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Teaching Tip: Learning for Justice Teaching Hard History 
This case study is anchored in the NYS Social Studies Framework, the NYS Culturally 
Responsive Framework, and the Learning for Justice Teaching Hard History Framework for 
Teaching American Slavery It may be beneficial to read through this guide prior to teaching the 
case study. 

Case Study 1: Africa 

Guiding Question: What do we know about Africa and how has our opinion changed 
from the beginning of the lesson to the end of the lesson? 

Learning Target: I can analyze artifacts to identify the diversity, rich 
histories and traditions that Africa has always had.  

Teacher Resources  
Day 1 Case Study 
Slide Deck for Day 1 
 

Share with Students 
Partner activity handout 
Exit Ticket 
 

Case Study 2: Gallery Walk 

Guiding Question: How did Black people and their allies resist the horrible 
conditions of enslavement? 

Learning Target: I can participate in a gallery walk to understand 
enslavement in New York and how people resisted it. 

Teacher Resources 
Day 2 Case Study​
Slide Deck for Day 2 
 

Share with Students 
Gallery Walk Images (for printing) 
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https://www.learningforjustice.org/sites/default/files/2020-08/TT-2007-Teaching-Hard-History-K-5-Framework.pdf
https://www.learningforjustice.org/sites/default/files/2020-08/TT-2007-Teaching-Hard-History-K-5-Framework.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1F9yGyimrY7DAeu68_I5gJGr9Zh8HL-Wq/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=116145880480993879968&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1jGJOEoQiMrg9dXFSYaIhqy7TeYFNymukB1V5c4gkKxU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/14FYnWLoeYeAKmnl1iokTDse2AX38MzX1GRHBUb08Snw/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1YuGd2fHgXEgFdgU7FOiuXpYDGoLT1njj/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=116145880480993879968&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1i4oFcEKsZvO4cF3SdZ4QYtDYmIr--ZYm/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=116145880480993879968&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1gE7n9HW5Jm41mY6wv2nhUIGzew0fa-nP3o4nEmWOktQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1Vj9tSiifpO7E1mEjE48CDK1ATKW2_KdW1i6uqSBjBmo/edit?usp=sharing


 1 Class Handout 

Case Study 3: Source Analysis 

Guiding Question: How did Black people and their allies resist the horrible 
conditions of enslavement? 

Learning Target: I can analyze primary sources to learn how Black people 
resisted the horrible conditions of enslavement. 

Teacher Resources 
Day 3 Case Study 
Slide Deck for Day 3​
 

Share with Students 
Austin Steward Superhero role handouts: Credible Hulk, Mister E, 
Captain Context, Main Idea Master/Connector   
Sojourner Truth Superhero role handouts: Credible Hulk, Mister 
E, Captain Context, Main Idea Master/Connector 
 

Case Study 4: Jigsaw Source Sets Analysis 

Guiding Question: How did Black people and their allies resist the horrible 
conditions of enslavement? 

 

Learning Target: I can investigate how Black people and their allies 
resisted the horrible conditions of enslavement.​
 

Teacher Resources 
Day 4 Case Study 
Slide Deck for Day 4 
 

Share with Students 
Jigsaw #1, Jigsaw #2, Jigsaw #3, Jigsaw #4 
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/13xsYGKDi69Ot8EWf_iwYRE2I2KDXqOjg/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=116145880480993879968&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1ugkGh8Hmq9GvvyUalcbjmXpL3aO8HEcz90uegYgIfPg/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1LLOLLOLeQQNZFd8y1DuOxw-0eTWD3ICu/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=116145880480993879968&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1mOBFcbGeSzLJ-0Prwcvy-Avps8gCU7X7/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=116145880480993879968&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1aw_SS2m-hcevt3-843PyHZCZRXZ84CA1/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=116145880480993879968&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1V4eYzJt4K_SmL_FQgvqDVaXJUmVbZ-UO/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=116145880480993879968&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1CDRfXVd3bV7lH9tC43bHwEeQFyfORlzM/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=116145880480993879968&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/17JmPqRwmoDQ6xTGqxFg9QsWuVc2hYHJa/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=116145880480993879968&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/17JmPqRwmoDQ6xTGqxFg9QsWuVc2hYHJa/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=116145880480993879968&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1lP6_c2T7fCPJZZ_0nUwaYngs6m6F51LY/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=116145880480993879968&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1rQ6HY1y-AQdLq3Yq_FiMaXIbcn55Iyh2/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=116145880480993879968&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1d2aaaHAwGdedmnYgAzCYqU4D2xJQJ8Wm/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=116145880480993879968&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1A5-qcugOK1f2ywoNaGGiPXnBmZAjHqF42JYlQeQFjNw/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1EKxetBM-iXiN6ul7L_3L70UBG02MyLdx/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=116145880480993879968&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1pezIDspYKMPKmxhM77bIV3wYoM2R2stw/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=116145880480993879968&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1032pn_5OopBhW1v2-ILAp2K9DOI0zSK1/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=116145880480993879968&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1TrpZ8_CRE9B2wrJOakCrQbmg7BU3YjAP/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=116145880480993879968&rtpof=true&sd=true
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Case Study 5: Restorative Circle 

Guiding Question: What does it feel like to discuss hard history?​
 

Learning Target: I can participate in a community circle to discuss our 
learning on enslavement and how we feel.   

Teacher Resources 
Day 5 Case Study 
Slide Deck for Day 5 
 

Share with Students 
Exit Ticket 

 
Our work is supervised by a community led Advisory Board: 

  
⦿Jennifer Banister, Ph.D., Teen Empowerment 
⦿Simeon Banister, Rochester Community  
Foundation 
⦿Kevin Beckford, Pittsford Town Board 
⦿Jackie Campbell, ROC the Future 
⦿Alex Castro, CEO at The PathStone Corp. 
⦿Dr. Walter Cooper, NYS Regent Emeritus 
⦿Dr. Isabel Córdova Professor in History, Politics, and Law, 
at Nazareth 
⦿Dr. Kathleen DaBoll-Lavoie Dean, SOE at Nazareth 
⦿Ashley Gantt, NYCLU 
⦿Dr. Thomas Hernandez Dean, School of Education, 
Health, & Human Services, at Brockport 
⦿Joan Coles Howard, Former editor of the Frederick 
Douglass Voice Newspaper 
⦿David Hursh, Ph.D., Warner School of Education 
⦿Stephen LaMorte, RCSD 

⦿Dr. Joellen Maples Dean, SOE at St. John Fisher 
⦿Joanne Mattiucci, Former Director of Professional 
Development at RHCSD 
⦿Dr. Terrance McCarthy, K-12 Director of Humanities 
Webster CSD 
⦿Wade Norwood, NYSED Regent & Common Ground 
Health 
⦿Sarah Peyre Ed.D, UR Warner School 
⦿Dominic Piacentini RHCSD Director of Professional 
Development 
⦿Dr. Whitney Rapp Assistant Dean, SOE at St. John 
Fisher 
⦿Dr. Crystal Simmons Associate Professor, SOE at SUNY 
Geneseo 
⦿Dr. Jolanda Westerhof Dean at the Ella Cline Shear 
School of Education 

 
Special thanks to our grade 4 writers, consultants, and friends who helped create this unit: 

 
⦿Greg Ahlquist 
⦿Redia Bridges 
⦿Brian Carberry 

⦿Kesha James 
⦿Dr. Crystal Simmons  
⦿Shane Wiegand 
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1PLGrgSaU6cJwXMDJW6gME9CirmfNdigf/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=116145880480993879968&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/175-DYHSM_Ts_p2g_7gk_ClY6OZOtRJ00_Tyd7Eg48YE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1phnDAy6E42g8gyJqsy4c5hdRPd7IAQ7e/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=116145880480993879968&rtpof=true&sd=true
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