
 
HIGHLIGHTING NEW LEGACY CIRCLE MEMBERS - JANUARY EDITION Jason and Beth 
Hynes​
​
Why did you choose to become a Legacy Circle 
member? 
We chose to become legacy circle members of Divine 
Redeemer because we felt it was one of the best 
ways that we could pay it forward.  Our two kids had 
such a positive experience at DR, from daycare 
through eighth grade, that we wanted to help give 
other families the same opportunity we had. 

Why is having an endowment important to DR? 
Having a strong endowment fund at Divine Redeemer 
is critical to our long-term survival.  It enhances our 
ability to compete, provide Christian education, and 
provide our community with a safe place to grow 
their faith, hear the truth about our Lord and Savior, 
and get involved through Bible studies, mission work, 
and many other ministry opportunities. 

What would you like to say to other people who are (or should be ) thinking about 
Eternity Giving and the DR Endowment Fund? 

For those in our congregation that are thinking about making a donation to the DR endowment 
fund, now or in the future, we say - “Make it happen. It’s an excellent way to pay it forward. Our 
church and school do so many great things and by making a small commitment we can ensure 
that many others get to hear the good news about Jesus Christ for years to come. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HIGHLIGHTING NEW LEGACY CIRCLE MEMBERS - 
AUGUST EDITION Bob and Jay Mikulec​
​
Why did you choose to become a Legacy Circle 
member? 
Our church is now 50 years old and has become an 
institution in the Lake Country community. We'd like 



the church and its school to continue to grow and flourish for the next 50 years 
and way beyond. Via the Legacy CIrcle, a strong DR endowment can help 
turn this hope into reality. 
Why is having an endowment important to DR? 

The endowment is intended to help the church do things it might not normally 
be able to accomplish with its normal operating budget or via a capital 
campaign. 
We were amazed to hear from Pastor Adam that his vicarship in Michigan was 
entirely funded by the church's foundation. That's just one of many great 
initiatives they fund every year from an endowment which is 30X the size of 
ours. Wow! The primary reason is that it was founded about 20 years earlier 
than ours and has grown due to increased awareness as well as the passage 
of time. 
What would you like to say to other people who are (or should be ) 
thinking about Eternity Giving and the DR Endowment Fund? 

For most people including ourselves, the gift to the endowment will come from 
our estate. That can happen via your estate plan (will or trust) but it can also 
be as fast and simple as establishing a new account within your 401K or IRA 
and designating the DR endowment as the beneficiary. Giving from your 
estate does not impact your wealth while you are alive. Frankly, telling our 
children we included the church endowment in our estate planning sent a 
message about our desire to do the Lord's work now and into eternity. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
HIGHLIGHTING NEW LEGACY CIRCLE MEMBERS - SEPTEMBER 
EDITION ​

Dr. Ken and Nettie Saydel​
​
Why did you choose to become a Legacy Circle member? 



Being long-time members of DR, we want to continue to support the great 
church and school and make sure it 
will thrive well into the future. 
Why is having an endowment 
important to DR? 

The Endowment Fund’s purpose is to 
help support DR's important 
mission/programs/ extras that are not 
financed by the yearly budget. 
Hopefully the Ministry Endowment 
Fund can provide these extra funds to 
support such needed programs. 
What would you like to say to other 
people who are (or should be ) thinking about Eternity Giving and the DR 
Endowment Fund? 

We all want our estates to leave something to our heirs. However, an even 
better legacy is to leave some for the advancement of God's kingdom! 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
HIGHLIGHTING NEW LEGACY CIRCLE MEMBERS - MARCH EDITION Angela and Derek 
Fischer​
​



Why did you choose to become a Legacy Circle 
member?​
We are both born and raised Lutheran’s.  Both products of 
local Lutheran grade schools, Lutheran high school and 
Lutheran college for Derek.  We have been blessed to know 
Jesus our entire lives and it is important to Derek and I to 
leave a lasting impact and to support DR’s church and 
school missions for future generations.  We also want to 
model volunteering and giving to our children in hopes we 
inspire them to do the same.  We are committed to leaving a 
faithful legacy and that brings peace and fulfillment. 
​
Why is having an endowment important to DR?​
This is a great way to make a lasting impact and ensure 
the mission and ministry of Divine Redeemer continues to thrive.​
​
What would you like to say to other people who are (or should be) thinking about 
Eternity Giving and the DR Endowment Fund?​
Becoming a Legacy Circle member is a deeply personal decision, driven by faith, gratitude, and 
a desire to make a difference. If you’re considering it, we encourage you to seek guidance from 
an estate planning professional to explore the best options for your situation so your legacy 
continue to bless others.​
By being a part of the Legacy Circle, it reflects your commitment to stewardship.  It’s a way of 
saying, “I want to use the resources God has entrusted to me to further His work.” 
 

 



HIGHLIGHTING NEW LEGACY CIRCLE MEMBERS - OCTOBER EDITION
​

Ron and Stacy Bader 
Why did you choose to become a Legacy Circle member?​
​
God has done amazing things at Divine Redeemer. He has grown 
Divine Redeemer in a relatively short time span from infancy in the 
basement of a local bank to a sprawling campus today with a 
membership of well over 1,000 and a K-8 school. In pursuing its 
mission of making known the love of God in Christ Jesus to its 
members and guests, Divine Redeemer has touched countless lives 
in an ever-widening ripple. Personally, Stacy and I have experienced 
significant growth in our own faith lives in our almost fifteen years 
as DR Members. When we think of the impact our Savior has had at 
DR over the last 50 years, we can’t help but think of the impact He 
can have in sharing the Gospel over the next 50 years and beyond.​
​
Stacy and I have had vague thoughts and ideas on legacy gifting to the church over the past 
years. However, it wasn’t until we became involved and familiar with the Endowment Fund that 
the pieces came together. The Endowment Fund is a perpetual fund benefiting DR and its 
mission that consists of “gifts that keep on giving”. Joining the Legacy Circle allowed us to 
formalize our desire to provide long-term support in sharing about the saving grace of Jesus 
beyond our earthly lives.​
​
Why is having an endowment important to DR?​
​
While DR’s Endowment Fund is in its infancy, we are already starting to see some of the benefits 
with its first two Grants made this year – a $2,500 scholarship towards Lake Country Lutheran 
tuition which was granted to a deserving student and a $2,500 grant to A Place of Refuge, one 
of our quarterly mission partners. The purpose of the Endowment Fund is to provide support 
for DR and Christian Ministries above and beyond programs supported through regular 
offerings all for the sole purpose of bringing people to the love of Jesus Christ. The perpetual 
nature of the Endowment Fund, where grants and program support are limited to income, will 
provide an ongoing opportunity for the fund to grow, not only through additional gifts but also 
through investment performance. The Endowment Fund has grown meaningfully over the past 
several years through a number of living and legacy gifts and we are truly excited for the 
Endowment Fund to grow its impact in the Great Commission (Matthew 28: 16-20) for future 
generations.​
​
What would you like to say to other people who are (or should be) thinking about 
Eternity Giving and the DR Endowment Fund?​
​
“Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under 
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.” 2nd Corinthians 9:7​



​
“But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and 
where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be 
also.” Matthew 6:20-21​
​
God has blessed each and every one of us richly in our own ways with what is His in the first 
place. We can think of few greater gifts to our brothers, sisters, and children in Christ than 
playing a small and easy part in ensuring the salvation of future generations. 

 

 

HIGHLIGHTING NEW LEGACY CIRCLE MEMBERS - AUG 2024 EDITION 
 
Why did you choose to become a Legacy Circle member?  
We have been members of Divine Redeemer for 40 years and have been involved in many area 
of service. Jerry was on the Board of Education 
during the time we had a kindergarten class in the 
1980’s. It was exciting as families continued to 
encourage the church to add more grades with 
today serving 500 children. Teaching all God’s 
children is (The Great Commission Matthew 28: 
19-20), the future of our church and school.  
 
Why is having an endowment important to DR? 
 A strong endowment fund will continue to allow 
our church and school to serve our members and 
the Hartland Community with Christ Filled 
Worship, Bible Studies, Christian Day school, 
Sunday School, VBS and numerous opportunities 
to serve at home and throughout the World for 
years to come.  
 
What would you like to say to other people who are (or should be) thinking about 
Eternity Giving and the DR Endowment fund? 
 Our legacy to the Endowment Fund will continue to bring the Good News of Jesus to Divine 
Redeemer Church and School for years to come. We can’t think of a better way to fund future 
ministry than to be bold and obedient to give back what Jesus gave to us. Give in a way you 
have never given before. 
 


