"Memory as Movement: Archiving Feminist Histories"

As the India Chapter of the International Association of Women in Radio
and Television (IAWRT) marks the 20th edition of the Asian Women’s
Film Festival, we take this moment to reflect on the ways in which the
women’s movement in India has been — and can be — archived.

The idea for these discussions emerged as IAWRT began putting together
its own story of 20 years while planning this landmark edition of AWFF.
In the process, we encountered familiar questions—What does it mean to
archive a movement? What gets remembered, and what is forgotten?
How do we document our histories in ways that are accessible, dynamic,
and true to the spirit of feminist organizing?

Archiving is not just about preservation; it is about memory, power, and
representation. Across decades, the women’s movement in India has
produced an extraordinary body of work—documents, images, films, oral
histories, and creative expressions—that serve as records of resistance,
negotiation, and transformation. Yet, these materials often remain
scattered, fragile, and under-recognized.

To explore these complexities, we are curating two panel discussions:

e The first panel examines personal acts of archiving, shedding light
on how individuals document histories, struggles, as well as
feminist journeys, in deeply felt undertakings.

e The second panel focuses on the archiving processes of prominent
women’s organizations, offering insights into how collectives have
approached the task of preserving their work and histories.

Together, these conversations will help us think through the challenges
that arise in the process of archiving — questions of access, erasure,
authorship, and ethics. They will also offer possible ways to navigate
these dilemmas, imagining new strategies for keeping feminist histories
visible and vibrant.

As we celebrate this milestone edition of AWFF, these discussions serve as
an invitation to view archiving as a feminist practice—one that not only
safeguards the past but also shapes the future.



