Samsung has struggled in recent years to find a successor to Oh Seung-hwan, who turned 42
this year. Kim Yoon-soo (Sangmu) and left-hander Lee Seung-hyun received opportunities, but
did not grow as much as expected.

Due to the slow growth of prospects, Oh Seung-hwan, who suffered ups and downs at the
beginning of last season, had to continue to play as a closing pitcher.

Samsung, which realized the need to reinforce its bullpen, started collecting bullpen pitchers this
winter. Lee Jong-yeol, the head of the front office after the 2023 season, put the most effort into
reinforcing the bullpen.

Immediately after the free agent market opened, he moved quickly to catch Kim Jae-yoon, who
played as a closing pitcher for KT Wiz. In November last year, he signed a four-year, maximum
5.9 billion won FA contract with Kim Jae-yoon.

The theme of the 2nd draft was the same. They drafted left-hander Choi Sung-hoon and
underhander Yang Hyun. They even brought in right-handed bullpen pitcher Lee Min-ho, who
was released from the NC Dinos.

It did not stop there. Earlier this month, Samsung signed a two-year, 800 million won (800
million won) contract with veteran pitcher Lim Chang-min, who remained in the FA market.

He also concluded a two-year, total contract with Kim Dae-woo, an internal FA who served as a
"salt" for Samsung's mound while going back and forth between the starting pitcher and bullpen.

However, Samsung still has the last puzzle to go. It is Oh Seung-hwan, the internal FA.

The bullpen has been reinforced both in quality and quantity, but Oh remains a necessary
resource for Samsung's bullpen. Although Oh has secured resources for closer pitchers, he
needs to catch Oh in order to complete reinforcement without leaking power.

Oh Seung-hwan suffered an unfamiliar situation as a starter due to his sluggish performance in
the early 2023 season, but he showed off his solid performance by regaining stability at the end

of the season.£= £ AL0| E Ul

In August, he harvested 10 saves in 13 games, and in September, he showed off his solid
performance with 1 win, 1 loss, 7 saves and a 0.63 ERA in 13 games.

By filling 30 saves in the season, he also set a golden top of 400 saves for the first time in KBO
league history.

Oh Seung-hwan, who decided to extend his mandatory military service after the end of the
season, and Samsung, who respected his intention, agreed to renew the contract and started
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negotiations. However, as the two sides failed to narrow differences in detailed conditions, no
word of the contract has been heard until the end of the year.

The spring camp begins on March 1. Both Samsung and Oh Seung-hwan can prepare for the
season normally only when the contract is finalized beforehand. Attention is focusing on when
the news of Oh's contract, which Samsung fans eagerly await, will be heard.



