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History of Portland, OR 
 
Portland, Oregon, boasts a rich and complex history that spans from the earliest indigenous populations to its current 
status as a vibrant, urban center. This history is marked by periods of significant change, growth, and development, 
reflecting broader trends in the Pacific Northwest and the United States. 
 
 Indigenous Populations 
 
The area now known as Portland was originally inhabited by Chinookan-speaking peoples, including the Clackamas, 
Kathlamet, Multnomah, and Tualatin tribes. These communities lived in the Portland Basin, a fertile area formed by the 
confluence of the Columbia and Willamette Rivers. They engaged in fishing, hunting, and gathering, utilizing the abundant 
natural resources of the region. The first Europeans to document encounters with these indigenous peoples were 
Meriwether Lewis and William Clark in 1806, who reported numerous villages and a substantial population living in the 
area. 
 
 European Exploration and Settlement 
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The first Europeans to see the Oregon coast were Spanish sailors in the mid-16th century, followed by English seaman 
Francis Drake in 1579. However, it wasn't until the late 18th and early 19th centuries that European exploration and fur 
trading significantly impacted the region. The Hudson’s Bay Company established Fort Vancouver in 1824, marking the 
beginning of European American settlement in the Oregon country. The Oregon Trail, starting in the 1830s, brought 
thousands of settlers from the East, dramatically altering the landscape and indigenous ways of life. 
 
 Foundation and Growth of Portland 
 
Portland was founded in 1843 by business partners Asa Lovejoy and Francis Pettygrove, who decided the city's name by 
a coin toss. Incorporated in 1851, Portland quickly grew into a major port and railroad hub by the end of the 19th century. 
The city's strategic location along the Willamette River facilitated its development as a trade center. The arrival of 
immigrants from Asia and the enactment of exclusionary laws reflected the racial tensions and policies of the time. 
Despite these challenges, Portland's population and infrastructure continued to expand. 
 
 20th Century Developments 
 
The early 20th century saw Portland's continued growth, with the construction of significant buildings, bridges, and public 
amenities. The Lewis and Clark Exposition in 1905 spurred a population boom. However, the city also faced challenges, 
including racial restrictions and the displacement of Native Americans. The latter half of the 20th century was marked by 
efforts to address environmental concerns and diversify the economy, moving away from resource-intensive industries 
towards technology and service sectors. 
 
 21st Century Portland 
 
In recent years, Portland has become known for its quality of life, cultural vibrancy, and progressive urban policies. The 
redevelopment of the Pearl District and the establishment of institutions like the Lan Su Chinese Garden reflect the city's 
ongoing evolution. However, Portland also grapples with contemporary issues such as homelessness, addiction, and 
racial injustice. The city's history of exclusion and displacement continues to influence its social and political landscape. 
 
 Conclusion 
 
Portland's history is a microcosm of broader American themes, including indigenous displacement, immigration, 
industrialization, urban development, and social reform. From its origins as a home to diverse indigenous tribes to its 
current status as a dynamic urban center, Portland reflects the complexities and contradictions of American history. The 
city's ability to adapt and evolve, while facing its historical challenges head-on, suggests a resilient and forward-looking 
community poised to navigate the future. 
 
 

Company Description 
A Modern LASIK and Vision Correction Boutique in Portland, Oregon.​
 

Contact Details 
Tersigni Vision 
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15150 Bangy Rd, Lake Oswego, OR 97035 
(971) 362-2020 
Google Site: https://sites.google.com/view/tersignivision/portland​
Google Folder: https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1cMRTHrmGLW1wCBrg9hAYJJcRpG-r-hpX?usp=drive_open 
​
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