/4/20]: Main channels of impact include garments and 
tourism.  

-​ ILO: COVID-19 and the tourism sector: Impact and response in Asia and the Pacific 
[24/4/20]: focus on Sri Lanka. 
 

Thailand:  

-​ Formally employed Thais also hit by coronavirus outbreak/shutdown; Social Security 
Office under pressure [4/5/20] 

-​ Research on the impact of the COVID-19 lockdown on Thailand 's labour market (in 
Thai) [17/4/20]: uses 2019 Thai Labour Force Surveys and Occupational Information 
Network (O*NET) to evaluate impact of the lockdown on the Thai labour market. 

-​ Thailand job losses may hit 10 million if virus outbreak drags on [13/4/20]: “We think 
about 7 million jobs have been lost already, and the figure will hit 10 million if the 
outbreak drags on for 2-3 months (Thai Chamber of Commerce)” 

-​ 18 Thammasat econ profs call for the suspension of the 5,000 baht scheme and switch 
to a 3,000 baht universal payment [15/4/20] 

-​ Thai economy could lose over $40 billion if virus crisis goes beyond second quarter 
[14/4/20]: Impact on tourism sector - Thai Bankers’ Association 

-​ The IMF has revised down Thailand’s growth forecast to -6.7 percent.  
-​ ILO: COVID-19 and the tourism sector: Impact and response in Asia and the Pacific 

[24/4/20]: particular focus on Thailand. 
 

Timor-Leste: 
-​ Rethinking Timor-Leste’s COVID-19 State of Emergency (The Diplomat) [27/4/20] 
-​ ILO: COVID-19 and the tourism sector: Impact and response in Asia and the Pacific 

[24/4/20]: focus on Timor-Leste. 
-​ World Bank April 2020 Economic Update for East Asia and the Pacific [30/3/20]: 

Growth forecast to decline particularly sharply in Timor-Leste. 
 
Vanuatu: 

-​ Economic impacts of and policy responses to the coronavirus pandemic: early evidence 
from Fiji, Papua New Guinea and Vanuatu (ODI) [20/4/20] 
 

Viet Nam: 

-​ Vietnam says five million workers, 84.8% of companies, affected by coronavirus 
pandemic [24/4/20] 

-​ Viet Nam Labour Update 
-​ ILO: COVID-19 and the tourism sector: Impact and response in Asia and the Pacific 

[24/4/20]: focus on Viet Nam. 
 
 
 

https://set.odi.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Economic-impacts-of-and-policy-responses-to-the-coronavirus-pandemic-early-evidence-from-Sri-Lanka-1.pdf
https://set.odi.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Economic-impacts-of-and-policy-responses-to-the-coronavirus-pandemic-early-evidence-from-Sri-Lanka-1.pdf
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---asia/---ro-bangkok/documents/briefingnote/wcms_742664.pdf
https://www.thaienquirer.com/12641/formally-employed-thais-also-hit-by-coronavirus-outbreak-shutdown/
https://www.thaienquirer.com/12641/formally-employed-thais-also-hit-by-coronavirus-outbreak-shutdown/
https://www.pier.or.th/?abridged=%E0%B9%80%E0%B8%A1%E0%B8%B7%E0%B9%88%E0%B8%AD-%E0%B9%82%E0%B8%84%E0%B8%A7%E0%B8%B4%E0%B8%94-19-%E0%B8%9B%E0%B8%B4%E0%B8%94%E0%B9%80%E0%B8%A1%E0%B8%B7%E0%B8%AD%E0%B8%87-%E0%B8%9C%E0%B8%A5%E0%B8%81&fbclid=IwAR27VZc0OwTemX6G5bsEbfknWW_pssQ1IlZQA021b3zB2tEBaScbseeaXNE
https://uk.reuters.com/article/us-healh-coronavirus-thailand-jobs/thailand-job-losses-may-hit-10-million-if-virus-outbreak-drags-on-idUKKCN21V0LV
https://www.thaipost.net/main/detail/63194
https://www.thaipost.net/main/detail/63194
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-thailand-impact/thai-economy-could-lose-over-40-billion-if-virus-crisis-goes-beyond-second-quarter-idUSKCN21W18C
https://www.imf.org/en/Publications/WEO/Issues/2020/04/14/weo-april-2020
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---asia/---ro-bangkok/documents/briefingnote/wcms_742664.pdf
https://thediplomat.com/2020/04/rethinking-timor-lestes-covid-19-state-of-emergency/
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---asia/---ro-bangkok/documents/briefingnote/wcms_742664.pdf
https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2020/03/30/east-asia-and-pacific-countries-must-act-now-to-mitigate-economic-shock-of-covid-19
https://set.odi.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Economic-impacts-of-and-policy-responses-to-the-coronavirus-pandemic-early-evidence-from-Fiji-Papua-New-Guinea-and-Vanuatu.pdf
https://set.odi.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Economic-impacts-of-and-policy-responses-to-the-coronavirus-pandemic-early-evidence-from-Fiji-Papua-New-Guinea-and-Vanuatu.pdf
https://uk.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-vietnam/vietnam-says-five-million-workers-84-8-of-companies-affected-by-coronavirus-pandemic-idUKKCN22622E
https://uk.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-vietnam/vietnam-says-five-million-workers-84-8-of-companies-affected-by-coronavirus-pandemic-idUKKCN22622E
https://tinyletter.com/joebuckley/letters/vietnam-labour-update-56
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---asia/---ro-bangkok/documents/briefingnote/wcms_742664.pdf


 

Notes 

Co-led by UNDP and Citi Foundation, Youth Co:Lab establishes a common agenda for countries 
in Asia-Pacific to empower and invest in youth so that they can accelerate the implementation of 
the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) through leadership, social innovation and 
entrepreneurship. Read more on Youth Co:Lab here. 

UNDP is providing the technical lead in the UN’s socio-economic recovery efforts to COVID-19. 
UNDP is on the ground supporting 170 countries and territories to prepare for, respond to and 
recover from the pandemic, focusing particularly on the most vulnerable. Read more on UNDP’s 
integrated response to COVID-19 here. 

https://www.youthcolab.org/
https://www.youthcolab.org/
https://www.undp.org/
https://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/covid-19-pandemic-response.html
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