
 

Investigator Standing 
Support 
to date 
(years) 

Publications 
during/ 
after 
support 

Grants 
submitted 
PI  / Co-I 

PI Grants awarded/ Co-I Awards  

Brian Boone, 
M.D. 

Graduated 5 (Start 
2020) 

55 26/11 1.) Lustgarten Foundation Robert F. Vizza Clinical 
Accelerator Award (PI, 4/1/26-3/31/29)- $2.2 million 
2.) Pancan Research Recovery Grant (PI, 
4/1/26-3/31/27) 
 

Ed Pistilli, Ph.D. Graduated 7 16 11/1 R01AR079445; 06/2022 – 05/2027 (PI) 
Ivan Martinez, 
Ph.D. 

Graduated 3.5 30 10/3 1.) American Cancer Society Research Scholar Grant  
2.) WVUCI Internal Spark grant 
3.) NSF/1761792 

Maggie 
Bennewitz, 
Ph.D. 

Graduated 6 14 16/1 1.) WVCTSI Rapid Response Grant 
2.) R15 AREA Administrative Supplement  
3.) NSF CAREER, CBET    
4.) R15 Academic Research Enhancement Award 
(AREA), NIH/NCI 

Traci W. Liu, 
Ph.D. 

Graduated 
(Pilot) 

3.5 
(Start 
spring 
’22) 

12 24/9 1.) AACR-Lustgarten Career Development Award in 
Honor of Ruth Bader Ginsberg July 2024 - 2027 - PI 
2.) R01 April 2025 - 2029 - Multi-PI 
3.) ACS Research Scholars Award September 2025 - 
2029 - PI 

Wei Du, Ph.D. Graduated  6 30 
 
 

 

19/3 1.) RF1 AG093995 (former # R01 AG093995) (PI) 
2.) LLS CDP Scholar Grant # 1399-26 Du (PI)  
3.) R01 CA285400-A1 Du (PI)- NIH/NCI 

Sharan Kumar 
Reddy Bobbala, 
Ph.D. 

PL since 
Oct 2023 

2.5 9 4/14 1.) NIGMS (#2P20GM121322) Tumor 
Microenvironment-TME CoBRE (PI) 
2.) WVU SoP Start-up Research Grant (PI) 
3.) 2026 Pancreatic Cancer Action Network Research 
Recovery Grant (CoI) 

Rachel Abbotts, 
MD/ PhD 

Project 
Leader 
(Aug ‘25) 

0.5 0 1/2 N/A 

Dominique 
Bollino, PhD 

Project 
Leader 
(Aug ’25) 

0.5 0 2/1 N/A 

William Walker, 
PhD 

Project 
Leader (Jan 
’26) 

0.5 0 3/0 1.) NCI R00CA273424 (PI) 
2.) Institutional Start-up (PI) 

Sonik Aulakh, 
M.D. 

Project 
Leader (Jan 
’26) 

0 15 3/0 1.)​ TME CoBRE 

2.)​ IGNITE 

Konstantinos 
Sdrimas, MD 

Pilot Award 
(Aug ’25) 

Start Fall 
‘25 

1 1/0 N/A 



John Githaka, 
PhD 

Pilot Award 
(Jan ’26) 

Start 
Spring 
‘26 

3 1/1 N/A 

Michael Hu, 
Ph.D. 

Transition 
PL 

3.5 
(start 
spring 
’22) 

25 (Hu, G) 9/34 R01AI163333 (Co-I) 
NSF 2125872 (KP) 
P20 GM103434 (Co-I) 
NSF 2242771 (Co-I) 
U54GM104942 (KP) 

Jon Busada, 
Ph.D.  

Transition 
PL 

4 (Start 
Fall ’21) 

9 9/0 1.)​ WVUCI Spark pilot award (75k) 

2.)​ WV CTSI Bench to Bedside Award 

Chris Cifarelli, 
M.D. 

N/A 3.5 15 3/0  

Andrey Bobko, 
Ph.D. 

N/A 3.0 18 3/2 Co-I: R01 (2) 

Totals   252 120/69  

 

219 total publications under publication code (P20 GM121322) since CoBRE fund was awarded in 2017 

 

 

Graduated 
Investigators 

Bennewitz Boone Du Liu Martinez Pistilli 

Support to Date 
(years) 

6 5 6 3.5 3.5 7 



Publications 
(during & after 
support) 

14 55 30 12 30 16 

Grants 
Submitted 

17 37 22 33 13 12 

Grants Awarded 4 2 3 3 2 1 

 

 Current Investigators Abbotts Aulakh Bobbala Bollino Githaka Sdrimas Walker 
Support to Date 
(years) 

0.5 0 2.5 0.5 0 0.5 0.5 

Publications during & 
after support 

0 15 9 0 3 1 0 

Grants submitted 3 3 18 3 2 1 3 
Grants awarded 0 2 2 0 0 0 2 

 



 

 Student Trainees 
(23-24) 

Abbotts Aulakh Bobbala Bollino Githaka Sdrimas Walker 

Undergrad/PharmD 
students 

3 2 1 0 0 0 0 

Graduate/PhD students 1 1 2 1 0 0 4 
Graduated/Completed 
(2024) 

0  2 0 0 0 0 

Total 4 3 5 1 0 0 4 
 

 

 



 

 

 Transitioned Investigators Michael Hu Jon Busada 
Support to date (years) 3.5 4 
Publications during/after support 25 9 
Grants submitted 43 9 
Grants awarded  5 1 

 


