North Korea
¥ Freedom

COALITION

Suzanne Scholte, Chairman

Rabbi Abraham Cooper, Vice Chairman

Jason West, Vice Chairman

Ann Buwalda, Treasurer

Sue Yoon Logan, Administrator

Teresa Ost, International Coordinator

Johnny Park, Secretary

Advisors: Mariam Bell, Chuck Downs, Heemoon Lee,
Lawrence Peck, Yoshi Yamamoto, Jane Yang,

Hwang Jang Yop (2003-2010)

Public Members (partial listing):
American Anti-Slavery Group
ARC (Awareness Respect Compassion)
CSW-UK
Christian Solidarity Worldwide-USA
Citizen's Coalition for Human Rights
of Abductees & North Korean Refugees
Cmt for Democratization of North Korea (CDNK)*
Council for Human Rights in North Korea
Defense Forum Foundation
ENoK (Emancipate North Koreans)
Fighters for a Free North Korea*
Free North Korea Radio*
Free Unification Movement*
Freedom for North Korean Refugees of Minnesota
Freedom Society of America
Genocide Watch
Global Peace Foundation
Gyuyeol United*
Helping Hands Korea
Helsinki Foundation for Human Rights
Human Rights Coalition-USA
Human Rights Without Frontiers
Institute on Religion and Democracy
Institute on Religion and Public Policy
Intl Korean War Memorial Foundation
Jubilee Campaign
Korean-American Freedom Fighters Movement
Korean Freedom Council (KFC)
Korean Freedom Alliance
Korean War Abductees Family Union
Korean War POW Affairs
Lawyers for Human Rights & Unification of Korea
Life Funds for North Korean Refugees
National Association for the Rescue of
Japanese Kidnapped by North Korea
New Korea Women’s Association*
North Korean Defector Rescue Association*
North Korean Defector Support Center*
North Korean Intellectuals Association (NKIS)
North Korea People’s Liberation Front (NKPLF)*
North Korea Strategy Center*
North Korean Writes in Exile PEN*
NK Watch: Free the NK Gulag*
NKIA Collaboration (North Koreans in America)*
NY Commission to Help N. Korean Refugees
N. American Religious Liberty Association
North Korea Strategy Center*
OneFreeKorea
One Step
Open Doors USA
PSALT NK
PSCORE*
Save North Korea
Schindler’s Ark
Simon Wiesenthal Center
The Israeli Jewish Comm. Against the
Gas Chambers in North Korea
ThINK (There is Hope in North Korea)
United for North Korean Freedom
318 Partners
*QOrganizations of North Korean defectors

Contact us at: www.nkfreedom.org
Address: North Korea Freedom Coalition

9689-C Main Street, Fairfax, Virginia 22031

September 22, 2026

His Excellency Xi Jinping
President, People’s Republic of China
¢/o Embassy of the People’s Republic of China

Dear Mr. President:

Forty-four years ago this month, the People’s Republic of China acceded to the 1951
Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees and its 1967 Protocol. By acceding to
these agreements on September 24, 1982, the PRC agreed to international protocols
for refugees. As you know, the Korean family remains divided and those hiving
under the Kim Jong Un regime suffer crimes against humanity which have led to
well over 33,000 to flee the country. Tragically, the PRC has adopted a policy that is
ongoing of forcibly repatriating North Koreans back to North Korea when they are
caught in China while trying in many cases to be reunited with their families in
South Korea, In a highly reported incident that oceurred in August 2024, two North
Korean women were tried and later executed while nine others were sent to slower
deaths in North Korea's political prison camps to serve life sentences afier being
forcefully repatriated by the PRC. These women were part of a group of 600 North
Korean refugees that were repatriated late at night on October 9, 2023,

We appeal to you as China’s leader: please allow safe passage to these North Korean
refugees and stop returning them to North Korea to face certain torture and
imprisonment and even execution for simply trying to flee to South Korea. The
international community is watching closely.

We respect China’s concerns about refugees crossing its border when fleeing
oppression and deprivation in North Korea, We ask that your government resolve
this refugee crisis in a way that fulfills the goals of the Convention and Protocol,
Unlike any other refugee crisis in the world, North Korean refugees have a place to
go for immediate resettlement as citizens of South Korea under Articles 2 and 3 of
the Republic of Korea Constitution, In addition to South Korea, many other
countries have willingly resettled these refugees,

North Korean refugees need not be a burden for China since the Office of the United
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) will help China resettle these
refugees safely according to international law.

Thank you for your consideration. We look forward to your response to our request.

Sincerely,


http://www.nkfreedom.org

