
Queer Solidarity with Palestine: Resource Guide  

Understanding the Occupation (history, vocabulary, and news) 

History: 

Timeline of Palestine’s History by Al Jazeera 
What is Hamas? by Council on Foreign Relations 
 

Vocabulary: 

Israel/Palestine Vocab Guide by Solutions not Sides 
Vocabulary and History of the Occupation  by Jessie Shiner 

Articles: 

It’s Time for a Choosing (2023) by Andrew Mitrovica 
The compass of mourning (2023) by Judith Butler 
Explanations are Not Excuses (2023) by Sarah Schulman 
 

Videos: 
How Israel was Created (2023) by AJ plus 
The Israel Palestine Conflict: A Brief History (2015) Vox 
Palestinian Lives Matter Too (2023) by Judith Butler 
 

Palestine as a Queer Issue  (pinkwashing, queer palestinian resistance, and international queer 
solidarity) 

Articles: 

-​ Palestine is a Queer Issue by Ghadir Shafie, co-founder of Aswat  
-​ Palestine as a Queer Struggle coauthored by Nada Elia 
-​ Eight Question Palestinian Queers are Tired of Hearing (2013) by Ghaith Hilal 
-​ Pinkwashing and Israels Use of Gays as a Messaging Tool by Sarah Schulman 
-​ The Queer Feminist Roots of Palestine's May Uprising by Walaa Alqaisiya 

https://remix.aljazeera.com/aje/PalestineRemix/timeline_main.html#tl-5
https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/what-hamas
https://solutionsnotsides.co.uk/sites/default/files/2023-04/ISRAEL-PALESTINE%20VOCAB%20GUIDE.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1WI6RSH56JDASkCgh_mlxY8aSrAJC0jkiLku_UXT4TOc/edit
https://www.aljazeera.com/opinions/2023/10/23/its-a-time-for-choosing
https://www.lrb.co.uk/the-paper/v45/n20/judith-butler/the-compass-of-mourning
https://nymag.com/intelligencer/2023/10/israel-gaza-war-manufactured-consent.html
https://youtu.be/6foH3Zc82ZQ?si=gNPRaOIxmnTOnW25
https://youtu.be/iRYZjOuUnlU?si=deQVFbE8d_i_bFWz
https://youtu.be/CAbzV40T6yk?si=lz5Jif6PDx2akOFl
https://www.xyandzmag.com/palestine-is-a-queer-issue
https://uscpr.org/activist-resource/grassroots-advocacy-toolkit/palestine-as-a-queer-struggle/
https://electronicintifada.net/content/eight-questions-palestinian-queers-are-tired-hearing/12951
https://www.nytimes.com/2011/11/23/opinion/pinkwashing-and-israels-use-of-gays-as-a-messaging-tool.html
http://blogs.lse.ac.uk/mec/2022/02/07/the-queer-feminist-roots-of-palestines-may-uprising/


-​ Leading LGBT activists, artists and cultural workers: oppose pinkwashing and support BDS 

(2012) by Nora Barrows-Friedman  
-​ LGBTQ Palestinians Fund No Safety in Israel (2021) by Tamar Ben David and Lilach Ben David 
-​ Tel Aviv is the Worlds Gayest Apartheid Travel Destination(2012) by Benjamin Doherty 
-​ The Queer Israeli Youth Taking a Stand Against Pinkwashing (2023) Oren Ziv 

Essays: 

-​ Dreams of a Palestine Where I Can Hold Myself Whole (2022) by Tareq Baconi 
-​ Tracing my queer consciousness from Palestine to the US, and back again (2020) by Sa’ed Atshan 
-​ However and Whomever We Choose: Love in Occupied Palestine (2022) by Fahad Ali 
-​ Photo Essay: Fighting Pinkwashing in Israel (2016) by Lihi Ben Shitrit 
-​ I'm a Queer Palestinian. Here's How I'm Fighting for Liberation (2021) Adam Haj 

-​ The Im/possibility of Being a Queer Palestinian in America (2021) by George Abraham 

-​ Open Letter to the Born Again (1979) by James Baldwin  

Academic Papers: 

-​ Palestinian Visibility and Activism: The Plight of Queer Palestinians under Occupation and 
Homophobia  (2023) by Mohammed Abualsaid 

-​ Reciprocal Solidarity: Where the Black and Palestinian Queer Struggles Meet by Sa’ed Atshan and 
Darnell Moore 

-​ Gay Rights with a Side of Apartheid (2012) by Nada Elia 
-​ Pinkwatching and Pinkwashing: Interpenetration and it’s Discontents (2012) by Jasbir Puar and 

Maya Mikdashi 
-​ Anti-Pinkwashing as Emerging Hope: Queering the Palestinian Liberation Movement in the 

Context of Institutionalised Neoliberalism (2020) Sukrita Lahiri 

Videos: 

Workshops/Talks: 
-​ “Queer Anti-Colonial Struggle from the US to Palestine” (2014) 

workshop by: alQaws, Audre Lorde Project, Barnard Center for Research of Women 
-​ Pinkwashing: The Queer Critique of Israel’s Pro-Lesbian and Gay Politics in Historical 

Perspective by Elise Chenier 
-​ Pinkwashing, Trans*nationalism, and Queer Politics in Israel/Palestine by Atalia Israeli-Nevo 
-​ Pinkwash, Greenwash, Hogwash: Israel’s Use of Sex and Marketing to Distract from Apartheid 

(2013) by Ali Abunimah 
 

https://electronicintifada.net/blogs/nora-barrows-friedman/leading-lgbt-activists-artists-and-cultural-workers-oppose-pinkwashing
https://www.972mag.com/lgbtq-palestinians-israel-asylum/
https://electronicintifada.net/blogs/benjamin-doherty/tel-aviv-worlds-gayest-apartheid-travel-destination
https://www.972mag.com/queer-israeli-youth-pinkwashing-palestinians/
https://skindeepmag.com/articles/palestine-queer-imagined-future-haifa-return-tareq-baconi
https://mondoweiss.net/2020/10/tracing-my-queer-consciousness-from-palestine-to-the-us-and-back-again/
https://www.palestine-studies.org/en/node/1652562
https://carnegieendowment.org/sada/64285
https://www.them.us/story/im-a-queer-palestinian-heres-how-im-fighting-for-liberation
https://www.them.us/story/impossibility-of-being-queer-palestinian-in-america
https://www.thenation.com/article/archive/open-letter-born-again/#
https://www.scirp.org/journal/paperinformation.aspx?paperid=125169
https://www.scirp.org/journal/paperinformation.aspx?paperid=125169
https://muse.jhu.edu/pub/5/article/576918/pdf
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/2201473X.2012.10648841
https://www.jadaliyya.com/Details/26818
https://www.scienceopen.com/hosted-document?
https://www.scienceopen.com/hosted-document?
http://www.alqaws.org/videos/QueerAnti-Colonial-Struggle-from-the-US-to-Palestine
https://youtu.be/-CeR58BK2G0?si=EgDrV_X1mPB_wcbj
https://youtu.be/-CeR58BK2G0?si=EgDrV_X1mPB_wcbj
https://youtu.be/6DAagx61uMw?si=MKCyEV04zTxngCc3
https://electronicintifada.net/blogs/ali-abunimah/pinkwash-greenwash-hogwash-ali-abunimah-israels-use-sex-and-marketing-distract


Documentaries: 
-​ Pride Denied (2016) by Kami Chisholm 
-​ Pinkwashing Exposed: Seattle Fights Back (2012) Amy Mahardy and Dean Spade 

Books: 

-​ Queer Palestine and the Empire of Critique (2020) by Sa’ed Atshan 
-​ Israel/Palestine And the Queer International (2012) by Sarah Schulman 
-​ This Arab is Queer; Anthology (2022) 
-​ You Exist Too Much; Novel (2020) by Zaina Arafat  
-​ Guapa (2016) by Salem Haddad 

Queer Palestinian Activism: 

al-Qaws (2007) 
-​ website 
-​ instagram: @alqaws_org 
-​ articles and workshops: 

-​ Beyond Propaganda: Pinkwashing as Colonial Violence 
-​ “Queer Anti-Colonial Struggle from the US to Palestine” (2014) 

Aswat ( 2003) 
-​ website 
-​ instagram: @aswatfreedoms 
-​ speeches and publications: 

-​ Palestine is a Queer Issue by Ghadir Shafie, co-founder of Aswat - Palestinian Feminist 
Center for Sexual and Gender Freedom 

-​ Queer Cinema for Palestine Film Festival  
 
Palestinian Queers for BDS (2005) 

-​ website 

Queer Solidarity Activism: 

International Queer Solidarity with Palestine Letter (2023) 
Queer Muslims for Palestinian Liberation (2023) 
Queers Undermining Israeli Terrorism 
Leslie Feinberg speaks at Aswat: ‘I am at your side’ (2007) 
Queers Against Israeli Apartheid ( 2008) 

https://www.kanopy.com/en/product/pride-denied
https://youtu.be/AfpvrsZ-LtU?si=dhtd_ZtVrKaARezI
http://www.alqaws.org/
https://instagram.com/alqaws_org?igshid=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
http://www.alqaws.org/articles/Beyond-Propaganda-Pinkwashing-as-Colonial-Violence?category_id=0
http://www.alqaws.org/videos/QueerAnti-Colonial-Struggle-from-the-US-to-Palestine
https://www.astraeafoundation.org/stories/aswat-palestinian-gay-women/
https://instagram.com/aswatfreedoms?igshid=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
https://www.xyandzmag.com/palestine-is-a-queer-issue
https://queercinemaforpalestine.org/2021/09/30/queer-cinema-for-palestine-first-ever-global-queer-film-festival-in-solidarity-with-palestinian-rights/?fbclid=PAAaZ1v0nCuWJFeWhaqYUo0MfuNCQ01u67eAgaviX2gZdHkHKjrCqb06RqjUg_aem_AWG4LljbIZDqGOqp7MkeH50380l9WkwsIapUp4NJ0BWf8lnhteGbsosxp3qcTHR2qiI
https://pqbds.wordpress.com/
https://docs.google.com/forms/u/1/d/e/1FAIpQLSfOtzpcvgxhevdgeRAJP-rogdUJeuwUiGNnZMn_FecQucf40Q/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://www.instagram.com/p/Cy4Fm_Zg8P0/?igshid=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
https://quitpalestine.org/
https://www.workers.org/2007/world/feinberg-0419/
https://quaiatoronto.wordpress.com/who/


Social Media Toolkit: 

No Pride in Apartheid Toolkit  

Instagram: 

Palestine and Queer Liberation by @makanrights 
Lets Talk Pinkwashing by @letstalkpalestine 
Palestine is a Queer Justice Issue by @uspcr 
@queersforaliberatedpalestine 
@queers.for.palestine 
@queersforpalestine 

Other Reading Lists: 

Our History of Popular Resistance: Palestine Reading List by Palestinian Youth Movement 
Solidarity with Palestine - A Radical Black Feminist Mandate: A Reading List by Black Women Radicals 

Support Groups and Mental Health Resources:  

-​ Support group for Queer Palestinians and SWANA people by @finlay.sw 
-​ Grieving with Gaza @qtpocmentalhealth 
-​ Holding and Sharing Collective Greif for Gaza by @ourtranshealth 

 
Calls to Action: 

-​ A liberatory Demand from Queers in Palestine 
-​ International Queer Solidarity with Palestine Open Letter 
-​ Join the Queer Bloc 

 
This syllabus was compiled by Jessie Shiner for the Queer Solidarity with Palestine Revolutionary  
Teach-In Series. Special thanks to al-Qaws, Sarah Schulman, Sa’ed Atshan, Nada Elia, and Izzy Mustafa 
for their support and contributions.  
 
 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1w_7JntjeJPzrzr1RcY1RPLiOBeXPxGN1kZFWhmUfvGU/edit
https://www.instagram.com/p/CoxIVQpsyQ6/?igshid=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
https://www.instagram.com/p/CQlsTjOt72w/?igshid=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
https://www.instagram.com/p/CfHfEhkOKrW/?igshid=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
https://palestinianyouthmovement.com/reading-list
https://www.blackwomenradicals.com/blog-feed/black-feminist-perspectives-on-palestine-a-reading-list
http://hitos//tinyurcom/sCendwBo
https://www.instagram.com/p/CywjxTbMaQZ/?igshid=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
https://www.instagram.com/p/Cy_zCOAPqpj/?igshid=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
https://queersinpalestine.noblogs.org/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfOtzpcvgxhevdgeRAJP-rogdUJeuwUiGNnZMn_FecQucf40Q/viewform
https://www.instagram.com/p/CzFFvYfuOzR/?igshid=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
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