HacTynuno yTpo noHeaenbHWKa, BCe Havanv npocbinaTbCs U HauMHaTh AeHb. JTO Xe
Kacarnocb O[JHOTrO MOMLENCKOro crefoBaTtens.

ToTo, OAETLIN B CBOW OObIYHLIN CEPLIA KOCTIOM, HANPaBnsamnca B AenapTaMeHT CTONMYHON
nonuuuun. Ero nyLumncTble KalTaHoBbIE BOIOCHI Crierka pa3smBanuch OT nérkoro Betpa. C
Ténnoun 6ynoyKkomn BO PTY OH B3rMsHYN Ha Yachbl.

— Y MeHs1 Mmarno BpeMeHu... — npobopmoTan oH ckBo3b OynKy, focTaBad TenedoH. OH
3aMeTUN HECKOIbKO COOBLLEHNI OT CBOEro HanapHuKa.

<3 PoH

Tbl 6 nymu?

lNpuHecu mHe nobonbuwe den!

*cmukep e380J/IHO8aHHO20 YmMKOHoca*

— ... Ero opepxmmocTb aenamu... — nposop4dan Toto cebe nop Hoc.

PoH Bcerga Tak cebs Bén. C Tex nop, Kak OHW CTanu HanapHuKamMmu B packpbITum
npectynnexHui, PoH B3sanca 3a paboTy ¢ BO3pacTaloLLmMM 3HTy3nasmom, 6ecnpepbiBHO
Tpebysi BcE bonblie n 6onbLue gen.

lMpobnema 3akniovanacb B TOM, YTO BCE AeNia Haxoaunncb nod koHTporem AMmamumn. Kak
ToTo gomkeH Obin 6paTth GonbLue gena, He Bbi3biBasi NO403PUTENBHOMO B3rMsaa
HavYanbHULIbI?

— Masy.

ToTo B3poArHyn oT HeoXmnaaHHoro 3Byka. OH NOCMOTPen B TEMHbIV Nepeyrnok psiaoM.

— KoTtuk! — ynbiGHyncsa ToTo, npuces, YToObl fy4lle paccMOTPETb YEPHOro koTa. OH
NpULLYypUIcs, He Beps CBOMM rnasam. — Ho nodemy...

KoT cTpaHHbIM 06pa3omM HanomMuHam emy O4HOro 3HaKOMOIro — OCODEHHO 3TOM
B3bEPOLLEHHON YEPHOM LLEPCTLIO, NPUKPLIBAIOLLEN rMa3a, NpSMO Kak...

— M-npwuBeT, manbiw... on! Yoexan! — ToTo B3goxHyn, Korga koT ucdes B rnybuHe TEMHOMO
nepeynka.

— lMNoxoxe, 51 eMy He HpaBntoCb... — Crierka Hagyrncs oH, pasoyapoBaHHbIN. OH BCE eLé
XeBan bynouky.

BHesanHo B ero pyKe 3aBI/I6pI/IDOBaJ'I TeJ'IerOH, Hanyras €ero. 9710 6bIN 3BOHOK OT €ro
Ha4valrbHULUbI.



Y Hero HenpuATHOCTU?

— Nwiwuku, mei xo4ewb bbimb y80reHHbIM!? — pasgarnca rpoOMKAA cepauTbIn ronoc, Koraa
OH MPUHSAST 3BOHOK.

— A yxe B nytn! — otBetun ToTo, nobexae Ha CBOE paboyee MecTo.

— WMuwwmkn-caH, nodpbin Bevep, — o0anH U3 odmLepoB NONpPUBETCTBOBAN ero, korga Toto
NprObIN HA MECTO NPeCTyNseHns.

— Hob6pebit Bedep. MeHs nocnana Amamusi-cemnain, — oTBeTun ToTo, BCNOMUHASA, Kakomn
BbIrOBOP OH BLICMyLlan nepeq TeM, Kak ero Hanpaeunu cioga. — Bbl He Mmornn 6bl NOCBATUTL

MeHs1 B aetanm?

— KoHeuHo. — Odhmuep nponucTan ceou 3anucu, o0bsacHsAS, YTo npounsoLwsio. MNMoka ToTo
COCpPeaoTOMEHHO cryLlan, Koe-4To NpUBIEKNO ero BHUMaHue.

— Ox, YTO 34€echb Aenaer KOoT? — OXHyr odumuep, 3aMeTUB KOTa, NpUbNnKaBLIErocst K MECTy
NpecTynneHus.

ToTo MOMEHTanbHO y3Han ero — 3710 ObIn TOT e caMblli KOT, KOTOPOro OH BMAEN paHee. Kot
nogoLén npAaMo K Tpyny, cagdacCb OKOJO HEero n ¢ noBONbLITCTBOM CMOTPpA Ha Teno.

— Tbl MCTULLIL 32 XepTBY? — npowenTan ToTo ¢ HeGoNbLIOW YNbIOKON.
— 3-3... 910 BawW KoT, Nwwmnkn-can? — cnpocun oduuep, cnerka osagavyeHHbIn.

— HeT-HeT, — ycmexHyncsa ToTo, NpoTsarneasi pyky, YToObl B3bepOLUMTh KOLLIAYbH LLEPCTb.
KoT noBonbHo 3amypyan. — Tbl M BNpaBay HaNnoMUHaeLb MHe €ro...

[Mmasa ToTo BOpyr OKPYIMWAnCh.

— On, TouHo! MHe HyxHO coobwunTb PoHy o gene! — OH HenoBko gocTan TenedoH.
— B aTOoM HeT HeobxoanmocTu, Korga s yKe 3aech, ToTo.

ToTo MOpPrHyn n onycTun B3rNsa4 Ha KoTta, CMOTPSILLEro Ha HEero CHU3y BBEPX.

— Pon?

— [Ha, goporon?



ToTo noackoums, NOYyBCTBOBaB TEMMOE AblXaHue, Lwekodyluee ero yxo. OH obepHyncs 1
yBuaen PoHa, cTosiLiero npsiMo nosaam Hero.

— He penan tak! — BOCKNMKHYN TOTO, CMYLLEHHBIN OOQHOBPEMEHHO U LWEMNOTOM, U
HeoXngaHHbIM obpalLeHmem.

PoH ynbIGHyncst co cBoen 06bIMHOM HACMELLSTMBOCTbBIO.

— OH 3gecb € TOro MOMeHTa, Kak Bbl Npubbinn. A gyman, Bbl NPULLNIM BABOEM, — HEOPEXHO
3ameTun ocuuep.

— JlagHo... OcTtaBuTe Hac Ha MUHYTKY? — TOTO BblaaBui 13 cebs ynbibky u oTBén PoHa B
CTOPOHY, Nogarnblue OT MecTa npecTynneHus. — YTo Tbl 30ecb Aenaewb?

— O, nNpocTo 3axoaun 3a NpoayKTamu 1 KoLlaybuM KopMoM. 3atem yBuaen 1ebs n nogyman:
«[MoyeMmy Gbl He NnocrnenoBaTh 3a HUM?» — HEBO3MYTUMO OTBETUN POH.

— Heyxenn?... — ToTo ¢ nogo3peHnem NOCMOTPEST Ha HEro, HO Ha 3TOM Pa3roBop
3aBepLUNNCS, U OHU BEPHYNOCH K Aeny, roToBble pasraibiBaTb TalHy.

— [lo cux nop He Mory NoBepuTb, YTO Takoe npasga npousoLwno, — npobopmotan ToTo,
Korga oH 1 PoH Bo3BpaLlanuck AoMow nocne paspelueHns gerna. — Ho, kak 06bIYHO, HNUYTO
He YCKOINb3HET OT B3rnsaga senunkoro PoHa KamoHoxaluu.

— XOTb Tbl M FOBOPULLIL TaK, UMEHHO Tbl MOMOI MHe, YKa3aB Ha Aetanu, — ynblbHyncsa PoH.
— XM... B niobom cny4ae kak Tbl cebsi yyBCcTBYeLb? Thbl MOYTM NOTEPSAN CO3HaHMe n3-3a
nekapcTtsa. — TOTO crierka Haxmypuncs, ornsabiBasi PoHa, 06ecnokoeHHbI adhdekTom

nekapcTB, KOTOpbIE TOT NPUHSAN, YTOObI NOAABUTDL XXenaHue youTb NPecTyrnHuKa.

— lMoatomy S n kynun ero. — POH ¢ ropaocTblo NoAHsN OyTbINKY cMpona U3 KOpUYHEBOTO
caxapa, nocne 4vero caenan u3 Heé 60rbLUION rMOTOK.

— ...MIHTepecHo, Korga Tbl HAKOHeL, NONYyYNLLIb CBOK AETEKTUBHYIO NIMLIEH3MIO U CTaHELUb
3HaMeHUTbIM OETEKTMBOM, TBOM (paHaThbl OyayT OAepXUMbl 3TUM CUPOMNOM Tak e, Kak 1 Tbl?
— cepbésHo cnpocun Toto, Habnoaas, kak PoH NbET.

— Bbino 6bl nyywe, ecnu 6bl OHW NOKYNanu ero Ansg MeHsi, — ycMexHyrcsi PoH.

— He ncnonbkayi nx B cBOMX UHTepecax!

PoH 0OBOMBHO XMbIKHYN U cAenan ewé oauH rmoTok cupona.



— iogn n3 bnto... Mbl 6onblue YacTHble AeTekTusbl, ToTo. B ntobom criyyae Hac 3amedaet
He Tak MHoro ntogen. U s1 He Bo3spaxalo, ecinm y MeHst HuKorga He byaet dbaHaToB. K Tomy
BpeMEHU A Byay CrMLLKOM 3aHAT paccrnefoBaHUsMu.

— O 4yém Tb1? Korga npugét Bpems, g 6yay TBoMM caMbiM B0MbLLMM (haHaTOM.

PoH Tenno ynbibHyrncs.

— 3HauuT Nn 3TO, YTO Thl TOXE 6y,D,eLIJb ogepXKnm CVIpOI'IOM?

— MoxeT, He mak ogepXxuMm... He gymato, 4to ctaHy [obaBnaTe ero B kaxgoe 6nogo. —
ToTo TMXO 3acmedncs.

Bsarnag PoHa cmaryuncs.

— A npocTo xo4y oduumnanbHO ctath 4eTEKTUBOM. [lonynsapeH a unm HeT, MHe 3TO He
BaXKHO. Ho Tbl, TOTO, MOXeELUb CTaTb LUMPOKO N3BECTHLIM Kak NpeKpacHbIi AeTekTnB. U,
HaCKOMbKO 51 MOTY CyanTb, y Tebs yxxe ecTb (haHart, NoBclogy crenyoLwmin 3a To00mn.

— Y710 THI...?

ToTo novyBCTBOBAs, KaK YTO-TO MYLUMCTOE KOCHYNOCh ero Horn. OH onycTun B3rnsa u
YBUAEN TOTO e KOTa, YTO U paHee, TPYLLErocsi O Hero roffoBoM.

— 37 Tbl Wén 3a MHON? — TOTO NOAHAN KOTa U YOUBNEHHO YCTABUIICA Ha HEro.
KoT nsgan tnxoe msiykaHbe.

— Ecnu cpaBHuBaTh KoTa ¢ TOGOW, Bbl M NpaBaa BbIrMAAUTE 0OMHAKoBO, — 3acmesrncs ToTo,
Aepxa KoTa psaoM ¢ nuuom PoHa, 4ToGbl CpaBHUTL UX.

— Kak Tbl MOXeLb Takoe roBoputb? — My6bl POHa CKpMBUIMCH N3-3a SIBHOMO
HepoBosibCcTBa. KOT, KaXkeTcs, cornacurncsa ¢ HAM 1 3awunen Ha PoHa, nogolueaLero
CINULLKOM Brn3sKo.

— Ox, He gymato, 4TO Tbl EMY HPaBMLLULCS, — yCMeXHyrncst Toto, 6epsi KoTa Ha PyKM U HEXHO
obHUMasg ero.

— W aHe aymaro, 4To OH MHEe HPaBUTCA, — I'IpOGOpMOTaJ'I PoH, rnaas Ha KoTa,
CaMoO0BOJIbHO MpWXaBLUerocsa K ToTo.

— PasBe Tbl He AOMmKeH ObiTb KOLIATHUKOM? — XMbIKHYN TOTO, M OHW BMECTE MPOAOIHKMIN
nyTb, Noka KOT yA0BGHO YCTPOMUIICS Ha ero pykax.



— Tebe 3anpeLleHo 3axoaunTb.
— PoH...

— Her, ogHoOro kota 4oCTaTouMHO, — CTPOro ckasan PoH, CMOTPS Ha TOro e YépHOro KoTa,
KOTOpPbIV CyMen HalTu OOpOory K Nopory ero goma.

l-‘IéprII‘/‘I KOT Ka3ariCa TakmMm Xe ynpsamMmbiM, Bbi3biBakolle noMaxmBad XBOCTOM. Ero nywmncras
Yyérnka 3aKkpbiBana rnasa, Ho 1 PoH, n ToTto YyBCTBOBasin, 4To OH CMOTPUT HaA HNX B OTBET.

HeoxnaaHHo nosiBuncs kot PoHa, 0OHIOXan YepHOro kota U pagoCTHO 3aBUMS XBOCTOM.
UEpHbIN KOT MOBTOPWI €ro AeNCTBUE, U OHN 06a cTanu BbIrMsA4eTb JOBOSIbHEE.

— Tbl TOXe MeHA npegan!? — axHyn PoH, HeBepsile Habnogas, kak ero COGCTBEHHbIN KOT
NoAPYXWICS C YEPHBbIM KOTOM.

TOTO YCMEXHYIICA, HAKMOHSASCh, YTOObI MOAHATL YEPHOIO KOTa.
— lMownagém, PoH kynun tebe eapl.

— Y707?! OHa ans moeeo kota! — dbIpkHYN PoH, HO TOTo yxe 3alwén BHyTpb, 0OHUMas
YEPHOro CamMOA0BOSbHO BbIMMAAALLEro KoTa.

CnycTa Heckonbko YacoB PoH no-npexHemy obwxkancs B yrny kKomHatbl. OH cy3un rnasa,
yBMAEB, Kak TOTO UrpaeT ¢ YEPHbIM KOTOM. Ero coBCTBEHHbIN KOT AaBHO YCHYIM nocne eqpl,

6e3pas3nnyHbIf K NPOUCXOASALLEMY.

— PoH, nepecTtaHb oyTbCs U nau ctoga, — nossan ToTo, ero nanblbl HEXXHO Norna)xueanu
LLUEePCTb YEPHOTO KOTa, Noka OH J0BOSIbHO Mypyar Y HEro Ha KOMEHSsIX.

PoH Haxmypuncs ewé cunbHee.
— 3ayem? O4eBMAHO, KTO haBOpUT.

— ...0X, XBaTuUT, — npoGopmoTan ToTo, crierka 3akaTbiBas rnasa. — POH... — cHoBa no3Barn
OH, Ha 3TOT pa3 6ornee MArko.

Hwukakoro otBeTa. POH CKpecTuUn pyku Ha rpyau, TMXo oblpkHYB.

— PoH... — cHoBa nonbiTancsa ToTo.

— ...PoH, nan cropa.



— ...Munein?

— Y7107 — POH TYT X€ NoAHsIN ronosy.

INnuo ToTo cTano SApKo-KpacHbIM, U OH CMYLLEHHO OTBEPHYICS, NPOTArnBas pyKy K POHYy.
— WNawn cropga... A cockyuunncs no tebe.

PoH okaxancs 6bicTpee, yem korga-nnbo sngen Toto. 3a 0AHO MIHOBEHME OH OKa3arica
c3agm ToTo, Kpenko OBHAN ero 1 YTKHyNcs pacTpénaHHbIMW BofloCaMu B CNHY TOTO.

— TonbKo NOCMOTPUTE Ha 3TOro 60sbLIOrO KOTa, — YCMEXHYncsa TOTo, UrPUBO B3bEPOLLMB
Bonockl PoHa. — [axe nyywmnin y4eHnk brnto He MOXET cnpaBUTbCA C PEBHOCTLIO, Aa?

— 4 He... peBHyl0, — npobopmoTan PoH, nonoxms nogdopoaok Ha nneyvo ToTo.

— lMNpaega? — noggpasHun ToTo, cnerka HakNnoHWB ronoBy k PoHy. Ero pyka cockonb3Hyna
¢ Bonoc PoHa Ha ero Wéky u cnerka noxnonana no Hen. — Torga, Aymato, Tbl NPOCTO NOMOH
TauH.

POH HM4ero He ckasan, BMECTO 3Toro kpenye obHsiB TOTO 3a Tanuio. TOTO HEXHO B3LOXHYI,
3aTeM HaKIoHWIICS, YTOObl OCTaBUTb NIEMKNI NOLENyN Ha Lweke PoHa.

— He BonHyncs, aetektne Vwwmkun 3geck, 4Tobbl pasragatb Nobyto TanHy, —
YXMbISTbHYNCS TOTO, XOTS M YyBCTBOBAS1 CMYLLEHWe OT rnynon dpasbl.

Ero cmyLieHne nuwe Bo3pocno, korga PoH He oTBeTun. PactepsaBLumMchb, TOTO OnyCcTUn
B3rnsg Ha CnsLero YepHOro Kota Ha CBOMX KOIEHSIX.

— A... A npocTo nowyTun...

— ToTo... — l'onoc PoHa 6bin HU3KMM 1 MATKMM, U3-3a Yero no cnuHe ToTo npobexanu
Mypawkn. OgHa pyka PoHa ckonb3Hyna K nuuy ToTo, akkypaTHO noBopadnBas ero K
NPOH3UTENbHLIM roNybbIM rnasam, B KOTOPbIX Tenepb 3abnecteno Hevto 6onee rnybokoe,
korga PoH cknoHuncs bnunxe.

Nx nuua 6binn B HECKONBKUX AtoMax Apyr OT Apyra, Koraa BHe3anHo YTo-To Tskénoe
NpU3emMnNnnoch Ha ronoBy PoHa, 3acTaBnsAs ero NowaTHyTbCS OT TSHXKECTU.

9710 BbIN YEPHbIN KOT, Y>KE€ NPOCHYBLUMIACA U, BUANMO, PELUMBLUNIN NPOSABUTL arpeccuto. OH
ObICTPO cnpbIrHyn obpaTtHO Ha koneHu ToTo.

— M-mbl TeBA pas3dyannn? — ToTo HEPBHO NOAHSAMN KOTa U NoAHEC ero K nuuy. Ero rmasa
pPacCLIMpPUIIMCL OT YAMBIEHWS, KOrga KOT HEOXWOAHHO NU3HYIN ero ry6si.



Mpexae yem ToTo ycnen oTpearnpoBaTtb, POH MOMTHMEHOCHO BbIXBATWI KOTa U3 pyK ToOTO.
Ero amxeHns 6binm GbICTPbIMK U pelunTenbHbiMU. He nponaHecs HU cnoea, PoH nogowén
K OBEpU, OTKPbIN €€ U BbICTaBWI KOTa Hapyy, 3axronbiBas 3a HUM ABepb U LWEnkas
3aMKOM.

PoH meaneHHo obepHyncs, ero HebecHo-ronybble rnasa necrtenu 4em-To 6onee MpayHbIMm,
4yem ero 06bIYHOE UrpMBOE HAcTpoeHue. TOTO akkypaTHO BCTarl, YyBCTBYS, YTO eMy crieqyeT

oexarTb.

LLlarn PoHa 6blnv HETOPONNMBLIMK, NOKa OH Npubnukancs kK ToTo, 0CTaHOBMBLLUCH fWLLb
Torga, Koraa Mexay ux niuamm ocTaBanoch HECKOMbKO AOMOB.

— P-PoH, aTo 6bIin BCero nuilb KOT... — 3aHepBHM4arn ToTo, ero mbicnu nyTanncb noa
npucrtanbHbIM B3rMA40M PoHa. OH yxKe co6|/|par|c;| 3aroBopuTb, Korga PoH obBun pyKamu

ero Tanuto, nputTArneas onmxke, n ToTo no4vyBCTBOBall Tensio npmxmnmaslleroca K Hemy Tena.

— A gyman, uyto getektnB MWLWLMKM OOMKEH pasragaTb 9Ty TalHy, — TUX0 nogapasHun PoH
C HOTKaMmu cobcTBeHHUYecTBa. — Ho nonarato, s y>xe caMm BCE NOHSAN.

ToTo HaNpPsPKEHHO CIMOTHYN, ero cepaue 3abunock GbicTpee OT BHE3anHOW 6rm3ocTu.
— Y-y1O Tbl UMeEELWb B BUAY...

— A umeto B BuAY, Toto, — npotenTan PoH, — 4To 6onbLue HUKTO K Tebe He NoaonaéT Tak
onnako. [Jaxe KorT.

370 He 0cobO NOMOrMo, Koraa Ha cnegytowiee yTpo OHM OOHAPYKUIK, YTO YEPHbIN KOT
oTAbIxaeT Ha 6ankoHe PoHa u npucTtanbHO CNeanT 3a HAMKU Yepes CTEKIO.

ToTo, eLLé COHHbIN, MOTEP rnasa u NoOpPaKEHHO MOPrHy-.
— PoH, y Hac rocTb...?

POH, COHHO MPUNbLHYBLUKIA K TOTO, NOAHS FrONoBY, €ro rnasa Cy3unucb, Korga oH yBuaen
CHapy>Xu1 YEPHOro KoTa, KOTOPbIV NNEHMBO MOMaxMBas XBOCTOM C CAMOAOBOSbHbLIM BUAOM.

— Bbl, AOMKHO BbITb, WYTUTE, — MpadHo npobopmoTtan PoH, Beinpamnasck. Ero rmasa
pasgpaXkEHHO BCMbIXHYNK, KOrga OH nonmarn Ha cebe HeMurarLmi B3rMsg KoTa, KaXeTes,
HacMeXxaloLLerocst Hag HUM.

ByaTo no curHany, YEpHbIN KOT Ha BarkoHe rPOMKO MAYKHYI, 3aMaxaB XBOCTOM eLLé
3HepruyHee, CNOBHO MOHMMAs, YTO NEePEnonoLUINI UX.



