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l. NGAY N GIG G

Sau dot Téng cdng kich ctia quan ddi Bac Viét vao toan cdi mién Nam trong dip Tét Mau Than 1968, duéi ap luc
ctia quan ching Hoa Ky do nhiing thanh phan phan chién xach dong, ngay 31 thang 3 nam 1968, Tong thong
Johnson tuyén b8 ngung oanh tac mién B3c ti vi tuyén 20 trd ra, dong thdi clf dai dién lién lac v8i chinh ph
Bac Viét d€ md cudc hoa dam. Ngay 13 thang 5 nam 1968, Hoi Nghi Paris gitia hai bén khai mac, nhung phai
dén ngay 18 thang 1 ndam 1969 mdi chinh thiic di vao thoa thudn cu thé; tuy nhién, do nhiing quan diém di biét
va khéng chiu nhugng bd nhau, cudc hda dam nhiéu lan bi bé tac, mdc dau van c6 nhiing ti€p xic bi mat. Dén
cudi nam 1971, do nhiing chuyén bién ngoai giao qudc té, két hgp vdi nhiing cudc oanh kich nang né cta

Khdng quan Hoa Ky trén mién Bac. Chinh phu Bc Viét chdp nhan md lai cudc hoa dam.

DE hau thuan cho cudc thugng thuyét nay, Bo Chinh Tri Dang Cong san da ra nghi quyét ma cudc tan cong
dong loat trén toan [dnh thé mién Nam VN ma y dinh ban dau [dy mién Dong Nam BJ [am diém, dé néu cé thdi
cd thuan Igi s& tan cong uy hiép Sai Gon, tao ap luc trén ban hdi nghi, nhung sau khi cdn nhac thdy con nhiéu
diém yéu chua hoan thién. Bo Chinh tri quyét dinh chuyén hudng tan cong, lay Tri Thién lam diém v8i mot co
gang cao nhat dé chiém dugc 2 tinh nay bdi § day dé tap trung luc lugng, chi dao va bao dam vat chat cho mét

chién dich quy mo [dn.



Do tinh chat quan trong cla trdn chién, Quan Oy Trung udng quan ddi Bac Viét d3 cho thanh 1ap Dang ty va B6
Tu |&nh chién dich Tri Thién do tudng Lé Trong Tan phd téng Tham muu trudng lam Tu énh, tudng Lé Quang
Dao, phd chd nhiém Tong cuc Chinh tri lam Chinh Gy kiém Bi thu Dang Qy, cac tudng Cao van Khanh, Giap van
Cudng, Doan Tué, Hong San, Ludng Nhan, Anh Dé [am pho Tu Lénh, Bi thu dang iy Quang Tri H6 SiThan cling
dudc tham gia dang Gy BO Tu lénh chién dich. Thugng tudng Van Tién Diing, Uy vién BO Chinh tri, Téng tham
muu trudng dudc ctf lam dai dién clia quan Gy Trung udng truc tiép chi dao hudng tan cong chién lugc quan

trong nay.

Ngay 11 thadng 3 ndm 1972 BCT thong qua nghi quyét clia Quan Uy Trung udng. Ngay 15 thang 3 ndm 1972 tai
B&i Ha (Tay Vinh Linh), tudng Tan da hop B6 Chi Huy chién dich d& danh gia tinh hinh hai phia trong khu vuc,
dong thgi pho bién nhiém vu va phan cdng cu thé. Ngay md cudc tan cong la 4g30 chiéu 30-3-1972.

Sang ngay 30 thang 3 nam 72 BS Tu lénh chién dich hop [an cudi dé khai trién ké hoach Trudng phong Quan
Bdo clla mat tran bdo cao Trung doan 56 dang trén dudng dén thay quan & Fuller. Tudng Tan nhan dinh nhu
vay ké hoach chua bai [6 nén da cho giG n6 sung sém han, tdc 11 gig 30. Tuy vay, lic 10g30 khi TD 2/56 cua
Thiéu ta V3 van Dat trén dudng dén can cU Fuller dé thay quan cho TD1/2 cta Thiéu ta Truang Thanh Hung d3
lot vao & phuc kich ctia TB 3/27 Trung doan 27 Doc lap, Tiéu doan trudng Nguyén Hitu Hiéu da ra lénh nd siing
(s6m han ké hoach 1 gig). Dén 11gidg30 khi gid G khdi diém. Sau khau [énh "Bdo Tap" cta tudng Tan, hang tram
khau phao 130 ly, HT.122 dong loat nd dan vao 14 can c phong tha clia Su doan 3 va Thiy quan luc chién.
Cung lic cac ddn vi cGa Su doan 308 vugt song Bén Hai tan cong tran ngadp cac can cl cta Trung doan 57 va
Trung doan 2 tai Gio Linh, déng thai Su doan 304 6 at chiém linh diém déng quan cua cac Tiéu doan thudc LI
doan 147 & phia Tay, can c Khe Gid do Tiéu doan 3/56 tran gili va mét bd phan clia Trung doan 27 Su doan 308
chiém can cU Fuller. Tiép do, tap trung phao cudng tép vao hai can cl Carroll, ban doanh ctia Bo Chi huy Trung

doan 56 va can c(f Mai Loc, Bo chi huy L doan 147 TQLC.

Ngay 2 thang 4 nam 1972, Trung ta Pham Van Dinh, Trung doan trudng Trung doan 56 do nhiéu yéu t6 tac dong

da lién lac vdi quan Bac Viét xin dau hang, dém dé can cd Mai Léc cling phai di tan.
1. QUA TRINH HINH THANH CAN CU TAN LAM

Sau su kién vinh Bac bd vao ngay 5 thang 8 nam 1964 khi hai khu truc ham Maddox va Tunnee bi tdn cong,

Téng thdng Hoa ky Johnson tlic khac ra [énh tra diia, dong thdi xin phép Quéc hdi d6 quan vao Viét Nam.



Ngay 8 thang 2 nam 1965, hai dai d6i Thay quan luc chién tinh nhué dau tién cta quan ddi Hoa Ky d6 bd 1én Da

Nang, ké ti d6 khai trién quan 6 at trén cac khu vuc trong yéu dé bao vé mién Nam Viét Nam.

Vao dau nam 1966, c6 chi dau cho thay cac Su doan chi luc Bac Viét bat ddu xam nhip vao viing phi quan su tu

hai hudng Bac va Tay Bac, da cho nhitng dan vi tién tiéu ap sat luc lugng TQLC/ Hoa ky.

Dén trung tuan thang 7, quan ddi Hoa ky cho md cudc hanh quan Hastings gom 5 Tiéu doan B0 binh va 1 Tiéu
doan phdo tién vao cac khu vuc phia Ty va Ty Bdc Cam L9, doc theo Quéc Lo 9. Cudc tién quan gap su khang

cu clia Cong quan dang c6 bao vé hanh lang xam nhap. Mot vi tri phao binh da dudc thiét ap trén doi 241.

Sau cudc hanh quan Hastings, mac dau bi thiét hai ning, nhung quan déi Bac Viét da tang quan va chiém gill

nhiéu cao diém & phia Bac Qudc 16 9.

Cu0i thang 9 nam 1966, TQLC/Hoa Ky ma cudc hanh quan Prairie d€ giai tda nhiing c(f diém nay. Tiéu doan 3
thudc Trung doan 4 SD3/TQLC dugc [énh tan cong vao hai ngon doi 400 va 484, sau khi chiém xong d6i 400, Dai
doi Kilo clia Pai Uy James J. Carroll ciing ¢ hé théng phong thi va yém trg cho Dai déi M dang tién én dinh
doi 484, dia thé ngon doi nay hiém trd, doc ngugc. Mdy bay va phao binh yém trg khdng hiéu qua, nén da s
dung xe tdng dé tac xa thang vao sudn ni ...Nhung mét diéu khéng may xay ra: Vao lic 10 gid sdng ngay

5/10/1966 c6 2 qua dan da lac vao d6i 400 lam cho 13 chién si tif thudng trong dé cé Dai ty Carroll.

D6i 241 da dudc thiét 1ap trudc dé nhu la mot vi tri phao binh, sau nay phat trién thanh mot can ¢ hoa luc, dat
ban doanh ctia mét Trung doan, [dy ngay sinh nhat cia TQLC Hoa Ky [am ngay khai sinh va lay tén ctia Dai Uy
Carroll dat cho tén cuia can cu: Cu thé Camp James J. Carroll dugc thanh 13p vao ngay 10 thang 11 nam 1966
(D6i 241 - Can cU Carroll c6 tén trén ban d6 la Dong Tranh, khi QL/VNCH nhan ban giao, déi thanh Can C Tan

Lam)

Trong cao diém clia cudc chién Viét Nam, Carroll la B chi huy Trung doan 4 thudc Su doan 3 TQLC/ Hoa Ky va
la mot cdn cl hoa luc manh nhat tai khu vuc nay, ngi déng quan cla 4 Tiéu doan Phao Binh (2 TD cla Trung
doan 12 PB/TQLC va 2 TD cua Lién doan 94 Phao Binh Luc Quan). Tu day dai bac 175 ly va dai bac nong 8

inches ban yém trg cho cac don vi trong mot vong cung tif Khe Sanh dén Con Tién va thudng xuyén dau sung



v8i phdo 130 ly ctia quan doi Bac Viét bén kia sdng B&n Hai. Can cl rong du dé chlfa hon 2000 quan véi mot
vong dai phong thu quy mé. Dia hinh can c( rat ly tudng dé phong ngu: Xay theo hinh luc giac trén mot ngon
doi tréng, quan tri phong cé thé quan sat 4 hudng va phat hién dich quan tif cy ly 500 - 1000 mét.

CAMP CARROLL SEEN FROM THE AIR

Trong 3 nam trd déng clia quan ddi Hoa Ky, trai Carroll chua mét [an bi tdn céng bang bd binh, chi cé nhiing
dot phao kich nham khéng ché hda luc yém trg dac biét la vao thang 3 nam 1967 khi quan déi Bac Viét tap
trung mat luc lugng hung hdu dé tan cong Khe Sanh. Sau téng cong kich Tét Mau Than, ap luc dich trong khu
vuc giam dan, chinh phli Hoa Ky bat dau thuc hién chinh sach Viét Nam héa chién tranh, rit dan quan déi vé
nudc. Thang 7 ndm 1969, can c( Carroll dugc chuyén lai cho QLVNCH, ddn vi nhan ban giao la Trung doan 2 Su
doan 1 B Binh.

Tinh hinh tugng d6i yén tinh cho dén cudi thang 3 nam 1972, sau 3 ngay bi phao lién tuc v8i mic d6 va cudng
do ac liét, Trung ta Trung doan trudng TD56 da c6 mot cude hop dé quyét dinh dau hang. Vao ldc 2g30, ngay
2/4/1972 Pai Gy Nhon Trudng ban 2 nhan [énh Trung td Dinh cam cd trang ra trudc céng can cd nhu la ddu hiéu
budng bd vii khi ctia toan Trung doan, cling la thdi diém danh dau su cham dit hoat dong ctia can cf hoa luc
Tan Lam sau 5 ndm, 4 thang, 23 ngay thanh [3p vdi biét bao cdng slic va xuong mau ctia cac chién si Viét My

quyét tam gin gitl.



1. QUAN DOI BAC VIET TAN CONG

Khi quan doi Hoa Ky rut di, khu vuc tinh Quang Tri chi ¢6 Trung doan 2/SP1BB va 1 L doan TQLC dan méng dé
phong tha. Sau hanh quan Lam Son 719, B6 Tong Tham Muu QLVNCH quyét dinh thanh [&p tai day mot Su
doan B6 Binh. Ngay 1 thang 10 nam 1971 Su doan 3 BJ Binh ra ddi, ldy Trung doan 2 SB1 lam luc lugng nong
c6t va 2 Trung doan Tan Lap 56 va 57. LUc nay cac ddn vi thudc Trung doan 2 chiu trach nhiéu khu vyc Carroll,

Khe Gié va Fuller. Trung doan 56 va 57 tai cac can c & Tay Gio Linh cing mdt s6 vung dong bang.

“..... Sdng sém ngay 30/ 3/1972 Tr.D 2 va 56 hoan chuyén trai va vung trdch nhiém. Tr.D 56 tif cdn c(t C2 8 Bac
Cam L6 di chuyén vé hudng Nam, thay thé Tr.D 2 & can cU Carroll, can c( hda luc Fuller va Khe Gid. Mugi mot
gid ba mudi, khi doan quan con dang di chuyén, mot sé chua kip qua séng (song Cam L9, trén dau dudng 9),
chi c6 mot dai doi tac chién va dai doi chi huy vifa vao trong can cUf Carroll thi dich quan tan cong. Phao 130 ly
cua dich ban tran ngp cac muc tiéu. Khdng phai chi c6 Tr.D 2 va 56 bi tdn cdng, tat ca cac can c( trén toan
Quang Tri bi tdn cong. G hudng Bc SB 308 CSBV chia lam bén miii vudt qua vi tuyén 17 déanh thang vao Tr.D
57; 8 hudng Tay tu bién gidi Lao, SD 304 va mot trung doan thiét gidp danh vao cac tién don cda Lt doan
147TQLC & Nui Ba Ho va Sarge. Ngay hdm d6, mat trdn Bac va Tay Bac Quang Tri hoan toan trong bién [Ua:
CSBV ban 2,000 qua dan chung quanh cdn cl Fuller, Khe Gid, Carroll trong téng s6 11,000 trai trong 24 tiéng

dau cua chién dich..”

VGi cudc hoan chuyén vi tri dang dién ra khi cdng san tan céng, ba ti€u doan clia Tr.D 56 chi c6 mot phan bén
trong nhiing can c da dudc chi dinh. Hai tiéu doan 1/56 va 2/56 van con ket gitta dudng va dang bi phao cua
dich quan kém lai mét cho; tiéu doan 3/56 & Khe Gid va 1/2 (ti€u doan 1 clia trung doan 2), chua rdi trai khi
Céng quan tan cong & Fuller cling khdng di chuyén dugc vi bi phdo. B4 binh CSBV tdn cong hai can c(f sudt
ngay 30. Trua 31, Khe Gid va Fuller that thd. Luc lugng & hai can ¢ nay md dudng mau rit vé hudng dong nam,
vé can cU Carroll. V8i hé thong truyén tin bi pha hay, Trung Ta Dinh gan nhu hoan toan bat lyc trong viéc diéu
dong cac canh quan dang phan tan. Khong phai chi c¢é trung doan 56 ctia Trung Ta Dinh la nam trong hoan
canh ngat ngheo: bén trai clia can cl Carroll, 8 hudng Tay va Tay Nam, hai can c( hda luc NGi Ba HO va Sarge
(Déng Toan) - vong dai bao vé cta Carroll - sap bi tran ngap. Mugi gid rudi dém 31, tiéu doan 4 TQLC & can c(
hoa luc NGi Ba H6 di tan. Khi NGi Ba H6 di tan thi can cd Sarge & phia Nam cling khong thé gilt dugc. Bon gis
sang dém do, sau khi khang dinh dugc tinh hinh & hudng Bac, bd chi huy T4 TQLC & Sarge cling rut di. Hai



toan quan TQLC déu di tan vé can cdf Mai Loc, ba cdy s6 hudng Nam can c( Carroll, ngi ¢é ban doanh cua i

doan 147 TQLC. Bay gid chi con Carroll va Mai L6c nam trén hudng ti€n quan cta SD 304 vé Quang Tri.
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Source: Book “Vietnam’s Forgotten Army: Heroism and Betrayal in the ARVN”.
Written by Wiest, Andrew

Ngay 31-3-1972 Trung Ta Dinh lién lac v8i Chuan Tudng Vii Van Giai dé xin tiép vién. “Néu khdng dudc tiép vién,
can cl chi ¢é thé gill dudc vai ngay nifa thdi.” Ong Dinh bao cdo v8i Tudng Giai. “Rang chd, sé ¢ tiép vién,”
Tudng Giai tra |8i. Hom sau, 1 thang 4, Tudng Lam dich than goi Trung T4 Dinh. Tudng Lam ra [énh van tat, la Su
Doan 3BB va Quan Doan | khdng con gi dé tiép vién. Trung doan 56 phai gill cdn cl Carroll bang moi gia! Cling
ngay, nhitng canh quan di tan hay nhiing canh quan bi ket vi phao kich lan [ugt vé dudc bén trong can cd

Carroll ....."
Tinh hinh cang lic cang xau lam cho Trung ta Dinh rat hoang mang.

"..... SU bi quan trg thanh that vong khi tin tdc qua hé thong truyén tin cho biét hai Trung doan 2 va 57 trén
dudng di tan vé Pdng Ha va B Chi Huy Su DPoan 3BB s& rdi cdn c( Ai T v& Quang Tri dé tranh tam dai bac 130



ly clia Cdng quan tir bén kia sdng B&n Hai ban qua. T&i ngay 1 thang 4, v§i tat ca quan di tan tu vé, can cl

Carroll bay gid cd khoang 1,500 tay stng trong vong dai phong thu ..."

Sang mong 2 - 4-1972, Tr. Ta Binh goi vé BTL/SD xin yém trg nhung khéng gap Chuan tudng Vii van Giai, can cd
van bi mua phao don dap, sau d6 éng triéu tdp cudc hop Ban Chi huy Trung doan va cac dan vi trudng tang

phai gom:

- Trung ta Pham van Binh - Trung doan trudng

- Trung ta Vinh Phong - Trung doan pho

- Thi€u ta Thué - Phao Binh, phu ta hoa luc

- Thiéu ta Tén That Man - Tiéu doan trudng Tiéu doan 1/56
- Dai Uy Hoang Quéc Thoai - Trudng ban 3

- Dai Uy Nhdn - Trudng ban 2

- Dai Uy Hoang Trong BGi - Phao doi trudng 175

- Dai Gy Nguyén van Tam - Phdo ddi trudng TD1/PB/TQLC.
- Trung Uy L& Van Kiéu - Phao d6i 105

- Thi€u Gy Thai Thanh Binh - Chi déi trudng Thiét Giap

Sau khi néu tinh hinh nguy ngdp ctia can c sau 3 ngay bi phao hdy diét, mac dau chua c6 bo binh dich tan
cong, nhung kha nang ctia dan vi trd phong khong thé cam cy lau dai, vién binh, khong yém khéng cd, 6ng
Dinh d3 trinh v8i Tudng Giai va dudc tra [Gi toan quyén quyét dinh, tiép d6 6ng dua ra 3 hudng giai quyét dé

moi ngudi lua chon:
1. TU thd, chién dau dén gidy phat cudi cung

2. M3 dudng mau dé rai khoi can ci



3.Pau hang

Bén ngoai phao dich ban lién hoi, nhung trong phong hop im phang phac. Moi ngudi dang chg dgi mot quyét
dinh lich st1, bong ngudi ta nghe mét giong ndi vang lén: Cham, rd rang nhung cudng quyét:

- T6i chon mat trong 2 diéu trude va bac bo diéu thit 3. T6i khong chap nhdn dau hang.

Moi ngudi cung nhin vé phia phat ra tiéng ndi dy: Thi€u ta Ton That Man. Nhung y kién cta anh nhu tiéng vong

gilta sa mac, chang ai quan tam.

‘.....Trung Ta Binh ndi ra y nghi that ctia minh la “Néu tiép tuc chién dau, nhiéu ngugi sé chét. Va néu chidng ta
cd bi thuong, cé chét, dé cé dudc mét chién thang, thi cling khdng ai lo cho chiing ta sau d6. Chiing ta bay gid
phai tu lo lay than.

....Trudc su yén lang clia cac st quan, Trung Ta Dinh ndi vé gia dinh cda ho, vé vién anh nhiing vui miing khi ho

dugc séng sot trd vé.....”

Cudc hop chang qua chi [a hinh thic, bgi vi trudc dé Trung td Dinh d3 lién lac vi cap chi huy Trung doan 38

Phao clia Cong quan dé xin dau hang.

“.....Sau cudc hop, Trung ta Dinh gadp co6 van cla trung doan, Trung ta W. Camper va Thiéu ta J.Brown, vi si
quan M chat van Trung ta Dinh: Tai sao ta khong sif dung may chiéc M-41 con lai va vai xe boc sat, pha hang
rao phia Nam rdt vé phia can c( Mai Loc nugng tua vao luc lugng Thay quén Luc chién 8 dé ma tim vé Ai Tu.
Trung ta Dinh tra |Gi:

- Mudn rdi, cac si quan da dong y dau hang ..... Ong hdy cling téi tu tif d€ khoi nhuc.

- Khong, st quan Hoa Ky khong [am nhu vay, ching toi sé tu lo liéu lay.... “ r6i bo di.

Sau dé Trung té Binh ra |énh Dai Gy Nhan - Trudng ban 2, ¢8i chiéc do 6t mau trang ra treo trudc cdng dé [am
tin hiéu chap nhan dau hang (chuyén cg trang nhu vita trinh bay [a do Thiéu td Mdn k&, nhung theo Thiéu ta Ha
Thic Man dugc Pai Gy Hoang Qudc Thoai - Trudng Ban 3 thuét lai lic cung nhau & trong tu thi Trung ta Dinh
lénh cho Thugng si Sting xé tdm drap trai giudng lam déi. Trong mét bai tuy bat ciia Nguyén Thang - phdng
vién chién trugdng Quan D&i BV cling viét nhu thé: “Sau khi sai linh 13y tdm vai trang trai giudng nam, kéo [én

cdt g, anh Dinh d3 goi cho ching toi: “Ald, Bong Lau dau, d3 tréng thay cd trdng chua?”).



Lam ddng theo diéu kién cta cap chi huy Trung doan 38, Phdo Bong Lau, moi ngudi di theo hang d6i ra huéng
Quéc Lo 9 theo thif tu cap bac T4 - Uy - Ha ST Quan...

Xétrua 2 -4 - 1972, sau khi Trung ta Binh thong bao |énh dau hang, ngoai Thiéu ta Ton That Man, con 2 siquan
khac chéng lai (sau khi trd vé don vi ctia minh), d6 la Dai Gy Nguyén van Tam, Phdo doi trudng

B/TDD1/PB/TQLC va Thiéu Gy Thai Thanh Binh, chi d6i trudng Thiét doan 11 Ky binh.

“....Dai Gy Tam vé hop cac si quan, va ha si quan nong cét. Tat ca dong y khong hang. Anh Tam bén chia ra
nhiéu toan va chi thi s& tly nghi chién dau tim dudng tau thoat. Anh ty cho 1 s§ quan ngudi dia phucng biét
dia ly. Co thoat vé dugc dé bao cdo cho Bo chi huy TQLC. Tat ca anh em déu dong y khong chiu kéo cd hang.

Dai Gy Nguyén van Tam - Phao doi trudng TD1/PB/TQLC
Sau cung két cuc cling khéng phai la trdn ddm mau nhu da dy trb. Trong lic cac don vi b binh dau hang, dich
& ngay sau lung thay quan luc chién nén hau hét cac s§ quan phdo binh ctia phdo d6i déu bi bat lam tu binh.

Trén 50% linh pha rao chay thoét cing vdi 1 s§ quan da dugc 6ng Tam Gy nhiém dan anh em chay....”

“.....LGc 15 gig chiéu, trung tdm hanh quan ctia Su Poan 3 BB & cdn cl Ai T& nhan dudc cdng dién cua si quan
¢6 van Trung Doan 56 BB gUi di tu can cd Carroll: Chung toi yéu cau dudc rgi nhiém sd. Cé ly do: B6 Chi Huy
Trung Doan 56 BB khong can ching téi § day nifa. S& cat nghia sau.

Nhan dién tin, do khong hiéu chuyén gi da xay ra, Dai Ta Turley, c6 van Su Doan Thiy Quan Luc Chién dang
lam viéc chung véi toan cé van clia Su Doan 3 BB, da ra lénh: Khong dudc, cac 6ng hay & dé thi hanh nhiém vu.
Hai mugi phit sau mot cdng dién cudi ciing nhan dudc tif can cd Carroll: cdn ¢ muén hang dich. C3 trang kéo
|&n trong vai phut nita. Khong con thi giG dé ndi, ching téi hanh dong gap dé vuot thoat.

Sau khi bdo tin vé trung tdm hanh quan Ai T{, hai si quan c¢6 van ctia Trung Doan 56 BB thu x&p hang trang nhe

vao tui deo vai, thiéu hay tai liéu kin réi xach chiéc may truyén tin di vé hang rao phia Nam can cd. Hai ngudi



linh Viét Nam tinh nguyén di theo. Pang ldc len 16i gilia hang rao kém gai thi bd dbi Bic Viét da phat gidc va ng
sting. Toan ngudi dinh vugt thoat vita ban tra vita i trd lai hang rdo. Mot ¢6 van duing may PRC-25 lién lac vé Ai
TU xin ti€p clu thi that tinh cg, ho lién lac dudc v8i mot chiéc truc thang dang tiép té dan cho can cif Mai Loc.
Phi cong da lién lac v8i todn c6 van va da dap xuéng can c(f Carroll trong khi 2 tryc thang Cobra v6 trang nhao
xudng ban pha phia ngoai vong rao yém trg. Vién st quan c6 van phd Trung Doan 56 BB va hai ngugi linh truyén
tin leo lén tryc thang trudc, vién c6 van trudng con ding lai ngan can mét sé linh phao binh dang chay lai gan
véiy dinh di theo. Ké nao khdng cé sting la cé y dinh hang gidc. Ong ta nghi vy va chi cho phép khoang 30
ngudi linh c6 vii khi |&n truc thang...”

Khi ngugi c6 van cla Trung Doan 56 BB ngbi vao chiéc ghé & clfa thi tryc thang boc 1én gilta nhitng hang siing
nho ban theo. Nhin lai can c Carroll, dng ta d3 thdy |4 cd trang that to dudc treo én & cdng chinh cuia can cd.
Chiéc tryc thang CH-47 bi chay dau, nén khi bay vé dén Quéc L6 1 phai dap xudng, tha toan ngudi thoat vé tu
can cU Carroll gitta nhiing tiéng n6 ctia hoa tién 122 ly. Hai si quan ¢6 van dudc mot chiéc truc thang boc vé
Quang Tri.

Khi nghe tudng trinh sy viéc xay ra tai can cU Carroll, tudng Giai khong tin la chuyén c6 that va gian dif noi cac
6 van & hén nht bd nhiém s8. Chang nhiing tudng Giai ma hau hét moi ngudi déu khéng tin rdng Trung Ta
Pham Van Binh, ngudi huing Hac Bdo d3 tiing chién thang khap ndi trén viing gidi tuyén ma lai dé dang dau
hang quan dich sau 3 ngay chién dau. Nhung dd la sy that phd phang. Sau khi phoi kiém tin tuc, cac binh st
thoat vé déu ndi nhu vay, tudng Giai budn rau xin 16i hai c6 van va hai ngugi nay dudc chi dinh di theo Trung
Doan 2 B6 binh.

Tai trung tdm hanh quan & can ¢ Ai T, khi nhan dudc tin can clf Carroll that thu, Dai Ta Turley dién thoai vé
DPa Nang. Khong ai tin. C6 van Quan Doan 1 néi véi 6ng: "Dai Ta Turley, 6ng cé dién khéng, Trung Tudng Hoang
Xuan Ldm (Tu Lénh Quan Doan 1) khong biét c6 sy dau hang nao ca.

"Xin chd hai c6 van Trung Doan 56 BB vifa thoat vé bao cdo tinh hinh rd rang hon." Dai ta Turley ndi vay va gac
may. Sau dd, dng dudc [énh vé Sai Gon gap dé trinh dién Dai Tudng Abrams, tu l€nh luc lugng Hoa Ky tai Viét

”»

Nam....
IV. DAU HANG ... TAI SAO?

D6 la cdu hoi cho dén hém nay chua c6 cau tra |Gi! Van la sy thang thét, am Uc, nhidc nhéi trong long nhiing

chién binh SB3 ngay dy - moi khi nhd dén.



Nhiing ngay thang dau & Su doan, Trung ta Binh ludn tao cho chlng t6i an tugng tét dep khi 6ng diéu khién
chuang trinh dai [& Thanh 14p Su doan 3BB trong ngay 1-10-1971 tai can c(t Ai Tl Ong that oai phong, véc déng
cao lén, giong ndi déng dac trudc hang quan dang nghiém chinh chao dén ngay trong dai, linh thiéng clia don
vi trudc sy chiing kién cua day du tudng lanh cao cap chi huy quan luc. Hon thé trudc dé quan dan Tri Thién
xem 6ng nhu la mot ngdi sao trong chom sao lap lanh cia SB1 véi nhitng tén tudi: VO Toan, Hoang Mao, Lé

Huan, Tran Ngoc Hué gan lién vdi biét bao chién céng hién hach!

Nhung diéu gi tac dong dé trong khoanh khac éng xoay lung lai véi "T6 Quéc - Danh Du - Trach Nhiém " ma hon
mot [an 6ng da quy xudng don nhan, ganh vac nhu mot [Gi thé!? Cling chi trudc d6 mot ngay, 6ng da giao két
v8i Trung td Nguyén Nang Bao - Lii doan trudng LD147/TQLC tai Mai Loc:"Toi va anh cd gang lién két chdng gill

mat tran phia Tay, nhung néu ap luc dich qua nang, toi sé di chuyén xuéng phia Nam cung véi anh".

Trudc hét ching ta hdy nghe 6ng giai bay tdm su sau hanh quan Lam San 719. Ong suy nghi nhiéu vé cudc
chién khong tuong lai va than phan cta nhitng quan nhan. Cam nghi dé tac gia Andrew Wiest thuat lai theo

nhiing gi tU Trung ta Dinh ké trong cudn "Vietnam's Forgotten Army: Heroism and Betrayal in the ARVN",

“...0ng Pham Van Binh cdm thdy vo cling phan uat trudc dién bién tinh hinh. Quan luc VNCH d& mat mat qua
cta Khe Sanh, ndi ma 6ng da ¢ lan lai xe dén binh an, lai m6t [an nifa rdi vao tay ké thu. Trudc day, trén dudng
rat lui tU hudng Tay, phan [8n quan doi My da & lai mién Nam Viét Nam, nhung bay gid that nan long lam sao
khi su rat lui d6 k& nhu vinh vién. Lam cach nao dé quan ddi VNCH sé lay lai dudc phan dat da mat dé day lui
Cong quan ti mién Bac thém mot [an nita? Su ting hé ctia My d&i vdi cude chién tranh Viét Nam dang vai dan
va su thuc vé chién thuat phan anh qua giai doan mdi nay ctia cudc chién dang de nang lén tdm kham ctia dng
Dinh, lam 6ng nhan thdc ra rang trén thuc t&, mién Nam Viét Nam cé thé sé mat trong cudc tranh dau séng

chét dé chi mong ton tai....”

(... Pham Van Dinh found the developing situation immensely frustrating. The ARVN had lost so many good
people in efforts to push the NVA out of | Corps—twice—and had been so near victory. Now the land that had
cost so much in blood, where once he could ride in an open jeep all the way to Khe Sanh in peace, was again in
the hands of the enemy. In the previous pullback from the west, substantial American forces had remained in
South Vietnam, but now the retreat carried a disheartening air of permanence. How was South Vietnam alone

to regain its lost territory and push the North Vietnamese out once again? As U.S. support for the war waned,



the tactical reality presented by the new phase of the conflict pressed hard on Dinh and caused him to think

for the first time that South Vietnam might actually lose its struggle for survival...)

Trong I8i trinh bay thém clia dng Dinh véi tac gia cho th3y su lo sg va hoang mang khi dudng tiép vién bi cat
dut, doi dién v8i mot luc lugng dich dong hdn rat nhiéu lan vé nhan luc cling nhu héa luc, trong lic Su doan

nhu da bd rgi 6ng. Trong hoan canh bi dat dd, 6ng quyét dinh dau hang nhu dng da ndi trong cudc hop & trén.

M3y ngay sau khi can cf Carroll that tha, tai BTL/SDP3 trong Thanh C6 da cé |6i don doan cd thé da cd su hoat
ddng cla binh vin d&i phudng tai can cd, nhung tinh hinh cdng thang lic dé it ai theo ddi, ching tdi cling
khong biét bén An ninh quan ddi cé diéu tra vu nay khong? Tuy nhién, khoang han 10 ngay sau khi can cd
Carroll mét, binh si TQLC bao vé Ai TIf da bat dudc Pai Gy Nhon Trudng ban 2 Trung doan 56 dang tim cach vao
can cU. Sau dé giai giao vé BTL/SD3, dng Nhan dugc chuyén cho S& 1 An Ninh Quan Di tai Da Nang. Khi SD3
vao dudng quan tai Phu Bai hinh nhu da c6 td trinh Tu Lénh vé sy kién nay, nhung khong biét néi dung nhu thé
nao. Cling ¢é du luan cho rang: Trung ta Binh bi Trung ta Vinh Phong léo l&i du dé dé budng sling vi Trung ta
Vinh Phong da dugc Cong quan mdc ndi tU trudc. Pay cling chi la |Gi phdng doén, cd |& nhiéu ngudi biét trudc
dé Trung ta Phong khéng ua gi ngudi My, thai d6 nay cling da dudc hai c6 van Trung doan "mé t3" trong budi
trua ngay 2/4/1972 tai Carroll:

“...Dung & 16i vao can ham chi huy la Trung ta Vinh Phong - Trung doan pho ctia 6ng Dinh. Camper va Brown
chao, nhung 6ng Phong khong thém chao lai. Camper va 6ng Phong rat ghét nhau, trong thuc té 6ng Phong
khinh thudng tat ca ngudi My. Moi quan hé clia ho nhu la lfa véi nudc

Camper hdi 6ng Phong: "Téi dang kiém Trung ta Binh. Ong Dinh ¢6 & d6 khéng?"

Trung ta Phong khong tra (i, thai do khinh thi cia minh d6i véi 6ng Camper thé hién ré rang. Cudi cung dng
Phong tra Ii: "Ong Dinh ban hop". Camper va Brown li€c nhin nhau. Hai dng c¢& van Camper va Brown ding ra
phai c6 mat tai budi hop. Ho di vé phia clfa, nhung éng Phong chan dudng. "Trung ta khong muén bi quay ray,"
ong noi. Camper va Brown biét n6i thém chivo ich, nén ho quay trd lai ham trd an clia ho. Tuy nhién, vi lich sy

dng quay lai ndi v8i dng Phong rang: "Ti sé kiém tra lai sau...."

(.....Standing in the covered entrance of the big regimental bunker was Lieutenant Colonel Vinh Phong, Dinh's
executive officer. Camper and Brown saluted, but Phong ignored them. It was no secret that Camper and
Phong hated each other; in fact Phong despised all Americans. Camper characterized their relationship as
being "like matches and gasoline."

"We're looking for Colonel Dinh. Is he around?" asked Camper. Lieutenant Colonel Phong did not answer for a



second, letting his disdain for the foreigners show clearly. When he finally spoke. His words were short and
crisp: "The colonel is in a staff meeting." Camper and Brown glanced at each other. Advisers were supposed to
be present at staff meetings. They moved for the door, but Phong blocked the way. "The colonel does not wish
to be disturbed," he said.

The Americans knew further argument was futile so they turned to go back to their bunker. In an attempt to
remain polite, Camper looked back over his shoulder as the left and told the arrogant executive officer, "I'll

check back later.".....)

Chung tdi c6 tiép xtc vGi mot sé si quan than can va ban be Trung ta Binh, khdng ai hiéu dugc y 6ng, cd diéu
nhiéu ngudi xac nhan trén [3p trudng quan diém, 6ng chua bao gid bdc 0 tu tudng than Cong, bdi 6ng la maot
Dang vién Dang Dai Viét, cd cudc séng phdng khodng, danh bat c(f trdn nao, dng luén danh chién thang. Mot
ngudi gan gilii v4i gia dinh 6ng cho biét: Thai diém d6 vg 6ng Dinh sinh con thi ba dugc may hom, biét dau yéu

t6 tinh cdm nay [a mot trong nhiéu ly do dua dén quyét dinh ctia 6ng?

Ong Nguyén Ky Phong, ngudi diém sach "Mot quan ddi bi bd quén: Anh hling va bdi phan trong Quan Luc Viét
Nam Cong Hoa" da cd nhan dinh vé trudng hgp dau hang cda Trung ta Binh nhu sau:

“...nhin lai dia hinh va tinh hinh cia mat trdn § hudng Tay va Ty Bac Quang Tri, quan |énh cia Tudng Giai va
Tudng Ldm khong phai khéng cé y nghia. Nhiing can clf nhd nhu Nui Ba HO, Sarge, C2, C3, hay Mai Loc c6 thé di
tan dugc vi d6 la nhiing can c nhd, khong cé dia hinh thuan Igi dé phong thi. Nhung can cU Carrol thi hoan

toan khac. Day la mot can clf c6 thé cdm cu mot hay la hai trung doan dich dé dang...”

“...Ngugi diém sach nay xin ndi trudc: trudc khi doc tac pham “Vietnam's Forgotten Army...”, ngugi viét dd cé
mot dinh kién vé hanh déng dau hang ctia Trung Ta Binh: d6 la hanh déng ciia mét si quan chi bai, chua danh
da chay. Va sau khi doc tac pham, ngugi viét van khong hoan toan dong y véi ly do dau hang ciia 6ng Trung ta:

Thong cam? Co. Chap nhan? Khong!...”

Nhiéu ngugi déng thuan vdi két ludn ndi trén, ho théng cam véi dng trong khoanh khic hoang mang giao
dong, ban ndang "Tham sinh y ti" cGa con ngudi troi day, nhung ho khong chdp nhan nhiing gi 6ng hanh xu
sau dé. B3 cd thai gian dng dén My, nhung ban bé ngay xua khong ai mudn tiép va ddc gia cling hoan toan

dong y v8i nha st hoc Andrew Wiest khi goi 6ng la ké boi phan.



Trong lic d6 mot ngudi vifa la ban chién dau, vua la thudc cap: Thiéu ta Ton That Man Tiéu doan trudng
TD1/56 da phan déi quyét liét viéc dau hang cia 6ng Dinh, khéng chi trong budi hop ma kéo dai vé sau nay dé

gill tron khi tiét cua minh, ta hdy nghe éng chia sé:

“....Doan tu va hang binh di bo 10 ngay dén Quang Binh, tai day c6 xe dua ra Thanh Hda va [én tau dén trai
giam Bat Bat, San T4y, thdi gian nay lién tuc bi hdi cung, viét ban tu khai, kiém diém. Dac biét la cdng an bat tat

ca nhitng si quan c6 di du hoc My phai tudng trinh day dd nhiing gi da lanh hoi dudc va giao cho 6ng Binh téng

hgp trinh [én ching.

Hinh Thiéu ta Ton That Man tai can c( Tan Lam trong ngay 2-4-1972

(ngudi ddi nén sat chup chinh dién)

Trong khoang thgi gian nay, [anh dao trai giam md dgt van dong tuyén truyén, kéu goi tat ca si quan ding [én
tu giac tU bo ly lich can cudc QL/VNCH dé trd vé v8i Quan Boi Nhan Dan. Thiéu ta Ton That Man da khi khai
quyét liét phan d&i chiéu bai nay. Khi dugc truc ti€p dat van dé, anh néi vdi tén Thiéu ta phan gian Nguyén
Phuong: Ngay tU lic & can ¢ Tan Lam, t6i da chong lai viéc dau hang clia Trung doan trudng, mac dau moi
ngugi déu im lang, nhung lic d6 téi khong nght dén su an nguy clia tinh mang minh va da chdng déi dén cung.
Ddi linh thang bai la chuyén thudng tinh, bay gid t6i sa cd that thé bi cac 6ng bat, hdy xem tdi nhu [a mot tl
binh chién tranh, t6i hoan toan chap nhan vi tri dy, t6i ludn luén trung thanh vdi ly tudng ma t6i da phung tha:

TO QUAC - DANH DU - TRACH NHIEM, dong thdi toi khdng phan bdi nhing chién hitu dudi quyén di hy sinh...



Sau hém &y, anh bi dua di giam riéng, dugc mét thgi gian ching chuyén anh dén Hoa Lo Ha NGi nhét vao xa

”»

lim”.
V. DAU HANG NHU THE NAO?

Viéc lién lac v8i doi phudng dé xin dau hang, ¢ thé chi ¢ Trung ta Dinh va nhan vién truyén tin biét, rat kho
kiém chiing. Ban vi truc ti€p tan cdng ap dao can cl Carroll la Trung doan 38 Phao Béng Lau quan ddi Bac Viét.
Cap chi huy cla don vi nay da chap nhan su dau hang va dua ra nhiing quy dinh budc Tr.Ta Dinh phai theo.
Nhiing ngudi nay sau cudc chién da ghi lai dién tién cta su kién da xay ra trong ngay 2-4-1972 theo tung vi tri

cong tac cua ho:
Trong tap hoi ky "Mua He Chay" clia Quy Hai, lic dé la Dai Gy Tiéu doan trudng TD2/38 d& viét:

“.....13g dong chi chién s§ may vo tuyén dién & dai quan sat Sao Mai, dai tién tién cua trung doan phao binh
Bong Lau do dong chi Thong trung doan phé chi huy nhan dudc tin hiéu ctia linh thong tin Nguy néi chi huy
ctia Trung doan 56 xin gap chi huy cao nhat ciia Béng Lau. Chién s§ théng tin khéng ddm bdo céo, sd rang
minh quan hé véi dich vo nguyén tac. Nhung sy quan trung doan 56 tiép tuc goi nhiéu [an xin gap, dong chi
Thong dién vé sd chi huy bao cao trung doan trudng Cao Scn. Déng chi Cao San ngay lap tlc trao déi vdi chinh
Uy Truong Linh Huyén va sau khi bao cao su trudng Hoang Dan, anh cam may ndi chuyén truc tiép vdi Trung ta
Pham Van Dinh. Khi d6 nha bdo quan ddi Nguyén Thang c6 mat & s& chi huy diing ké bén nghe dugc giong néi
Thita Thién ctia Trung td Pham Van Dinh:“T6i, Pham Van Dinh, trung ta, trung doan trudng trung doan 56 cung
toan thé sy quan thudc bd chi huy trung doan da hop tai phong lam viéc cua toi, trén dudi ban bac quyét dinh
khong dé khang niia dé ra v8i Quan giai phong.”

Trung doan trudng phao binh Béng Lau Cao San “Hoan nghénh cac anh ha siing dau hang tap thé. Phao sé
ngling ban... S& cé ngudi téi dan dudng cho cac anh.”

13 giG 9 phit ngay 2 thang 4, tu dai quan sat Sao Mai, dong chi Tran Thong trung doan pho bao vé da thay cd

trang trén diém cao 241 va cac binh s§ trung doan 56 cdm cd trang di ra phia Dau Mau theo quy dinh...”

Dai Uy HO van Duyét - nguyén gido vién trudng SQ Phdo Binh, biét phai [am & Dai quan sat cGa Trung doan
38 Phéo ghi lai su kién xin dau hang clia Tr. T4 Dinh trong bai “Ngugdi Trung ta quan ddi Saigon phan chién nam
1972" dang trén Tap Chi Xua va Nay, cd quan ctia Hoi Khoa hoc Lich st VN s6 222 thang 10 ndm 2004.

“.....Mot chién sTVTD bao cdo vdi toi:



- C6 mét thang nd yéu cau gap thi trudng.

- N6 pha roi day ch( gap gi, mac ké no.

MGt 4t sau chién si'lai bao cao:

- Thdng d6 xung la trung ta chi huy trudng xin gdp Sao H6m

Sao Hom la méat danh dai quan sat chi huy. Theo cach xung hé toi doan cé € la mot vién si quan, toi cdm may:
-A 16! Toi la Sao HOm day! Cac anh gdp cd viéc gi.

- Toi, trung ta Pham Van Dinh, chi huy trudng trung doan 56 xin dudc gap cap chi huy cao nhat. Xin 6ng cho
biét danh tinh cap bac.

Nghe cdu ndi dé téi nghi anh nay chac dugc huan luyén rat chinh qui tif bén M. Riéng tdi, chua tiing du kién
déi thoai véi dich nén lang tung khong biét xung ho thé nao.

- Ching t6i khéng cd thoéi quen xung ho tén tudi cap bac véi déi phuong trong luc tac chién, anh goi t6i la Sao
HOm [a dugc réi. Téi khdng phai la cdp chi huy cao nhat nhung cd thé tra IGi nhitng gi anh can hoi, néu qua

quyén han t6i sé chuyén dat [én cap trén.
- T6i dé nghi cac 6ng diing hda luc trong 1 gid, chling toi muén thuong lugng.

Toi dung dién thoai bdo cdo |én cap trén, su doan dién xudng “Anh cd thé goi ho la 6ng, anh bao né dau hang

di chi con thudng lugng gi”.
Toi tra |Gi cho vién trung ta chi huy trudng:

- T6i nghi dé nghi ctia 6ng khong thich hgp, cac 6ng da mat Dau Mau, Ba HO, Dong Toan roi. LT doan thiét giap

|én giai vay cho cac 6ng da bi danh tan, chay lui réi. Déng Ha cling sap mat.

Chac dng cling da nghe tiéng siing mdy gan ké roi. Cac dng ha vii khi ngling chién dau la t6t nhat. Cac dng nén

dau hang di.

- C6 dau hang cling can thao ludn cac diéu kién ch(!



- Khéng can thao luin dau. Ong cé biét chinh sach 10 diém clia M3t tran Giai phéng Mién Nam khdng?
- Toi c6 biét
- Chlng t6i chdp hanh day du chinh sach 10 diém dé.

- Nhung téi cling can triéu tp cac si quan dudi quyén, ho chi huy tiing b phan rai rdc khdp ngi va can thdi gian

dé hop.

Cap trén van theo d&i cudc ndi chuyén trén VTD cua toi, lic nay goi xuéng hudng dan cho t6i mot sé tha tuc.

Dai Uy HO6 van Duyét - Quan doi CSBV
Toi ndi véi trung ta Dinh:

- Vay thi téi dong y ngling hoa luc trong 1 giG nhu yéu cau cia 6ng. Con yéu cau cta ching tdi la 6ng cho kéo g
trang |&n cot c& trung tdm can cl trudc khi ngling hda luc. sau khi ngting hda luc dugc 30 phit, mdt niia sé

quan ctia 6ng phai ra khoi cong su, |én mat dat, khong mang vii khi.
- T6i thoa thuén va dé nghi 6ng diing hda luc, 6ng cho treo cg di.

Qua 8ng nhom chiing tdi thdy cé 1 ngudi linh tréo 1én ndc 16 c6t phia Tay phd [8n dé mét tdm vai trang roi voi

vang tut xuéng ham.
MGt 4t trung ta Dinh goi toi:

- Ong d3 thay ¢ trang trén cot ¢ chua?



- T6i thay khéng cb, nhung ¢ mot binh si pht tam vai trang 1én ndc 16 ¢t phia Tay.

Im ldng mat lat, téi nghi chac [a ngudi linh qua sg khdng dam rgi xa cdng su chay ra cét ¢, con chd dng Dinh

thi khong thay dugc cot ¢S chif khong co su gian déi gi.

- Thé ciing dudc. Bay gid ching ta bat dau thuc hién ngling hda luc va thuc hién cac viéc trong lic ngling hoa
luc.

T6i va trung ta Dinh théng nhat dong ho, xac dinh thdi diém bat dau ngling hda luc va thdi diém hét han ngling
hoa lyc theo gid Ha NGi va gid Sai Gon. Sau d6 khong [au Trung ta Dinh bao cao cho téi la thudc ha 6ng cling

dong tinh ha vii khi vé v8i Chinh phd Cach mang.

Theo sy hudng dan cua trén, téi théng nhat véi 6ng Dinh, bén 6ng cif mot phai doan gobm mét si quan
cap dai Uy di cuing 2 ngudi cam cd trang di ra cdng hudng Dau Mau, 8 d6 cé dai dién cua ta don ti€p. Téi chuyén
|Gi c&p trén cho dng Dinh rdng néu éng bat dugc 2 ¢d van MY ctia can clf cing theo thi s& dugc trong thugng.

Ong Dinh néi ho tinh nguyén di theo 6ng.

Binh si can c(f 241 [an lugt 1én khoi cdng su, ban dau con [é té dé dat nhung roi moi lic mdt nhiéu va khdng khi

trd nén nhon nhip né nic.

D6t ngdt trinh sat hudng Bong bao vé dai chi huy, cé 2 truc thang bay rat thap ti hudng Bong lén. Hang tram
con ngudi da boc 16 trén mat dat, khong thé vi 2 tén My ma trat phao xudng can clf dudc, ching bay thoat.

Binh si ctia can ¢l dudgc hudng dan di vé ndi qui dinh, tuy khdng bat budc nhung moi ngudi déu tao ra mot 14

cd trang cam tay.

Sau khi binh s ra khoi cdn c, trung ta Dinh chao tU biét t6i. Trudc khi cat lién lac VTD Trung ta can than nhac

“Toi da ra khoi ham chi huy, 6ng hdy [énh cho phao thd ra khéi phao.....”

Nha bdo Nguyén Thang lic d6 a Dai Gy thudc Téng cuc Chinh tri QDBV di theo Doan Bong Lau c6 ghi lai su

kién dau hang ctia Tr. Ta Dinh trong bt ky "Ky niém mot mua he do [ra"

“....Ngay 2-4-1972, trong luc t6i dang an trua, lGc dd la 11 gid 03, thay chu nhiém chinh tri D6 Son diing trudc

clfa ham goi giat giong:



- Anh Thang, anh Thang gi! Dich dang hoang mang, réi loan xin ndi chuyén vdi ta. Mgi anh vé ngay S& Chi huy

noi chuyén vdi ho

T6i bo dd bat cdm chay theo anh San vé S chi huy. Cac anh Cao San, Trudng Linh Huyén dang trao déi vdi
nhau ban cach xt ly tinh hinh. Sau khi dudc nghe cac anh cho biét: anh Pham van Binh Trung td Trung doan
trudng Trung doan 56 (Su doan 3 quan ddi Saigon) bat dudc tan s6 bd dam clia ta, dd dé nghi ngling ban phao

dé anh dem ca Trung doan 56 vé vGi nhan dan cach mang. T6i néu y kién:

- Yéu cau Trung doan 56 treo cG trang dé tham do thai d6. Néu ho thuc long muén trd vé vdi nhan dan, ching

ta hoan nghénh va tiép dén, néu ngudc lai, chinh ho s& bi Su bd Su doan 3 Saigon va may bay My hay diét.

Cac anh Cao Sdn va Trudng Linh Huyén con phan van vé y kién cua t6i lién dién vé mat tran xin y kién Tu lénh
Lé Trong Tan va Chinh ty Lé Quang Pao. Dugc Tu lénh va Chinh Gy M3t trdn cho phép, t6i goi dién cho anh
Dinh. Anh Dinh trd |3i khdng cé cd trang. Toi bao, khéng cé ¢& trang thi bat c(f loai vai gi ¢6 mau trang cling

dugc.

Sau khi sai linh |8y tdm vai trang trai giudng nam, kéo |én cot cd, anh Dinh goi dién cho ching toi:
A6 - Bong Lau dau da trong thay cd trang chua?

- D3 tréng thay cd trang, chiing téi tra [8i anh Dinh va quy dinh:

"Cac anh chi dudc phép di ting ngudi mot, khong dugc dem theo vii khi va trang bi . Chi dugc ra hai hudng Tay
va Bac (vi hai hudng nay hoan toan do ta lam chu), néu di ra hudng Déng va hudng Nam, chig tdi sé cap tap

phao.
Anh Dinh thoa thuan.

Toi yéu cau anh Cao Son cho mét xe tdi, mot to thong tin dem theo may bo dam va mot tiéu doi vé binh trang

bi vii khi theo t5i |én diém cao 241.

Trdi mua tdm ta, B52 bat dau hoat dong & tdm cao 10-12 km tha toa dé. M3c nd, bd ddi ta cuc ky phan hing
trudc hao quang chién thang. Anh nao cling moi tu dy ba 16 bd quan phuc vai Té Chau mdi tinh ra dé mic.

Anh Trudng Linh Huyén con chi dinh anh Giap - thi€u Oy - trg ly can b cung vdi toi én can cd.



Didoc dudng ching t6i gdp anh Dong - trd ly bao tang cdia binh ching. Anh Ddng chua biét dién bién tinh hinh

nhu thé nao. Toi truyén dat cho anh may nét |8n va yéu cau lén xe di cung ching toi.

Xe clia chling t6i di cach diém cao 241 chliing 500 mét thi vap phai min chéng tang. Min nd. Xe dut xich va chay
ré theo quan tinh khoang 30 mét thi khung lai. Anh Dong va ba chién si bi thudng nhe. Chlng t6i bang b6 cho
thudng binh va gfi vé tuyén sau.

Theo diéu [énh quan ddi ta, trén dudng di, ai c6 quan ham cao ngudi d6 phai chi huy. Téi quyét dinh hanh quén
bd [én can cl. Cach can c chiing 300 m da gap Trung ta Pham van Binh, Trung doan trudng - Trung ta Vinh
Phong, Trung doan pho cung toan bd Tham muu Trung doan 56 quan déi Saigon ra vdi ta . Anh Dinh mac bd
quan phuc ga-ba-din mau ca phé, dau déi chi€c mii banh vai bat dp nhua |6t trong mii sat, chan di giay vai. Anh

Vinh Phong mac b d6 vai thé mau co Ua, loai do quan phat cho binh linh Saigon.....”.

Dac biét ngudi chi huy Trung doan 38 Phao - Dai ta Cao Son trong hoi ky "N+3 mot ngay oanh liét " da ghi

lai dién tién cu thé sy viéc 6ng truc ti€p ndi chuyén vdi Tr. Ta Dinh:

“...Dém hom trudc ngay 1 thang 4, da khuya, trung doan phd Thong tu trén dai chi huy con bao vé “Cé mot tén
dich ndi xen vao may b6 dam cua ta, lai nhai suét tuf sang dén gid, khan thiét xin dudc gap 6ng chi huy cao
nhat ctia Bong Lau”. Téi ndi véi anh Thong “Anh tiép xuc véi né di, hdi nd la ai, xin gap vé viéc gi”.

.Sadng ngay 2 thang 4. Ngay N+3, khoang 8 giG, anh Thong dién vé s6i n6i: “Trung doan trudng, tén dé ty nhan
la Pham Van Dinh, trung ta chi huy trung doan 56 dong & can cUf 241 xin dudc gdp 6ng chi huy doan Bong Lau
dé nghi ngling ban dé dua dan vi vé véi cdch mang”.

Lap tuc t6i dién trao d6i véi anh Hoang Dan, su doan trudng su doan 304, dang phoi hgp chién dau vé su kién
trén. Anh Hoang Dan néi “Anh truc tiép khuyén khich né ra hang, chi huy sé& dugc vu dai st dung”.

Chung t6i hop ngay thudng vu Dang Uy trung doan gom c6 anh Trudng Linh Huyén chinh ty trung doan, anh
Chu S§ Tinh phé chinh Gy va tdi. Ngoai ra ¢ anh D6 Son chi nhiém chinh tri va nha bao quan ddi Nguyén
Thang di theo trung doan ti dau chién dich tham du.

Ban thudng vu nhan manh phai dé phong 4m muu phan trac, dat ra quy dinh chat ch& budc ching thi hanh;
lién hé ngay vdi su doan 304 chuan bi san mét bd phan ti€p nhan dau hang.

Khoang 12 gid, tdi truc ti€ép cadm t& hgp may bd dam bat lién lac vdi Trung ta Dinh. Téi hoi: “Anh 1a ai? yéu cau
gap ngudi chi huy doan Bong Lau vé viéc gi?”. Mot giong Hué gap gap nhung kha rd: “Toi la Pham Van Dinh,



trung doan trudng chi huy trung doan 56 & can clf 241 dé nghi dng ngling ban, ti sé& dua toan dan vi ra véi

cach mang”.

Toi ndi: “Toi la chi huy doan Bong Lau dang ndi chuyén véi anh day. Cac anh chi c6 mot con dudng dau hang,
néu khdng dém nay su doan 304 cung doan Béng Lau sé tdn cdng san bang can cl 241. Chlng t6i hoan nghénh
cac anh vé v3i cach mang. Yéu cau tudn thu nghiém nhiing quy dinh sau: 1/ Kéo c& trang lén. 2/ Bat hai tén ¢
van My cung ra hang. 3/ D& nguyén vii khi phudng tién chién ddu tai chd. Ca chi huy va binh sy dling trén mat
dat, xép hang déi di theo con dudng duy nhat t8i Dau Mau, sé cé ngudi dén.. Ching tdi ngling ban 30 phdat dé
cac anh chap hanh nhiing quy dinh trén”.

Dén day Trung ta Binh lai ndi thang thot: “Ba mudi phit chidng téi khong thé du thdgi gian clf ngugi dén tung
can ham dé thuyét phuc ddn vi dau hang.. Lic nay hé thong dudng day dién thoai da bi manh dan phao bam
nat.”. “Vay can bao nhiéu”. “Xin ng mot tiéng”. “Thoi 45 phut, chap hanh di. Plng 13g30 cac anh phai ra khoi
ham”.

Dén 13g30 chua thay tén nao xuat hién trén mat dat, dé ran de toi ra lénh Bong Lau chi y: Z39 (cdn cdf Mai Loc)
10 phat nap dan. Khoang nam phdt sau van chua thay tén nao xuat hién trén mat dat, t6i ho “Ban!...” Can cd
Mai L6c sup d6, bung chay dudi cum dan tap trung cia 240 vién 122mm, 130mm.

Vai phat sau ca ba dai quan sat cta trung doan va ti€éu doan déu reo |én va bao vé chi huy sd, dich hang roi.
Hang trdm tén cam cd trang ra khoi ham di vé phia Dau Mau. Bing lic 16n x6n hén loan d6, hai chiéc u-ti-ti do
chét nhu hai con chuén chuén 8t xuat hién tu Bong Ha bay sat dudng s6 9 leo [én sudn diém cao 241. Ching
chi ndng nhe d6 cao [USt qua hang rao ddu xudng trudc ham chi huy gan c6t cd. Hai tén ¢ van My tay xach cap

nhay [&én may bay.

Téi dién bdo anh Hoang Dan, “truc thang dang clfu ¢ van My, anh lénh cho ban di”. “Sao cdu khéng dung cao
xa (37mm) ma ban”. “Cao xa cla trung doan déu dang & gan tran dia phao, cd trong thdy ddu ma ban”. “Khé
qua! (Mot tiéng chat dap tay xuéng ban cia anh Hoang Ban), bg binh xe tang con & sau cau (sé chi huy trung
doan) [am sao ban dudc. Tai goi dién cho Trung ta Dinh “tai sao cdc anh dé c6 van My chay thoéat. Trung ta Dinh
ndi”Lon xdn, cang thang qua, dau éc tdi mu roi, téi khdng biét 1am thé nao nita. Thuc ra Dinh khéng dam bat
c6 van My vi con phai nghi dén vg con dang con & Hué. Chdng xép hang trat ty di vé phia Dau Mau nhu quy
dinh. T6i trao d6i véi trung doan phd Ngd Blc Nghia dua mét bo phan di xe xich ATC [én Dau Mau tiép nhan
dau hang. Ngay dém dd, trung doan phd Thong cung bo phan trinh sat & dai quan sat da thuc hién y dinh cta



t0i vao can c(f 241 |3y ra ba th(: chiéc may b dam PRC25 ma Trung ta Dinh da xin hang, tdm ban d6 chi huy va

kh3u sting ngan cta Trung ta Dinh.

Doc qua bén hai ky, ching ta chi thdy MOT su kién dng Dinh qua hé théng truyén tin xin dau hang ma cé dén
BA ngudi nhan la da tiép xtc vdi 6ng ay: Trung doan trudng Cao Sdn, Phd Pai Quan sat Ho van Duyét va nha
bao Nguyén Thang. Bai viét clia 6ng H6 van Duyét méi day dudc con géi éng la cd Ho thi Hong Nhung phd bién,

da gap su phan ddi ctia dng Nguyén Qui Hai. Ong Hai viét:

"..T6i [a Nguyén Qui Hai nguyén [a gido vién & trudng sy quan phao binh, trong chién dich tién céng 1972, t6i la
tiéu doan trudng tiéu doan 2E 38. Toi ¢ biét anh H6 van Duyét. Trong bai viét cia anh HO van Duyét dang trén
bao an ninh cé hai diém sai c¢d ban, lam cho anh Thong trung doan phd va cac chién s§ trung doan 38 khong
hai long. Thi nhat, anh H6 van Duyét khi dé chi la phai vién di theo ddi don vi. V& nguyén tic anh khéng thé
dugc phép thuc hién ké hoach héa luc. Anh Thong di vang da c6 chi nhiém trinh sat thay va anh Théong cho
biét khi Pham van Dinh lién lac xin gdp Bong Lau thi anh Thong da vé dai. B&i vi anh chi sang dai chi huy cua su
doan 304 ngay gan dé chd khéng phai vé sd chi huy su doan & rat xa. Anh Théng cam may ndi vdi Trung ta Dinh
va sau dé chuyén vé sg chi huy d€ anh Cao Sdn trung doan trudng truc ti€p nédi véi Trung ta Dinh. Anh Théng
cling khdng cé quyén quyét dinh van dé nay. Con trong blic anh anh H6 van Duyét bat tay, thi dé [ sau khi
hang binh d3 vé tap két phia sau, ai bat tay dé ky niém phdt chién thang chdng dugc. Anh H6 van Duyét va bdo

an ninh thé gidi can trung thuc vdi lich str....."

Trong quan doi du & phia nao, quan ky va hé thong chi huy ludn dudc tuan tha, do dé y kién trén khong phai la
khong hgp ly, ngay ca 6ng Cao Son khi dugc bao cdo cling phai trinh [én TL/ SD Hoang Pan va BTL chién dich
roi hop Ban Chi huy Trung doan dé "thao luan va quyét dinh", hon nifa, day la mét su kién hét slic quan trong,
ddac biét, mot si quan cap dudi khong thé don phuang giai quyét. Cé thé c6 nhiéu ngudi nhan tin xin dau hang,
nhung ching toi ngh chi ¢ Dai ta Cao SAn Trung doan trudng mdi day dd tham quyén dé truc tiép ndi chuyén
véi 6ng Dinh.

Thuc té la nhu vay nhung khi ké lai véi tac gia Andrew Wiest, 6ng Dinh da trinh bay khac di:

“..Vao luc 14 gig, quan ddi BV md dot tan cong bién ngudi [an th( hai tU hudng Tay gan cong chinh can cd,
trong lGc trén chién dén hoi ac liét, qua hé théng truyén tin, dng Dinh nghe dudc tiéng ndi clia d6i phudng
thong bao ho dang ap sat nci 6ng dong quan, theo ddi nhat ctf nhat dong ctia 6ng, binh linh thudc quyén va

déng thai cho biét nhiing hiém nguy sé ganh chiu. Ngugi d6 con bao néu chiu dau hang, moi ngugi sé dugc



cach mang chao dén, bang khéng sé bi tiéu diét ... C6 van Trung doan va cac s quan trong Bd chi huy khong ai

biét gi vé viéc lién lac nay. Sau d6, dng Dinh c6 cudc néi chuyén ngan vdi Trung ta Camper déng thgi 6ng nhan

dudgc I5i kéu goi lan th( hai ctia d6i phudng, ngudi nay cho biét la cap chi huy cia Cong quan trong khu vuc lap
lai nhiing |5i 1& trudc dd, dong thdi cho biét day |a I3i dé nghi cudi cung . Ong Dinh tra 8i can thdi gian dé ban

bac véi thudc cap va yéu cau ngling ban, dai dién quan déi BV dongy.”

(-....A second NVA human wave assault struck the defenses of Camp Carroll from the west near the main gate.
.... As the fighting raged, Dinh received a call from the NVA. The caller said that he was near and knew all about
both Dinh and his men and of their danger. The caller then went on to make an offer; if Dinh surrendered, he
and his men would be welcomed by the NVA. If they did not, they would die. The transmission then ended.
Camper, who like everyone else atop Camp Carroll did not know of Dinh’s short conversation with the
enemy.... After speaking with his U.S. adviser, Dinh then received a second transmission from someone who
claimed to be the commander of communist forces in the area. He repeated the earlier offer and stipulated
that it was the last such offer that Dinh would receive. Dinh responded that he would need time to meet with

his regimental staff and requested a ceasefire. The NVA representative complied....)
Doan nay c6 2 diém khong dung vdi thuc té:

- Thay vi Tr. Ta Binh cht ddng lién lac xin dau hang nhu cac hoi ky trén d3 ghi cu thé, 6ng lai bao déi phuong

da vao hé théng truyén tin ctia 6ng dé vifa kéu goi, vifa ham doa!

- K& ti khi khgi cudc tan cdng, quan ddi BV chi stf dung hoa luc phao binh véi can ¢ Tan Ladm, chif chua c6 bd
binh tham chién. Ta hdy nghe 6ng Cao Son ghi lai nhiing gi da noi vdi 6ng Dinh: Cac anh chi cé mét con dudng

dau hang, néu khong dém nay Su doan 304 cling Doan Bdng Lau sé& tdn cdng san bang can cli 241.
Cudc b dam gilta Trung doan trudng 38 Phao va Tu Lénh SD304:

" ..T6i dién bdo anh Hoang Dan, "truc thang dang cliu ¢ van My, anh énh cho ban di" .

"Sao ciu khéng dung cao xa (37mm) ma ban"

"Cao xa clia trung doan déu dang & gan tran dia phdo, c6 thdy ddu ma ban"

"Kho qua! (M6t tiéng chat dap tay xuéng ban ciia anh Hoang DPan), bd binh xe tang con & sau cau (sd chi huy

trung doan) lam sao ban dugc..”



Trong hoi ky Mua Hé Chay clia Qui Hai, c6 doan ghi:

"... Nhiing ngay dé ngugi linh doan Béng Lau (vdi chii G trén nguc do) thay tu hao khong sao ké xiét. Sung
sudng nhat la khi gdp anh em b binh & su doan 304, ho déu phan khdi xic ddng ndi: "Cam dn cac anh, cam on
phao binh, khdng cé cac anh thi t6i nay ching téi danh vao, du chldng cé bac nhugc dén may thi cling kho

tranh khéi dé mau .."
Trong mot tai liéu khac cé dé cap dén viéc Trung doan 9/304 sé tan cong can c( Carroll trong dém 2/4/1972.
VI. DAU HANG ... NHUNG HE LUY

Chiéu 2/4/1972 luc hai vi c6 van Trung doan 56 vé dén BTL/SD3 va théng bao tinh hinh can cl Carroll, Chuan
tudng Giai khong tin, clf nghila hai 6ng nay bo nhiém s, nhung khong lau sau, tin dau hang dudc xac nhan cu
thé nhat la ngay t6i hom dd, trén dai Ha No6i va Giai phong phat di |8i kéu goi clia Tr. Ta Dinh. Su kién nay da tao
cu s6c ldn, gdy hoang mang cho cac dan vi dang chién dau, mot s6 khong nhé da bd vé tim cach dua gia dinh
vao Hué, mat Carroll, mdt mac xich quan trong bi bo ngd. Chiéu hém dé can c Mai Léc cling phai ditan ... trén
da thang Idi quan ddi Bac Viét tién chiém Chi Khu Cam Lo, du dinh danh thang vao Bdng Ha, nhung bi chan lai
& D6i Quai Vac (cay so 6, trén quoc 16 9). Tuy vay, chi sau 3 tuan lé nghi ngai, chinh dén ddi hinh va bé sung dan
dudc, ngay 27 thang 4, quan d6i BV md cudc tan cong dgt hai va chi trong 4 ngay, toan bd luc lugng VNCH phai

rut vao bén kia song My Chanh.

Dén chiéu toi ngay 1 thang 5 nam 1972, quan doi BV da hoan toan chiém tinh Quang Tri ma trong ké hoach ban

dau phai dén cudi thang6.
V@i viéc mat Carroll, trong lich st chién tranh Quéc Cong, lan dau tién quan déi BV dat dudc nhiing thang Igi:

- Danh chiém mét can cd hda luc hung hdu, nai dat ban doanh B chi huy Trung doan ma khéng can st dung
bd binh. Chi trong 36 gid dau tién clia trén chién, Céng quan da st dung 247 khau phéo du loai bdn 8.000 qua
dan vao cac can cl ma chu yéu la Carroll. Kinh nghiém dung hda luc phdo dé 4p dao va danh chién thang da

dudc ap dung hau hét trén cac chién trudng mién Nam sau nay nhu tai Nong San, Thugng Bic, D6i 1062.
- M6t BG chi huy Trung doan vdi gan 1000 binh si dau hang

- Chiém hoan toan ldnh thé ctia mét tinh cua Viét Nam Cong Hoa



C6 mdt hdu qua tai hai khac vé mat tdm ly va tuyén truyén: Qua nhiing trinh bay & trén ta thiy dién bién tam
tu ca Tr. Ta Dinh tu sau hanh quan Lam Sdn 719 da nhen nhdm sy hoai nghi khong muén chién dau. Trong hoi
ky ctia Dai ta Cao Sdn, Trung doan trudng Trung doan 38 Phao cling cho biét khong phai dgi dén ngay 2 -4 ma
trong dém trudc d6 Tr.td Dinh da nhiéu [an tim cach lién lac vdi don vi ctia 6ng. Co nghia la chi sau hai ngay bi
phao dap, tinh than 6ng Dinh hoan toan bi té liét: mot phan ¢d cam giac bi b rdi, phan khac ¢6 (€ sg chét, nén
da chap nhan moi diéu kién dé dau hang, hoan toan khong ¢ y nao khac. Thé nhung khi nhan dugc tin nay, Bo
Tu Lénh chién dich Xuan Heé 1972 QDBV qua su chi dao & trén da chuyén su dau hang thanh phan chién, c6

nghia la ca Trung doan budng sung, trd vé vdi "Quan doi Nhan dan".

Trong dip ky niém 40 nam tran chién 1972, Bao QDND da phdng van Trung tudng Pham Hong Cu lic dé la
Thugng Ta Cuc phé Tuyén Hudn dudc Téng Cuc Chinh tri ctf [am phai vién tai mat tran Tri Thién, da ké lai chinh

xac viéc hoan chuyén su kién nhu sau:

“...con mot ky niém gi6 day it ngudi nhac dén la ngay 2-4, trudc uy luc [8n cia Poan phao binh Béng Lau
(Trung doan 38), toan b Trung doan 56 ctia Quan ddi Sai Gon do Trung td Pham Van Dinh, Trung doan trudng
va Trung ta Vinh Phong, Trung doan phd ra hang. Nhan dugc tin ay, toi bao cdo ngay véi dong chi Song Hao.
Chu nhiém Téng cuc Chinh tri chi thi ngay: Chuyén viéc dau hang thanh phan chién, d6i xit khong phai tu binh,
hang binh ma la nhitng ngudi phan chién vé vdi cdch mang, gilt nguyén cap bac cho ho. T6i nghi, d6 la su chi

dao rat nhay bén, rat hay, lam phan héa tu tudng d6i vdi binh si Quan doi Sai Gon......”




Hinh: Ong Dinh va 6ng Phong

Luén diéu tuyén truyén nay da c6 tac dung anh hudng rat l8n tu tudng clda nhiéu ngudgi, dac biét la sy khai
thac ctia bao chi nudc ngoai; ngay ca trong nudc My va ddng nhu ndi dung |3i ké ndi trén va thuc hién ding
"chinh sach", 6ng Dinh va 6ng Phong dudc gill nguyén cap bac, dén thang 3 nam 1994, hai 6ng dudc Thugng
tudng Lé Kha Phiéu gan lon Thugng Ta.

Thuc té chi ¢ hai 6ng Dinh va 6ng Phong dugc uu dai, da s6 con lai phai chiu & tu, sau 1975 mdi dudc tha.
VI.  CHUYEN BEN LE

Tran chién & can cl Carroll da qua trén 40 nam. Mot s6 si quan quan ddi BV tham chién da viét hoi ky véi muc
dich ghi lai chién thang d€ ... “tung ho divang”, tuy nhién, cé vai chi tiét can néi lai cho rd: Trong bai viét clia
ong Ho6 van Duyét c6 doan ghi:” .. Trudc cudc tién quan 1972 cua ta, Tong thong Nguy quyén Nguyén van Thiéu

lén tan Ca Roon tryc tiép dong vién khich € binh si...“ Sy thuc khdng cé chuyén nay.

Trong hoi ky “MUa He Chay” & trang 170, 6ng Qui Hai viét:” Sang 1/5/72, DbB6 dung phdo luu 155 ly chién [gi
pham thu dudc ctia dich tif cdn ¢l 241, ban bd binh dich tap trung tai C8 Thanh, mét phat rdi gan S& Chi huy
BB3 dich, cot cd bi gay.

Thuc té, trong nhitng ngay cudi thang 4, dich bat dau phdo vao thi xa Quang Tri, nhung cho dén sang 1-5 trudc
khi BTL/SD3 rit di, khéng cé qua dai phao nao rai vao Thanh C6 ca! Mét digu chiing téi thac mac la cf sau mét
loat phao, ¢ van My qua hdi chlng t6i: “ C6 qua nao rdi trong Thanh khdng “ Viéc cot ¢G gay la co that, nhung

do nguyén nhan khac, chiing ta hdy nghe nha bao Lé Huy Linh Vii (Trung ta Nguyén Thugng Tho) ké lai su kién

nay trong bai “ Ba ngay cudi cung tai BTL/SD3”

“.....M0t tiéng ddng manh rai loang xoang, mot ngudi nao do la to: Chét cha! Cot ¢S d6 roi. Téi vung day, chup
lay cai may anh, chay ra ra san cd. Cai ¢t cd hién ngang vdi la cd phat phdi theo gié nhu muén thach dé vdi bat
cU ai va bat cl cdi gi, niém hanh dién clia ngudi linh Su doan 3 B6 binh, chi con [a mot déng sat vun. M3y anh
c6 van My diing gan mot chiéc cam nhong ndi nang chi cho. Cai gi ma ky vay” Chinh ho da lam nga cot ¢d. Du
vd y ch(r khéng phai c6 y, ho cling da gieo vao long nhiing chién st Quang Tri c6 mat tai d6 mét ndi hoang mang
vo tan. Cot ¢ tugng trung cho mot cai gi thiéng liéng. Cot ¢ nga la diém rat xau. Ca bo Tu lénh nhén nhao.

Nhiéu ngudi néng mat mudn budc ra dan cho may anh My mét tran. Vai anh linh hung hang budc dén gay su.



M3y anh My hinh nhu cling doan biét su bat binh ctia ta nén ri nhau rdt ém vé phia ham trd an danh riéng cho

ho ”»

Chuyén Tan Lam ... hinh nhu trong tdn cling ctia né van con an chda nhiéu diéu danh dong dén tam tri nhiéu

Ngudi, ngay ca nhiing thé hé vé sau:

- C6 HO thi Hong Nhung, con ctia Dai Uy H6 van Duyét, nhan 40 nam tran chién Tan Lam, da [dn 16i vé chién

trudng xua dé tim “dau tich” Ba minh va nhiing ngudi lién hé gobm ca hai phia, ta hdy nghe c6 chia sé:

“ T6i nam nay ngoai 50, la bac si, chua biét chién truang, thudng vong, khoi dan la gi ngoai may dgt tap quan

su thdi sinh vién ... mot [an bi bat vi di biéu tinh chéng Trung qudc gay han bién Dong ...

Ca nudc ldy nam 1975 la ndm hoa binh lap lai, gia dinh xum hop, nhung chlng t6i thi phai dgi dén nam 1987,
khi Ba trg vé tu chién trudng Campuchia va ... mang theo hai can bénh sét rét va bénh ngoai da. Can bénh
viém nang long & chan toc ctia Ba khi & chién trudng. Ba da gia, dau téc bac thé ma bi cao troc vi chdn doan
nghi la ndm, chita mai cling chang khdi, ngudi ta chan doan ba bi ngdia la do “cdng thang chién trudng va bi tu
ky am thi “. Ho phat cho ba t6i hang trdm vién Aninazin, mot loai thu6c chiia bénh tdm than phan lap! Can

bénh nglta da dau ay dudc t6i xét nghiém va chifa khdi trong vong mot thdi gian.

“....Bavan thudng la hét trong gidc ngli moi dém, me khéng ddm nam riéng sg dém ba nga. Ba mac bénh tim
sau thdi gian dai nhu vay. G Viét Nam ngudi linh khdng méc bénh “Hdi chiing chién tranh”, c6 than thi lo hay
gia dinh lo. Pén cd quan thinh thoang van nghe mang nhiéc: “Thé hé chlng t6i xé doc Trudng San di cliu nudc”
ho chua tling nifa ngay chién trudng vi con hoc & nudc ngoai dé vé phuc vu dat nudc thdgi binh.

Nay moi [an vé tham nha nhin ba trén chiéc xe lan, biét la tudi cao nhung lic nao trong long cling nghen ngao.

May con ¢d me va c6 dau nha cham séc ba hét muc.

Thang 12 nam 2011 t6i ¢ viéc ra Hué, toi da tim dén nha 6ng Pham Van Dinh nhung dudc tin 6ng da mat. Hoi
tham nghe néi ¢ con géi dng a chu khach san Hudng Ducng & dudng Hai Ba Trung, dén ngi ¢ lé tan ndi
khach san da déi cht dudc han mét nam. Di long vong hoi tham nghe ndi bén Tay Loc. Ngoi mot hoi, lan tan

nghi cé 1& 6ng khdng mudn nhac lai chuyén nay nén viéc nhu khéng thudn. Danh théi..”

C6 Hong Nhung phé bién bai viét ciia Ba minh va bi 6ng Qui Hai phé phan nhu da néu & trén, c6 thé 6ng Hai

dung trén nguyén tac, nhung cd Hong Nhung ciing cé céi ly ciia minh dé bao vé danh du va tinh trung thuc cta



dng Ho van Duyét! C6 trd I3i: “ ... m3t khac bay git & mdt nha bdo chuyén nghiép, chl han thay nhiing chi tiét
ba t6i viét khdng thé la sy bia dat ..., chi da qua ham hé khi ndi ba téi chup hinh & khu vuc tap két dé ky niém

ai muén chup thichup . C [€ chi ¢é thé thich nhu vdy, nhung d6 khéng phai la nhan cach clia ba téi...”

“....Ch0 la ngudi cam but, chi “trung thuc” toi da biét tur bé du bai tha ctia Tran Dan bi cam, chi 6 trung thuc
khi nghi minh a ngugGi duy nhat biét rd va da phan anh trung thuc mot su kién lich s&t ma giip cho hang nghin

gia dinh ca hai phia khéng bi mat con, mat chéng, mat cha dy khong.

Toi nghi cudc chién cia dan tdc mat mat qua én lao. Cé thé t6i dan ba khong thay hét dudc su vé vang, hao
huing, nhung lGc nao t6i cling rat biét gn Ba da dudc trd vé va gia dinh sum hop thuc su la nam 1987 Ba la chu

nhiém phao binh mat trdn 579 bén Campuchia.....”

Pé van dé dudc rd rang han, ¢ ¢é gang di tim thém nhan chiing va may man gip dudc anh Baoleo va anh Hoc
la Trinh sat ké toan phao binh, ngugi dau tién nghe dudc tiéng ndi 6ng Dinh. Ca hai ngudi déu xac nhan nhitng
gi ong Ho6 van Duyét trinh bay trong bai viét cla minh [a trung thuc, anh Baoleo cling da viét ra su kién dy theo

|Gi ké ciia anh Hoc:

“...Trudc khi danh d6i Tan Ldm, phdo ta da gid vao cl diém bén canh mét tran tdi bsi hoa l4. Dén muc cl diém
Tan Lam d3 hon siéu phach lac. Ngay hém sau, phdo ta gid vao Tan LAm, cé mat phéo t&t nén hoa luc ban kha
chinh xac va lai day. Nén nhd [a lic nay b binh QGP chua tan cong. Trung ta Dinh chi huy trung doan 56 & day
tu nhan thay khong c6 kha nang chiu dung thém hoa luc clia phao binh QGP nén mdi quyét dinh dau hang.

Khi do, Tr. ta Binh goi dién dai cho QGP, diing ngay vao may do anh Hoc ndi & trén cdm. Nén nhd la tan s6 dién
dai ctia QGP noi chung va clia may ctia anh Hoc noi riéng vdi tan so dién dai ctia trung doan 56-QL VNCH la
khéng la gi nhau. Anh Hoc cé ké rang: nhiéu khi qua chan trong viéc pha séng ctia nhau, hai bén da chiii nhau
roi giao hen: may dé bé may lam xong thi b6 cling dé€ yén cho may lam viéc...”

Khi anh Hoc nhan dugc dich than Tr T4 Dinh goi cho xin gdp chi huy QGP dé xin ngling ban (chua phai la dau
hang cdi rup dau nhé), anh Hoc con chodng vang ch(f chua ndi gi dén cac cap chi huy cta ta sau khi nhan dugc
bao cdo cla té théng tin trinh sat phao.

Vi thé, phdo ta lai ti€p tuc ddp vao Tan Lam. Bén lic nay, Tr. ta Binh quat nhu chlli vao may ctia anh Hoc. Daiy
ndi rang: ching t6i da chuan bi dau hang, cac éng con 1t long ban vao anh em khi & ngoai cong su, v...v... Dén

lic &y cac bo nha ta mdi tin la that. Va cadu chuyén két thic nhu cac bac da biét.



Tuy nhién, cai Baoleo muén néi & day la anh Hoc la ngudi ¢é cdng dau trong viéc chap néi cho Tr. td Dinh va
cap trén cla ta, dan dén viéc cé cau truyén hai la trung doan 56 nguy phan chién, thi lai khong cé céi khen nao
cho viéc ay.

Ma trong chién dich xuan he 72 d6, anh Hoc nha ta lai dugc huan chudng cho mot viéc ngap rudi.

Khi thay truc thang dich dap xung mém yén ngua trudc mat, anh Hoc thay ngon qua lién goi ngay cho phao
nha tang vao.

Khong ngd sau d6, cu Cao Van Khanh dién ngay cho doan Béng Lau; thang nao goi ban giai vay cho s& chi huy
chién dich. Tat nhién [a tén cla Hoc dugc néu ra. Va Hoc dugc thudng hudn chugng cho viéc dy.

Nhung that ra theo Hoc: minh ¢ biét sd chi huy clia cac bé dy & cdc dau, thay ngon thi goi ban thoi, ai

ngo....ngap...”

Trong bai “Ky niém mdt mua hé dé [fa” dng Nguyén Thang cé nhac lai: “ Thang 7 ndm 1991, 6ng vao Hué
tham du “Lién hoan truyén hinh toan quéc” Ong Binh d3 dich than di tim va mdi 6ng vé nha & s6 5D dudng Hai
Ba Trung. Ong Thang hdi ba Van, vg dng Dinh:” Thang 4, 1972, khi anh Dinh va ca Trung doan 56 phan chién trd

vé v8i nhan dan, gia dinh chi cé bi chinh quyén Saigon luc van gi khong ? «
- Anh Thang a, ding dip dy, em sanh chdu thi ba, dan ba sanh nd nam budng, ho khéng goi t&i”, chi Van tra (5.

Trudc d6 6ng Binh ¢6 can nha 1én & 62 Lé Duadn, nhung sau 75 d3 “hién” cho cd quan nha nudc ... C4 1€ can nha

hién tai chat chdi nén da trinh bay v8i dng Thang dé nhd can thiép gitp d8.

“..... Thang 3-1993, t6i lai c6 dip vao cong tac 8 Hué. Nhan budi [am viéc vdi Thudng vu thanh Gy va Thudng

trdc UBND thanh phd Hug, t6i c6 néu van deé.

Toi dudc biét anh Binh ¢4 ngdi nha § 62 Lé Duan, cd quan nha nudc st dung, anh Binh san sang nhudng cho co
quan. Nhung hién nay cac chau, con anh Binh da |dn, t6i dé nghi cac anh xem xét cap cho anh Dinh mét manh
dat lam nha. S& di t6i néu van dé, vi thang 4-1972, téi dudc truc ti€p don anh Dinh va Trung doan 56 vé véi

nhan dan.

Anh Mé - Thudng vu Tinh Gy Thra thién Hué kiém bi thu thanh Gy va cac dong chi thudng truc UBND thanh phd

déu dong tinh, sé giai quyét thoa dang.



T6i hom sau trong ldc ching téi dang an cdm véi Hong Nhu - Tong bién tap tap chi van nghé Séng Huang,
nhac st Nguyén Trong Tao, nha bdo Pham Viét Diing thi thay anh Dinh dén tham. Téi doc dugc trong d6i mat va

khuén mat anh mot niém vui rang rd .Anh Dinh bao:

- Vg chdng tdi cdm on anh nhiéu ldm. Sdng nay déng chi Phé chu tich thanh phd da gap toi va cho biét, sau khi

anh dat van dé, cac anh lanh dao Thanh uy, Gy ban da nhat tri cap dat cho t6i lam nha!!!l «

Trong lGc di tim tai liéu, tinh ¢d t6i gap dugc trang Web Khic Quan Hanh.VN, cling rat quan tdm chuyén Tan

Lam, c6 mot ban tré xung danh la GiangVH, ghi lai |Gi ké ctia 6ng chi minh:

“...0ng chli em, [a vé binh clia QT72, tiing 4p giai d6i phudng tif 241 ra Bic. Trong lic néng tinh d3 thic bang
sungvao 1 anh linh VNCH vi anh ta c(f'i ra muén nghi.

Chi em sau d6 té ra an han. Roi vira di vifa tdm su véi anh ta, mdi biét anh ta qué & huyén Go cong, dang la
sinh vién SG thi xung phong di linh vi hoan canh gia dinh khé khan. Anh ta néi cao diém 241 khong chiu ndi stic
ép ctia quan GP nén budc phai xin hang. Anh ta con cho xem thu ctia ban géi gtfi cho.

Ong chi em ciing doc thu 3y, cho dén nay van thét [én: Con gdi trong 8y dudc hoc hanh dén nai dén chén, viét
thu hay that? Hay hdn nhiéu so vdi thu cla...ngugi yéu minh viét cho minh.

Chu con thifa nhan: St quan cla ho dudc dao tao rat chuyén nghiép. Vi du BTrudng (Trung di trudng) cta ho
da thudc hét ly lich cGia quan nhan trong trung d6i minh(ho tén, qué quan, gia dinh, vg con...). Trong khi do, st

quan minh thi chi...gidi danh nhau?...”
Chi chling d6 thoi cling dU noi lén dugc hét cai phong thai ctia quan dan mién Nam nhu thé nao!

Co mot diéu that tiéc la bén phia nhitng ngudi "Thua cudc", khong thay si quan nao ghi lai su kién ngay ay,
mot vai tén tudi dudc nhac cling chi dgi dén khi dugc hdi chuyén mdi lén tiéng nhu Thiéu ta Tén That Man

(Phat Cu6i Tan Lam), hodc Dai iy Nguyén van Tam (Chang Phao Thu Thanh Carroll).

Gan day mdi thay mot bai viét hiém hoi xuat hién nhung rat xic dong ctia mét anh binh nhi thudc phao doi B,
TD 1PB/TQLC. Lic d6 mdi 17 tudi, anh tu xung danh: Téi tén Nguyén Tan Tai, sinh ngay 27 thang 4 ndm 1955, s&
quan 75/103522, KBC 3341.

"..Tudi linh cla tdi khéng nhiéu, chua bang cai lé ciia ngudi khac, ba thang quan trudng cdng véi bén thiang

hanh quan thi chi mdi dugc bay thang - tif ngay vé trudng cho tdi ngay bi bat lam tl binh. Toi viét ra day a



nhiing gi toi dugc nghe va thay. Tat ca la su that khong thém, khdng bét va véi cai nhin ciia mot binh nhi ma

thoi.

(Nudc mat vao Ha 72 - "Trudng Han" D6 la vét xam cua tdi tai mién Bac)

Anh ké chuyén mét cach dung di, nhd tén gan hét nhiing quan nhan trong don vi, tinh cam, gén bé gilia st
quan va thudc cap: Thiéu ty Van (cd |€ la Trung doi trudng) rat thudng t6i, anh hita vdi t6i la chuyén hanh quan
nay vé c6 dip anh sé& gidi thiéu c6 em vg cling xinh [dm cho t&i. Anh con néi khi nao vé phép ma muén di chai
nifa, ndi cho anh biét, anh sé cho di. Trong nhiing ngay dau thang 4/72, lic dau dugc biét ré md dudng mau, cd
TD7 |én ti€p cliu, sau do lai bao tuf tha, cudi cling thi dau hang. Khi nghe tin nay, Thi€u Gy Van rat tdc va chi

thé: DM, Ton may lay siing kiém éng Dinh ban b cho tau.

Anh Ton xach sting chay di nhung trd lai bao la khong thé di dudc vi VC da cd mat bén ddé roi ...Khi dt tiéng
phéo, t6i nhay ra khéi ham thi thdy dang sau c6 3 tén VC dling thung carton lam loa kéu:" Linh thay danh bé,
hang song chéng chét". Téi va anh Trung bo chay, kém gai va min da bi phao don sach, nén an toan xuéng nui.

Khi dén dudng dat dé ngoai vong dai, VC d3 dgi sdn & d6. Thé la toi bi bat.

Ching dan t6i xudng quoc 16 9, gan Khe Gié mdi gap nhiing ngudi chung Phédo ddi, trong d6 cé Dai Gy Tam,
Trung Uy Liéu, Trung Gy Van. Cling vao lic nay, ching dan mét sé si quan BB tU can cU di xuéng. Khi di ngang

qua c6 maét vi nhin ching toi, vira khdc, vita néi: Cac em rang lo gin gitl stic khde dé cd ngay trd vé vdi gia dinh.

C& trang & dau téi khdng nhin thdy, nhung chdc chan 100% la khéng ¢é & PPB/TQLC, chiing téi [a nhiing quan
nhan, mac du khdng la si quan, cling da kién cudng chién ddu dén phat cudi cung, khdng ai dau hang hay bd

chay...“



Anh bi giam & mién Bac va rat dau thudng khi biét da ¢ 3 dong ddi bi ban chét khi trén trai tai Thanh Phong va

mot anh chét dudi vi d6i qua khong da stic vugt sdng khi trén vai vac cdy go nang!
Anh khéng dudc trao tra vao ndam 1973, phai dgi dén thang 9 nam 1975 mdi dugc vé nha.

Anh chi la mét Binh Nhi, 3 thang quan trudng va 4 thang chién dau, nhung that day dan va kién cudng, xing

dang la phong cach ctia ngudi chién si Cop Bién!

Chuyén cudi cung [a I8i cia Chudn tudng Vii van Giai, sau khi doc bai "Phat Cudi Tan LAm", nghe Thi€u ta Ton
That Man ké lai ndi dung cudc hop vao trua ngay 2/4/72: Ong Binh néi d3 trinh v8i Tu Lénh Su Doan va tudng
Giai bao s& khong c6 yém trg gi vao lic nay, Trung doan phai tu quyét dinh [dy. TuSng Giai d& chia sé véi cyu Tr.
Ta Nguyén Tri Tan, Trung doan phé TB2/S B3BB: "Dinh khéng ndi vdi toi trudc khi ddu hang ma chi nhg Daita
Chung, Tu [énh phé chuyén IGi chao tU biét. Vi ngay hom dé t6i vao Hué gap Tong théng Thiéu ra tham, tdi
chiéu t6i mdi biét Binh dau hang ma khong ai bao cdo gi cho toi ca, t6i dau c6 cho Dinh toan quyén quyét dinh.
Toi da gap ngay c6 van clia Binh dudc tryc thang boc vé va téi da nghe 6ng ta ndi vdi nhitng gi da xay ra, néu toi

biét dugc, t6i da ngan can ...".
Vil LOIKET

Tran chién 1972 d3 qua 50 ndm, nhung chuyén trén déi 241 van chua ndi hét hay ding han chua dudc trinh
bay mét cach khach quan. Nhitng ngudi c6 mat lic d6 bay giG mot sé ra di vinh vién, sé con lai da gia, phit

gidy nao d6 nghivé chuyén ngay xua, c6 ngudi sung sudng mim cudi, cé ngudi chua x6t phién mudn! Nhung
khi long ldang xudng chac ai cling ¢4 chdt uu tu ngdm ngui cho than phan minh trong thdi chinh chién! Béi vi

chién tranh la mot 16i [dm 18n clia nhan loai, nhat la gilta nhitng ngudi cung mau da tiéng néi.

Cang vé lau vé dai sau nay, cac ban tré doc chuyén cé tich s& ngac nhién khi biét rang c6 mét thdi té tién ho da
d6 biét bao xudng mau dé tranh nhau mot ngon déi! Thuc té da xay ra nhu thé va moi ngudi hanh xif ding & vi
tri, ly tudng minh phuc vu ...Va bén nay bén kia déu c6 cach ly giai dé bao vé muc tiéu chién dau. Tuy nhién,
trén tat ca van con cdi DAO clia ngudi linh vé long trung kién, anh diing, chap nhan hy sinh ...B&i thé d& c6
nhiing chién si chién dau dén vién dan cudi cung, nhitng tudng cong chét vdi thanh, hay nhiing cap chi huy da
tuan tiét!... Lich st tlf ngan xua chua bao gid vinh danh nhiing ké dau hang!

Mot ngay dau thang 10 ndm 1971, nhiing chién binh tif muén phudng hoi tu vé Ai Tif dé hinh thanh mét don vi

c6 trach nhiém tran gilf vung dia dau gidi tuyén Bda con sinh sau dé mudn cta Quan Luc nhu mot than cdy mdi



trong xudng, viia bén ré, chua dugc thif thach v8i ndng mua da bi con bdo 72 lam xiéu veo ta tgi! Su kién can cd
Tan Lam dau hang la mot diu an trong chudi nhitng nghiét ngd ca nhiing ngudi linh SD3BB. Vi niém uu tu
khac khoai dy, chiing tdi cd gang tim kiém, lugm 3t d6 day nhiing su viéc trung thuc lién quan dé chiing muc
nao dé cung véi nhiéu ngudi bé sung cho cau chuyén thém slc tich, dan dan sé ¢ blc tranh hoan thién nhu'y
nghi clia mot nha bao: "Khéng ai ¢é thé di dén tuang lai mdt cach vitng chac néu khéng hiéu trung thuc vé qua
kh(, nhat [a mot qua khf ma ching ta can du va cé phéan cong dong trach nhiém . Lich sif can dugc biét nhu nd

da ting xay ra va sy that la mot con dudng doi hdi chlng ta khong bao gid bo cudc .
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