Some background information about sites to be visited on
our environmental pilgrimage
Saturday, September 27, 2025

Our pilgrimage intends to provide participants with knowledge and immersive
experiences concerning the environmental justice challenges faced by our neighbors
along the Mill Creek and the Beekman Corridor.

By the end of the last century, pollution had turned the Mill Creek, a once thriving
waterway, into “the most endangered urban river in North America.” Since then, there
have been multiple projects to restore and revitalize the Creek for the benefit of
impacted human communities and wildlife. You can learn more about

e The problem of combined sewer overflows (CSOs)—that is, the overflow of
wastewater during heavy rainfall into stormwater sewers—at Lick Run and the
Mill Creek by visiting this page

e What the Metropolitan Sewer District has done to reduce CSOs and to increase
green infrastructure by visiting their page

e The history of the Mill Creek by visiting this Green Umbrella page

The Beekman Corridor consists of neighborhoods just west of the Mill Creek along the
north-south thoroughfare of Beekman Street: North Fairmount, Millvale, and South
Cumminsville. These largely low-income communities have faced problems of toxic
dumping, urban blight, and lack of economic investment. You can learn more about

e The economic challenges facing Corridor communities and recent developments
at this page

e The detailed Beekman Corridor Revitalization Plan proposed in 2013
Current city plans (e.g., revision of Revive Cincinnati) concerning communities
along I-75, including a reference to one of our speakers, South Cumminsville
Community Council President Derrick Feagin, in the special section “Preparing to
Thrive” in the Cincinnati Enquirer, August 10, 2025. Available to subscribers
electronically by using the Archive.

You can learn more about the history and development of the Lick Run Greenway
here.


https://www.cincinnatimagazine.com/article/the-ripple-effect3/
https://www.waterandwastewater.com/metropolitan-sewer-district-of-greater-cincinnati-mill-creek-drainage-basin/
https://greenumbrella.org/grossly-polluted-to-revitalized-visit-the-mill-creek/
https://www.wvxu.org/local-news/2024-12-19/beekman-corridor-investment-residents
https://cincyweb.cincinnati-oh.gov/sites/planning/assets/Neighborhood%20Plans/Milvale/2013%20Beekman%20St%20Corridor%20Revitalization%20Plan.pdf
https://cincinnatienquirer-oh.newsmemory.com/?token=5dc46ccf3fde6c9d21708ec0d5382444&cnum=3dad61c4-3b41-e911-ac30-90b11c343abd&fod=1111111STD-0&selDate=20250904&licenseType=paid_shared_subscriber&
https://www.cincinnatimagazine.com/article/lick-run-finally-comes-back-to-the-surface/

