
 

To sum up, we have 
studied four possible 
explanations of why 
humor exists 
 

I’d like to tell you a short 
story with a humorous 
ending 

It doesn’t make any 
sense to fire a bullet into 
someone just to make 
sure they’re not alive 
 

I believe my companion 
is not alive 

slapstick is humorous 
because we know that the 
person is okay, but it looks 
like they are in danger. 

One example is 
somebody colliding with a 
street lamp because they 
are not paying attention 
 

To summarize, the 
problem with the 
incongruity theory is that 
it is too basic. 

If you have a place that 
is all sand and no water, 
you wouldn’t expect to 
see a ship there. 
 

You think that you will 
see high quality 
paintings at an art show. 

In other words, because it 
doesn’t make any sense, 
we find it funny to put the 
two things together. 
 

 
 
 



answers 

I have a joke for you I’d like to tell you a short story with a 
humorous ending 

I think my friend is dead I believe my companion is not alive 

Take the person who isn’t looking and walks 
into a streetlight. 

One example is somebody colliding with a 
street lamp because they are not paying 
attention. 

A boat in the middle of the desert is 
incongruous. 

If you have a place that is all sand and no 
water, you wouldn’t expect to see a ship 
there. 

To put it another way, the connection is 
humorous because it’s ridiculous. 

In other words, because it doesn’t make any 
sense, we find it funny to put the two things 
together. 

When you go to an art gallery, for example, 
you expect to see real art. 

You think that you will see high quality 
paintings at an art show. 

In short, incongruity theory just seems too 
simple. 

To summarize, the problem with the 
incongruity theory is that it is too basic. 

So, slapstick humor is funny because 
someone’s safety seems to be threatened, 
but we know that actually they are OK. 

slapstick is humorous because we know that 
the person is okay, but it looks like they are in 
danger. 

It’s ridiculous to shoot someone just to prove 
that they’re dead. 

It doesn’t make any sense to fire a bullet into 
someone just to make sure they’re not alive 

In conclusion, these are the four main 
theories of humor that seek to explain why we 
find something funny. 

To sum up, we have studied four possible 
explanations of why humor exists 

 


