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Prepare to Live or Die 

​ How many people know how to install solar panels on a roof or build a makeshift toilet? 

Would the average person know how to barricade a home effectively against intruders using 

materials torn from interior walls? Most educated adults know that a person can survive several 

days without food but only for a short time without water; however, do they know how to turn a 

lake or rainwater into drinkable water? Many people would correctly suggest that boiling the 

water would do the trick, but do those same people know how to start a fire without a lighter or 

match? These are not skills that schools teach, but they should. Each year, the world becomes 

more advanced, but the advancements come with risks. More and more of day-to-day life relies 

on electricity to function. What would happen if electricity ceased to exist? The results would be 

catastrophic. Contemporary travel also poses risks. Air travel makes it possible for a single, 

devastating virus to wipe out most of the world’s population very quickly. Are these dangers real 

possibilities? With more and more countries developing sophisticated weaponry, more and more 

viruses morphing into monsters, and bacteria becoming more resistant to contemporary 

medication every day, they are. Unfortunately, as societies become more advanced, fewer people 

are prepared to survive in the event of a catastrophe. The survival skills that once sustained the 

world’s ancestors have fallen by the wayside because they are not necessary in today’s world. 

This fact could have devastating consequences in the event of a wide-scale disaster. For this 

reason, survival information and skills should be specified and embedded in the required courses 

students take in school. 
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Though some people may not believe it, recent evidence suggests that there is a strong 

possibility that the world could face an EMP attack, leaving few people able to survive.  

Natural disturbances in the earth’s environment could also have disastrous repercussions 

for the world.  

The skills needed for surviving a long-term catastrophe are not the sorts of skills that the 

average person possesses.  

While it is possible to take survival courses and learn basic survival skills and techniques, 

these courses are woefully inadequate for preparing people to survive a long-term event.  

Educating people on long-term survival techniques and skills throughout their entire 

educational careers is the only way to prepare people to survive a widespread catastrophic 

situation.  
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