
 

Year 7 Vocabulary by Topic 
 

Musical 
Elements 

Notation Calypso Keyboards Composition Pentatonic 

Dynamics, 
Rhythm, Pitch, 
Structure, Metre, 
Melody, 
Intonation, 
Timbre, Texture, 
Tonality, 
Harmony, 
Theory, Perform, 
Notes, Singing 

Orchestra, 
Strings, Brass, 
Woodwind, 
Percussion, 
Compose, 
Musical 
Elements, 
Rhythm, Pulse, 
Beat, Time 
Signature, 
Conducting, 
Rhythm 
Notation, 
Semibreve, 
Minim, Crotchet, 
Quaver, Pair of 
Quavers, Bar, 
Bar Line. 

Caribbean, Steel 
Drums/Pans, 
Melody, Bass 
line, lyrics, 
vocals, 
syncopation, 
chorus. 

Treble Clef, 
Notation, Stave, 
Lines, Spaces, 
Black Notes, 
Sharps, Flats, 
Scale, Left Hand 
(LH), Right 
Hand (RH), 
Melody, 
Fingering (1-5), 
Octave, “Middle 
C”. 

Compose,Comp
osition, Duet, 
Percussion, 
Theory, 
Elements. 

Note, Staff, 
Penationic, 
Ensemble, 
Performance, 
Glockenspiel. 

 
 



 

Year 8 Vocabulary by Topic 
 

African Samba Baroque Theme and 
Variation 

Keyboards Blues 

Ostinato, Cross 
rhythm, 
Polyrhythms, 
Call & response, 
Master 
drummer, Cyclic 
rhythms, Bass, 
Tone, Slap, 
Technique, 
Culture. 

Improvisation,,, 
Syncopation, 
Sambista, Intro, 
Groove, 

Terraced 
Dynamics, Basso 
Continuo, 
Harpsichord, 
Concerto, 
Imitation, 
Ornaments, 
Ritornello, 
Sequences, Tutti, 
Baroque, Era. 

Theme, Variation  12-Bar Blues, 
Blues Chord 
Sequence, 
Blues Scale, 
Chords, 
Improvisation; 
Swing/Swung. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Year 9 Vocabulary by Topic 
 

Film Computer & 
Video Game 

Rock ‘n’ Roll Rock ‘n’ Roll Solo Artists The Beatles 

Leitmotif, 
Soundtrack, 
Drone, 
Repetition, 
Action & 
Storytelling, 
Mood, Sound 
effects,  Diegetic 
and 
Non-Diegetic 
Music. 

Sound Effect, 
Synthesiser, 
Sampling, 
Soundtrack, 
Music 
Technology, 
Articulation, 
Chromatic 
Movement, 
Character 
Orchestration, 
Sonority. 

Instrumental, 
Metre, Swing, 
Boogie-Woogie 
rhythm, Walking 
Bass line. 

Lead vocals, 
Backing vocals, 
Reverb, Echo, 
Music 
technology. 

Autotune, 
Panning, 
Distortion, 
Venues, Music 
videos, Voice, 
Drums, Electric 
bass, 
Keyboards, 
Samplers, 
Synthesisers.  

Form and 
Structure, 
Album, Single, 
Band, Chords, 
Chorus, Lyrics, 
Riff, 
Verse/Chorus, 
Legacy, Popular 
Music (pop). 

 


