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This doc outlines current volunteer needs/info & FAQs. Check back frequently for updates! 
 
Have a question? Read this doc first before posting in the FB group! 

 

Update 6:00pm Tuesday, Aug 3: It is with great sadness that we want to share the 
news from Pleasanton PD that Philip's body was believed to be found earlier today. 
 
Although we don't have further information at this time, we first wanted to post a 
heartfelt THANK YOU again to our first responders and the hundreds of volunteers in 
our community -- on the ground in Pleasanton and literally around the world -- who 
came together over the last few weeks and have given so much of their time, energy, 
support, and love in this search. 
 
Please keep an eye out for further updates. As we continue through the next days and 
weeks together, let's keep Philip's family and friends in our hearts and take care of 
each other. 
 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Donate to support Philip's family: 
https://www.gofundme.com/f/support-philip-kreyciks-family/ 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

VOLUNTEER NEEDS (updated frequently) 

●​ Week of August 4th: Future volunteer needs are currently TBD. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.gofundme.com/f/support-philip-kreyciks-family/
https://www.gofundme.com/f/support-philip-kreyciks-family/?fbclid=IwAR1GlECyfSWGBaSy7BBCzVAp3PbqMzCRUb6RxfyDtBKhSj4ogtYjL5NgUgs
https://www.gofundme.com/f/support-philip-kreyciks-family/?fbclid=IwAR1GlECyfSWGBaSy7BBCzVAp3PbqMzCRUb6RxfyDtBKhSj4ogtYjL5NgUgs
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FAQ 

Philip’s Last Known Whereabouts 
Do we know that Philip actually entered the park? 

●​ His car was at the Moller Ranch Staging Area before 11AM on Saturday, July 10th, 2021. 
●​ The Pleasanton Police and SAR team are looking into all possibilities. We are looking for any 

confirmation via witnesses on the trail or home cameras near the area for sightings. Right now 
Police have stated that all evidence points to Phillip entering the park, but we also are 
encouraging anyone in the area with camera devices to double check for a sign of Phillip. 

●​ Neighborhood cameras checked by police could neither confirm, nor rule out, Philip entering 
the park. 

●​ Scent dogs tracked him to the start of the trail but no further: many explanations exist for why 
they may have lost the scent there even if he continued on. 

●​ Footprints matching his running shoes were found and photographed within the park. 

What was Philip wearing? 

●​ We believe white/gray men’s Saucony Ride ISO running shoes, size 10.5 or 11 with worn soles 
and grey ankle socks with either black or blue lettering. 

   
●​ Bluetooth-only enabled Suunto Ambit3 GPS watch (no cell connection) 
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●​ Dark colored running shorts (everything in this photo except for the shirt). Note, he may or may 
not be wearing a shirt.  

 

What was his planned route? 

●​ Based on the route planned on the Strava app on his phone, the route we believe he was 
taking is mapped here. 

○​ Strava emailed all athletes who had activity in the area in the timeframe that day asking 
them to reach out to Pleasanton PD if they'd seen anyone, we got nothing from it. 

○​ We also re-created an activity to match Philip's to see if we'd be able to determine 
anyone in the vicinity via fly-by and got nothing. 

Did he have his phone? Is it normal for runners to leave their phones in the car? 

●​ Philip left his phone in the car. He often left his phone when he ran because he didn’t want to 
carry the extra weight. This is not an unheard of practice for trail runners. 

 
Did Philip run in the same area the evening prior? 

●​ No, Philip ran in a different area (Redwood Peak), as confirmed by his Strava data. 
 

About the Search 
Where have you searched? 

●​ Please see the latest *unofficial* maps from Lee Murray and download the available Google 
Earth compatible KMZ files 

●​ Please note this does not include the even larger official SAR response. Please also note this 
data has some margin of error due to the variety of tools used. Also, not all members posted 
results and there is quite a bit of private property in the area that volunteers do not have 
access to. 

 
Are drones being used to search for Philip? 

https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/viewer?fbclid=IwAR39Y5Ify-PtESZDAFNU_NQWjEKRYEmL8yS0Q0Uvk9qQGXOxAdcEhJyNHow&mid=1pmGTEMFgzHJkDlY4gTjnr34Jq5RKGeNk&ll=37.67046641949935%2C-121.94742&z=14
https://www.facebook.com/groups/227893015854510/permalink/230486602261818/
https://github.com/ltmurray/phil_search
https://github.com/ltmurray/phil_search
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●​ Yes, SAR was using drones. This included use of drones with thermal imaging both at night 
and during the day. Volunteer ask: we are now looking for people with Mavic Pro or Mavic 2 
drones, 3 batteries (no mini’s). If available, please respond to Ranjitha Shivaram’s post   

○​ If you are a drone operator but not immediately available to help, we are creating a 
database of drone operators for possible future needs. Please see this post. 

○​ Also, for drone operators, only please, we also have a NEW and SEPARATE Facebook 
group, where Ranjitha will be sharing instructions. Please feel free to join if you have 
questions or would like to share feedback.  

○​ If you have the skills to analyze drone footage, please let us know as well by responding 
to Ranjitha Shivaram’s post 

●​ After SAR completed their search we used drones to search one hillside that was in their 
primary zone (which they heavily covered) an extra time due to it being difficult to search on 
foot and an area of great interest. Nothing was found but footage will be made available for 
review. 
 

GIS (Map) Data 

●​ There is a Reddit thread  

●​ And a Github repo with strava heatmaps 

Have the authorities and volunteers tried tracking Philip via his smart watch or phone? 

●​ Yes, the authorities have tried tracking him using his watch. His phone was left in the car and is 
in police hands - all available technical capabilities of the phone and phone data are being 
explored. Police used his phone on the trails on Saturday evening to see if it would pair with 
his watch to give a clue about his proximity.  

Has IR detection equipment been used? 

●​ Yes, this has been extensively used by rescue agencies using a variety of aircraft. Generally 
daytime temperatures were too high for it to be useful, and the nature of the terrain made 
many areas impenetrable to aerial thermal imaging. Handheld flaring and imaging was also 
done in primary search zones. 

Has anyone looked for camera footage? 

●​ The police have collected all available camera footage. Some trail cameras have not yet been 
analyzed fully. 

Do we have the official SAR search map? 

●​ No, nor is it likely we ever gain access to that data for our own use. We have been able to 
review enough of it though in a good resolution to have a strong understanding of what was 
searched and how, and some low resolution versions were made available to the media if you 
are interested. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/227893015854510/permalink/230526835591128/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/227893015854510/permalink/230556762254802/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/545253466894746/about
https://www.facebook.com/groups/545253466894746/about
https://www.facebook.com/groups/227893015854510/permalink/230526835591128/
https://www.reddit.com/r/gis/comments/olwl4v/search_and_rescue_effort_help_locate_philip/
https://github.com/ltmurray/phil_search?fbclid=IwAR0qknJHCtXai0_1WZDzyV6yftoRyv4BDqnDOuzlojPcfmjhAa9b11aGkAk
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●​ Pertinent information that can aid in the search and will be made public will be posted here as 
it becomes available. 

What else do we know? 

●​ Chris Thoburn, one of Philip’s close friends and one of the last people to see him, did an AMA 
(TW: goes into detail re: hypotheticals and possibilities of what may have happened to Philip.  
Please use your own discretion with reading) 

How to help 

How can I volunteer? 

●​ See the top for the most updated needs 

How can I spread the word? 

●​ Amplify the message to help the broader search: 
○​ Share the FB Volunteer Group link 

(https://www.facebook.com/groups/227893015854510/)  
○​ Share the Instagram account (https://www.instagram.com/findphilipkreycik/)  
○​ Share Media- Missing Person Graphics 

■​ Printable Missing Flyer PDF 
■​ Printable “Did you see me?” Flyer PDF (includes images of last known clothing) 
■​ 15 Second Video TIP: if posting the video on your Instagram feed, crop the first 

second out, otherwise the thumbnail will be a blank red screen. 
■​ Other shareable media for printing and social posting. 

 
●​ Some ideas for using the flyers:  

○​ Tape to your car rear side window (inside if not tinted, outside if well-taped);  
○​ Put them in the neighborhood specifically houses with cameras (please don’t put them into 

mailboxes- that’s illegal; you can do something like this instead);  
○​ Bring flyers with you on volunteer search missions and ask any hikers passing by if they 

saw a runner moving fast last Saturday;  
○​ Print out a large-sized poster and stand near the parking lot asking anyone passing by if 

they saw a runner moving fast last Saturday 
○​ Please note: there were some comments that security was taking down posters by the mall. 

Since this is private property, we cannot post there.  
 

How do I get to the staging area? 

●​ Please post ride requests / offers on this spreadsheet and we’ll help facilitate 
●​ The staging area for volunteers, Foothill High School, is 2.5 miles from the Pleasanton BART 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/e/2PACX-1vSokYMAIhQdzqufy3t2KVb7vjfGcPunnWY-ZofEgw7KsEiJH4yvEXkKUb08YOJlc4QYXeZN5UA4h-Yb/pub?fbclid=IwAR1pK4kUG-rEG7RQKdM4rfNjwuCw1PaHN_8E7NjdQv_ALzSkf9TLkIxvnvk
https://www.facebook.com/groups/227893015854510/
https://www.instagram.com/findphilipkreycik/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1M7qQabjeJ0MBqFNwQDC8AsSmsMSt0p2j/view?fbclid=IwAR0Law6_F-iajLbosw0Ql3xmNohGD7qMO8CV9aSgQGdJgp4eczMhxEML3YQ
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1nuop4rChb9b_7p78XKWrM1swK4Ca8N3C/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PMg-wU04I52f25emj169OrdTAy12bq4u/view?usp=sharing
https://tinyurl.com/findphilipk
https://cdn.homedit.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/07/flyers-stuck-in-the-front-door.jpg
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1s1GnZCgUyxDD-fwHCk0_qa8q3VNX6zkHSG5PIUTEr4w/edit#gid=0
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How do I use Strava? 

●​ We’re using Strava to keep track of searched places. Please make sure to use it. 
●​ Check out this “how to” 
●​ Or check out this Video to explain how to follow the right account 
●​ Account to link to: https://www.strava.com/athletes/88719534  

How should I prepare to join the search team? 

●​ Wear long pants and hiking boots - if he fell off the trail, you’ll need to bushwhack and you don’t 
want poison oak, ticks, stickers, foxtails or to slip. Trail running shoes are ok but hiking shoes are 
best to go into a ravine or look off trail. The area has many dense patches of poison oak 

●​ I know many of us are trail runners, but this is not about covering the most miles - this is about 
hiking, stopping, calling, and listening. Call out his name and listen. Look down the creeks and 
ravines and anywhere you, as a trail runner, could see yourself falling. Hiking poles are also helpful 
for those steep edges. This is a VERY HILLY area!! 

●​ When traveling through the search area, pause often and try to listen for shifting. Explore single 
track trails shooting off from main trails 

●​ When observing the area, follow a Z Method: look across; look diagonal; then across again. 
Starting in this pattern was helpful as you tend to want to look everywhere all at once 

●​ Feel comfortable hiking as the pace should be slow to maintain alertness of surroundings. 
Likewise, pick your trusted pair of trail shoes or hiking boots to get the job done 

●​ Trickiest areas require poles as the steep hillsides are a mix of dry brush covering loose soil. 
●​ Be mindful of the wildlife. We crossed at least six deer and many turkeys during. 
●​ If you ever feel uncomfortable going into any area, DON’T DO IT. Best to be safe. Stick to the 

paths you feel most comfortable taking. 
●​ Check your phone every so often as the coordinators at camp will check-in for return status at the 

end of the day. Respond promptly to let them know your ETA to return 
●​ Things to bring: 

○​ GPS device (phones work great) so that you can record where you've searched on the 
Strava app. 

○​ WHISTLE! If you find him (or find yourself in trouble), you can only yell for so long but you 
can blow that whistle much, MUCH longer. Three loud blasts on the whistle until you’re 
found. 

○​ An emergency blanket if you have one - it’s not just a blanket, it’s a tarp, it’s a shelter, it’s a 
signal to fellow searchers. 

○​ Headlamp. 
○​ Powerbank for your phone 
○​ Gloves for rough terrain 
○​ Lots of water and electrolytes/gatorade - keep yourself hydrated. 
○​ Bug repellant (lemon eucalyptus worked great) 

●​ Most importantly, NEVER BECOME PART OF THE PROBLEM! Take care of yourself, don’t go 
alone, and don’t take any chances. 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1imoTFLb4TdA4KXwECr8xflDaqdsVyGiNl6QP7kOO0IU/edit?fbclid=IwAR2pSYzAJ7ByXByD_PmKoP2qPL1HEsIz6KNt3oz-eWHjaOnY1FmB27SDdwA#slide=id.p
https://www.facebook.com/1451687251/videos/1735820553269440/
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Can I search on my own? 

●​ At this time, we cannot provide support for unorganized search teams. Should you go, take all 
necessary precautions. Do not go alone. Avoid hazards. Avoid private property and respect all 
laws, rules, and regulations. And most importantly, do not become part of the problem. If you 
do go out please link to the Strava account https://www.strava.com/athletes/88719534  to 
share where you've been. 

●​ Please know that some of the areas on publicly available maps that appear not to have been 
searched actually have been. In particular, we want to discourage searches in the area from 
Sunol Ridge down to Palomares Road. We feel SAR covered it adequately. We also have fairly 
good indications that Philip did not make it over there. Exhausting options closer to his point of 
departure, if there are any perceived gaps, is better use of time. 

Where can I donate money? 

●​ We love that so many of you are interested in helping out financially! Tom Wooten has just 
started a GoFundMe for Philip’s family to assist with the search and for ongoing expenses: 
https://gofund.me/e502613c 

●​ Please also check the above options for non-monetary actions and help us spread the word to 
any social media platforms, e-mail lists, and other local community groups by sharing the FB 
Volunteer Group link!!! (https://www.facebook.com/groups/227893015854510/)  

Can I bring food or water? 

●​ We are well supplied with food and water for now and do not need further donations. 

Can I donate other equipment or supplies? 

●​ Needs are changing day to day. Check with the onsite coordinator or post a question in the 
group and we will tell you what is needed most. We will also update this space as needs 
evolve, at the moment no particular supplies or equipment are needed. 

Does the family need support? 

●​ The family has not expressed specific needs at this point, but we will reach out if and when 
that changes. Your interest in helping to ease their burden is much appreciated. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Digital volunteer outreach & coordination (Remote OK) 

 
Sign up HERE if you want to be a digital volunteer: LINK 

https://gofund.me/e502613c?fbclid=IwAR08DaXibgDbUtnjOKwhNIwM2fzEcR38vBSuAF9eJXfL3XTtY_dA1ThS3K4
https://www.facebook.com/groups/227893015854510/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf_cMPXgEOHaPjMzSdBzvlHqEhONMYsEuVhul05PTG2JVqbig/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf_cMPXgEOHaPjMzSdBzvlHqEhONMYsEuVhul05PTG2JVqbig/viewform


PHILIP KREYCIK SEARCH - FAQ & Volunteer Needs/Information 
8 

●​ Online Q&A / vol support: A lot of folks are asking questions on the FB group, public posts, etc. 
Help answer Q&A in the FB group and public posts, and direct people to this document & the 
Volunteer Group! (https://www.facebook.com/groups/227893015854510/) 

●​ Outreach: Help spread the word to any social media platforms, e-mail lists, and other local 
community groups. By: 

○​ Adding to this groups list!! 
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1G--j5knJnfQk1rHWEv7DBqitPAHdG55IFNgKiSek
sZU/edit#gid=0  

○​ Sharing the FB Volunteer Group link 
(https://www.facebook.com/groups/227893015854510/)  

○​ Sharing the Instagram link to signal boost and direct people to facebook/google docs: 
www.instagram.com/findphilipkreycik  

○​ Don’t hesitate to share - if you think a person / group may be of help, share the info with 
them! There's no harm in oversharing, and in fact, the more the better  

○​ All area hospitals have been contacted and are aware of the search 
○​ Printable PDF Missing Poster 
○​ FB Story - similar to flyer 

(https://m.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=10224471733314352&id=1037619303) 

Coordinators 

●​ Alice Lee (ping me on FB msgr) 
●​ Chris Van Alstyne (ping me on FB msgr, or chrisvanalstyne@gmail.com) 

 

FAQs for Digital outreach & coordination volunteers 
●​ Check the answer in the relevant section in this FAQ.  

○​ If you need help answering a question, please reach out to a coordinator 
○​ If the question is answered in the FAQ, provide an abridged answer and guide folks to the 

answered section of the FAQ (provide the link, state the section) 
○​ If you want edit capability to this document, please reach out to the coordinators in the box 

above 
●​ Group Discussion Management 

○​ Please become familiar with this FAQ and keep up to speed with updates. Answer 
questions based on the info that’s available, ideally directing folks to this sheet 

○​ Do not make net new posts unless you have a +1 from an Admin. Focus on topics already 
in discussion, particularly the announcements  

○​ Please click ‘Report post to group admins’ to flag posts that do not meet the community 
rules (ex. speculation). 

○​ For moderators: please delete comments that also don’t meet community rules (be strict 
about hiding speculation/redundant questions if you see any of these.)  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/227893015854510/
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1G--j5knJnfQk1rHWEv7DBqitPAHdG55IFNgKiSeksZU/edit#gid=0
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1G--j5knJnfQk1rHWEv7DBqitPAHdG55IFNgKiSeksZU/edit#gid=0
https://www.facebook.com/groups/227893015854510/
http://www.instagram.com/findphilipkreycik
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1M7qQabjeJ0MBqFNwQDC8AsSmsMSt0p2j/view?fbclid=IwAR0Law6_F-iajLbosw0Ql3xmNohGD7qMO8CV9aSgQGdJgp4eczMhxEML3YQ
https://m.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=10224471733314352&id=1037619303
mailto:chrisvanalstyne@gmail.com
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○​ Note that if you hide the comments, they are only hidden for YOU. Please make sure you 
delete them if you’re an admin/ moderator and see something that does not meet the 
community standards.  

○​ If you don’t know an answer, try and link the question to a coordinator who may know the 
answer 

●​ Instagram 
○​ Share on instagram using the handle @findphilipkreycik. The Instagram link to signal boost 

and direct people to facebook/google docs: www.instagram.com/findphilipkreycik  
○​ Not sure how to share the posts or stories from @findphilipkreycik feed on instagram, see 

here: https://www.facebook.com/help/instagram/1013375002134043 or here: 
https://www.businessinsider.com/how-to-share-a-post-to-your-instagram-story for directions 

 
 

http://www.instagram.com/findphilipkreycik
https://www.facebook.com/help/instagram/1013375002134043
https://www.businessinsider.com/how-to-share-a-post-to-your-instagram-story
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