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Thank You for the Donkeys In My
Life
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We will consider appreciation as it relates to the things that we like and the things that we
need-but don't necessarily like-in our lives.
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e How do you say thank you to someone?
e What is one thing that happened today that you are grateful for?
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This learning can be done independently, as a 12 nn.., or together
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2- "Sanctify every male first-born for 7X71W 1112 0N1°73 109 1iJ2777 "7 WTPA2
Me; human and animal, the first born “NIN 17 NNNA2 OTNA
from Bnei Yisrael is Mine.” 17 1
11- “And when Hashem Brings you into
the land of the Canaanim, as He Swore to
you and your ancestors, and Gives it to

WK JYIID YRCTNCN KT DL -KT
F17 AINA DA77 VW)

MW 997771°'27 0NYYT7) Myt -
‘N7 OMJ1 7 M WK ANl

you, : . .
12- set apart every first born for Hashem: NTIN X7°0K1 DWW NTIN 1NN I 7711
every male firstborn that your animals :NTIA 7'J22 OTX 1132 731 IRTWI

have shall be Hashem'’s.
13- But redeem each firstborn donkey
with a sheep; if you don’t redeem it,
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break its neck. And redeem every male
firstborn from your children.

e Why do we have this Mitzvah?

e What strikes you as odd in this Mitzvah? What parts seem clear?

e Why are donkeys included? (the only not Kosher animal included)

e If donkeys are included, why do we have to redeem them with a sheep?

e Why do we have to break the donkey’s neck if we don’t redeem them?

ow "wn
11NN 109 Firstborn donkey— but not the NN ;NKNL NNNA IXW 109 X71.710N 109
first offspring of other Xnov or not Kosher O0"MXN MiJ217WNIW 97 XN 2ININ
animals. The Torah Tells us to do this JNNXT 7KW DK VIO, TIVT ;0MiNNY
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for this exception is because donkeys
helped the Bnei Yisrael when they left
Mitzraryim, as all of them took several
donkeys carrying the silver and gold of
Mitzrayim.

e Which reason resonates with you the most?
e What is the difference between the two reasons?
e Do either of these seem like the real reason?

e Do these reasons explain why we need to redeem the animal on a sheep?
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Rabbi Akiva was once traveling and needed a place to stay overnight. He knocked on
everyone in a town'’s door, but no one would invite him in. He did not get upset, and
said, “Everything G-d Does is for the good.”

Having no other option, he camped in woods outside of town. He was traveling with a
donkey to carry his things, a rooster to wake him up, and a lamp to learn with at night.
Early that night, a lion ate his donkey, his rooster was killed by another predator, and
the wind blew out his lamp. After each of these things, Rabbi Akiva said, “Everything
G-d Does is for the good.”

The next morning, he realized that, overnight, a Roman army had attacked the town
and taken its people captive. Had he been staying there, he would also be taken
captive.

Had his donkey or rooster stayed alive, their braying and crowing would have alerted
the army’s attention. Had his candle been burning, they would have seen him in the
forest. “Everything that happened was for the good.”

e Can you relate to Rabbi Akiva's reaction, either during or after the story?

e How do you think Rabbi Akiva kept his demeanor while the story was happening?
e Are you able to recognize how things that seem bad are really good?

e s everything bad that happens really good?
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(15 minutes)

The Mitzvah of redeeming a firstborn donkey is one of the only Mitzvot, and certainly the
only Korban, involving a non Kosher animal. The Mitzvah is an extension of the general
Mitzvah to redeem the firstborn animals and humans, reminding us that our firstborns were
spared during N1N132 N13N. The truth is that all of us, firstborn and others like, only made it
out of Mitzrayim and exist because of the Kindness of Hashem. Sometimes Hashem's
Kindness is obvious- we have a great thing happen, a spiritual experience or clear Berachot
in our lives. Whether we appreciate it or not, these are things it is easy to say “Thank You
Hashem” for. Other times, things seem more difficult, negative or bad, and even unwanted.
This too, however, is Hashem’s Kindness. Do we always see it? Can we say “Thank You
Hashem” for these things? It can be hard, even if we recognize that it is for our own good.
So we redeem these things with a sheep, saying, “l| recognize this is Your Kindness, Hashem;
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but it is hard for me to say ‘Thank You' directly. Let me exchange it for a sheep, and say
‘Thank You’ with that.”
The word for donkey is “InNN”, the same root as the word “1N1N”, physical or chemical. The

Mitzvah of redeeming a firstborn donkey says that even those things that seem lowly,
unwanted or bad ARE from Hashem, and we need to elevate those things, too.

1. What are some things in your life that seem negative, but are really good for you?
2. What is one way you can learn to recognize these things as Hashem'’s Kindess?

3. How can you elevate difficult things or experiences in your life?
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(5 minutes)

e What is one ‘donkey’ (thing that looks bad but is really good) in your life?

e What is one thing you need to appreciate more?

Notes to the teacher

e Be sensitive to students who may have significant or serious challenges in
their lives. Perhaps give a caveat of sorts that we are not expected to have
this attitude for everything in life.

e Any section of the learning can be done in multiple ways, though it may be
helpful to separate the Pasukim and the story.
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e Do you have students or classes that seem difficult, but really have the
potential to bring something out in you as a person or educator?

e How often is your reaction to difficulties one of appreciation?

e Do you have strategies to channel students’ struggles toward growth?

e What are some of your ‘donkeys’ in your life?
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Thank You for the Donkeys In My
Life
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We will consider appreciation as it relates to the things that | like and the things that |
need-but dont necessarily like- in our lives.
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11- “And when Hashem Brings you into
the land of the Canaanim, as He Swore to
you and your ancestors, and Gives it to
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you, . ‘ .
12- set apart every first born for Hashem: NTIN X7°0K1 DWW NTIN NN WI771-1"
every male firstborn that your animals NTIN 7122 OTX 11JA 731191

have shall be Hashem'’s.

13- But redeem each firstborn donkey
with a sheep; if you don’t redeem it,
break its neck. And redeem every male
firstborn from your children.

e Why do we have this Mitzvah?

e What strikes you as odd in this Mitzvah? What parts seem clear?

e Why are donkeys included? (the only not Kosher animal included)



e If donkeys are included, why do we have to redeem them with a sheep?

e Why do we have to break the donkey’s neck if we don’t redeem them?

71NN 109 Firstborn donkey— but not the
first offspring of other Xnv or not Kosher
animals. The Torah Tells us to do this
because the firstborn of Mitzraym are
compared to donkeys; another reason
for this exception is because donkeys
helped the Bnei Yisrael when they left
Mitzraryim, as all of them took several
donkeys carrying the silver and gold of
Mitzrayim.
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e Which reason resonates with you the most?

e What is the difference between the two reasons?

e Do either of these seem like the real reason?

e Do these reasons explain why we need to redeem the animal on a sheep?
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Rabbi Akiva was once traveling and needed a place to stay overnight. He knocked on
everyone in a town'’s door, but no one would invite him in. He did not get upset, and
said, “Everything G-d Does is for the good.”

Having no other option, he camped in woods outside of town. He was traveling with a
donkey to carry his things, a rooster to wake him up, and a lamp to learn with at night.
Early that night, a lion ate his donkey, his rooster was killed by another predator, and
the wind blew out his lamp. After each of these things, Rabbi Akiva said, “Everything
G-d Does is for the good.”

The next morning, he realized that, overnight, a Roman army had attacked the town
and taken its people captive. Had he been staying there, he would also be taken
captive.

Had his donkey or rooster stayed alive, their braying and crowing would have alerted
the army’s attention. Had his candle been burning, they would have seen him in the
forest. “Everything that happened was for the good.”

e Can you relate to Rabbi Akiva's reaction, either during or after the story?

How do you think Rabbi Akiva kept his demeanor while the story was happening?

Are you able to recognize how things that seem bad are really good?

Is everything bad that happens really good?

Mitzvah of redeeming a firstborn donkey is one of the only Mitzvot, and certainly the only
Korban, involving a non Kosher animal. The Mitzvah is an extension of the general Mitzvah to
redeem the firstborn animals and humans, reminding us that our firstborns were spared
during N1N132 n13n. The truth is that all of us, firstborn and others like, only made it out of
Mitzrayim and exist because of the Kindness of Hashem. Sometimes Hashem's Kindness is
obvious- we have a great thing happen, a spiritual experience or clear Berachot in our lives.
Whether we appreciate it or not, these are things it is easy to say “Thank You Hashem” for.
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Other times, things seem more difficult, negative or bad, and even unwanted. This too,
however, is Hashem'’s Kindness. Do we always see it? Can we say “Thank You Hashem” for
these things? It can be hard, even if we recognize that it is for our own good. So we redeem
these things with a sheep, saying, “l recognize this is Your Kindness, Hashem; but it is hard
for me to say ‘Thank You' directly. Let me exchange it for a sheep, and say ‘Thank You" with
that.”

The word for donkey is “1nn”, the same root as the word “IN1N”, physical or chemical. The
Mitzvah of redeeming a firstborn donkey says that even those things that seem lowly,
unwanted or bad ARE from Hashem, and we need to elevate those things, too.

e What are some things in your life that seem negative, but are really good for you?

e What is one way you can learn to recognize these things as Hashem'’s Kindess?

e How can you elevate difficult things or experiences in your life?



