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The Big Backyard Program would like to acknowledge that our schools and 
their natural surroundings are on the traditional homelands of the 
Massachuset, Agawam, and Pawtucket nations.   (Within the Massachuset 
nation, there were multiple bands, one of which is the Ponkapoag, a tribe 
that still exists today).   
 
We owe gratitude to the Indigenous Peoples of Massachusetts, who 
respected, cared for, and protected the land for thousands of years  prior to 
the arrival of Europeans and to Indigenous Peoples who continue these 
traditions today.  We can learn from their experience and knowledge and 
find ways we can all be better protectors of the air, water, soil, plants, and 
animals around us. 
 
The Big Backyard Program is examining ways our curriculum and 
instruction can be more inclusive, respectful, and truthful to all people, 
including the Indigenous Peoples, past and present.  During Big Backyard 
explorations, students are encouraged to connect to their natural 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1kG2vfGD6CfwkDGZEwuQQL0ocoddKTz3Qr5-mQ0A6r6Y/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1YpySo6CpQUXvuM1azZVXQvXY6HQIAQNbhgtVcQW66Os/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/10iNKUy77JkVWLDWrlPEewU5c7BnQsE9BBJYprfO6Cyg/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1aBVRCjZ5YZ-Ny1fmpDGkv0w3uW1pdU3D7ZyjQJnUAy4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1YgYvbq1veprcJY7edhd2ihTGqrivtgwLmshaGQZvoWU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1b3C_kUxc5BmGNjj0dG7_GyrJ7ipi0l1x-vi0X9wNcxc/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1yRyKSDRFJM7R_3s_KIv-fDN6Rl-yBWff7P6SWeGq5Og/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1igYRMQDaXmQurKZdDotgmfZb07RF2K7_p41_24RXJNE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/16s48fd5esGOj9dUDstakYd3EiB-FzGlQ4hgFph_dOtU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1921Ly7aCS_1AhmcxGvwqnsHl-NLPZWbZ0n7sdar3Ass/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1MzfCOYIeWm958wnndIN4CD9McZ3yDdpzCOqi4EZI-SA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1KP3nzOIA7rGtEGlbCDLzZ50TlOAdLr5m28oQbp4lYz0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1w23L2ZV0ah9by7_tI5WRVunIGB9fO6tlUljmby_7jno/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1lw4x91GUt-23HYfqC3hMXnD_TdZvufJs3pZmepfCtmw/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Y4bsf-PKec24jsjuFGRIA2NV2GYwcWSf2QfR7SwIDLY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZrRLlNvIa2nNrNP9yrp-AqmyPapxfrcxCkqzNc2bm8E/edit?usp=sharing
https://massachusetttribe.org/


surroundings, consider what the Earth provides us, and think of ways we 
can be giving to the Earth in return. 


