
Franklin D. Roosevelt Speech – First Inaugural Address 1933  (Full Speech) 
 
This is a day of National consecration. I am certain that on this day, my fellow Americans, expect that on my 
induction into the Presidency (becoming President) I will address (Speak to) them with a candor (truth) and 
a decision which the present situation of our Nation impels (needs). This is preeminently the time to speak 
the truth, the whole truth, frankly and boldly. Nor need we shrink from honestly facing conditions in our 
country today.  
 
This great Nation will endure (survive) as it has endured, will revive and will prosper. So, first of all, let me 
assert my firm belief that the only thing we have to fear is fear itself—nameless, unreasoning, unjustified 
terror which paralyzes needed efforts to convert retreat into advance (our attempts to move forward). 
 
 In every dark hour of our national life a leadership of frankness (truth) and vigor (strength) has met with 
that understanding and support of the people themselves which is essential to victory. I am convinced that 
you will again give that support to leadership in these critical days. 
 
 
John F. Kennedy Speech 1 – “Going to the Moon” Sept. 12th 1962 at Rice University  (Full Text) 
 
But why, some say, the moon? Why choose this as our goal? And they may well ask why climb the highest 
mountain? Why, 35 years ago, fly the Atlantic? Why does Rice play Texas? 
 
We choose to go to the moon. We choose to go to the moon in this decade and do the other things, not 
because they are easy, but because they are hard, because that goal will serve to organize and measure the 
best of our energies and skills, because that challenge is one that we are willing to accept, one we are 
unwilling to postpone (do something later), and one which we intend to win, and the others, too. 
 
…We shall send to the moon, 240,000 miles away from the control station in Houston, a giant rocket more 
than 300 feet tall, the length of this football field, made of new metal alloys, some of which have not yet 
been invented, capable of standing heat and stresses several times more than have ever been experienced, 
fitted together with a precision better than the finest watch, carrying all the equipment needed for 
propulsion, guidance, control, communications, food and survival, on an untried mission, to an unknown 
celestial body, and then return it safely to earth, re-entering the atmosphere at speeds of over 25,000 miles 
per hour, causing heat about half that of the temperature of the sun--almost as hot as it is here today--and 
do all this, and do it right, and do it first before this decade is out--then we must be bold. 
 
 
John F Kennedy Speech 2 – “Peace” Commencement Address at American University, June 10th 1963  
(Full Text) 
 
What kind of peace do I mean? What kind of peace do we seek? Not a Pax Americana (American Peace) 
enforced on the world by American weapons of war. Not the peace of the grave or the security of the slave. 
I am talking about genuine peace, the kind of peace that makes life on earth worth living, the kind that 
enables men and nations to grow and to hope and to build a better life for their children--not merely peace 
for Americans but peace for all men and women--not merely peace in our time but peace for all time.  
 
I speak of peace, therefore, as the necessary rational (logical) end of rational men. I realize that the pursuit 
(chasing) of peace is not as dramatic as the pursuit of war--and frequently the words of the pursuer (person 
who tries to catch something) fall on deaf ears. But we have no more urgent (important) task. 
 
So, let us not be blind to our differences--but let us also direct attention to our common interests and to 
the means by which those differences can be resolved. And if we cannot end now our differences, at least 
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we can help make the world safe for diversity. For, in the final analysis, our most basic common link is that 
we all inhabit this small planet. We all breathe the same air. We all cherish our children's future. And we 
are all mortal.  
 
 

John F. Kennedy Speech 3 – Inaugural Speech 1961  (Full Text) 
 
In the long history of the world, only a few generations have been granted the role of defending freedom in 
its hour of maximum danger. I do not shrink from (ignore) this responsibility - I welcome it. I do not believe 
that any of us would exchange places with any other people or any other generation. The energy, the faith, 
the devotion which we bring to this endeavor (important task) will light our country and all who serve it -- 
and the glow from that fire can truly light the world. ​
​
And so, my fellow Americans: ask not what your country can do for you - ask what you can do for your 
country. ​
​
My fellow citizens of the world: ask not what America will do for you, but what together we can do for the 
freedom of man. 
 
 
Martin Luther King Jr Speech – I have a Dream Speech 1963  (Full Text) 
 
I have a dream that one day this nation will rise up, live out the true meaning of its creed: “We hold these 
truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal."  
 
I have a dream that one day on the red hills of Georgia the sons of former slaves and the sons of former 
slave-owners will be able to sit down together at the table of brotherhood.  
 
I have a dream that one day even the state of Mississippi, a state sweltering with the heat of injustice, 
sweltering with the heat of oppression will be transformed into an oasis of freedom and justice. 
 
I have a dream that my four little children will one day live in a nation Where they will not be judged by the 
color of their skin but by the content of their character.  I have a dream ...  
 
I have a dream that one day down in Alabama with its vicious racists, with its governor having his lips 
dripping with the words of interposition and nullification, one day right down in Alabama little black boys 
and black girls will be able to join hands with little white boys and white girls as sisters and brothers. I have 
a dream today. 
 
I have a dream that one day every valley shall be exalted, and every hill and mountain shall be made low, 
the rough places will be made plain, and the crooked places will be made straight; "and the glory of the 
Lord shall be revealed and all flesh shall see it together." 
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