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Cheap Dab Rigs 
 
You might be new to the smoking game. It's OK, there are important things to learn, but 
fortunately you're at the right site. Trying to figure out which water pipe to get can be 
overwhelming when you aren’t even sure what they all do. This piece, with a Super Slit 
Showerhead Frother looks pretty cool, right? But what about a gorgeous 10" Klein Incycler? A 
truly beautiful glass pipe, for sure. 
 

  
 
The important thing to think about is what you want to get out of your, uh, let's call it: relaxing 
time. If you enjoy smoking legal herbs more than you enjoy concentrates, you’re more likely to 
line your walls with pieces like this 14" beaker style water pipe. 
  
This doesn’t mean you are completely cut out of enjoying the concentrates game though. The 
same thing could be said if you dab. You don’t have to have one of each, but it’s better for 
convenience if you do. Feel like cleaning your pipe every time you smoke? You may have to if 
you "go double" with your pipe. 
 
Having a grasp on some commonly used dabbing terms will go a long way as you deliberate 
over the glass dabbing case at your local dispensary or rec shop. This list of jargon may look 
long, but don’t worry – a lot of these are just different names for the same thing. 
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Budder – Refers to extracts that take on a creamy, butter-like consistency. 
 
Butane Hash Oil (BHO) – The most commonly used extract for dabbing, BHO uses butane to 
strip essential compounds like THC, CBD, and terpenes from the cannabis plant, concentrating 
them in an oil of varying consistencies (see also: shatter, wax, budder, crumble, pull-and-snap). 
 
Concentrate – Broadly refers to any cannabis product that concentrates cannabis compounds 
from raw plant material. 
 
CO2 Oil – A type of cannabis oil that uses pressure and CO2 to extract essential compounds 
like THC, CBD, and terpenes from the plant. This oil tends to be soft or runny, and often takes 
on an amber hue. 
 
Crumble – Refers to extracts that take on a soft, crumbly texture. 
 
Dab(bing) – “Dabbing” refers to the method of flash vaporization in which oils are applied to a 
hot surface and inhaled (see also: dab rig, nail). “Dabs” can refer to any extract used for 
dabbing. 
 
Dab Rig – Also called an oil rig, a dab rig refers to a water pipe with dabbing attachments (see 
also: nail). 
 
Honeycomb – Refers to extracts that take on a soft, honeycomb-like texture. 
 
Nail – A nail refers to the metal, glass, or ceramic spike attached to a water pipe. Dabs are 
applied to the nail once it’s been heated by a torch or electronically. 
 
Oil – A broad term that refers to many different cannabis concentrates. It implies a runny, oil-like 
consistency, but cannabis oil has become a ubiquitous term that describes extracts of many 
forms and consistencies. 
 
Pull-and-Snap – Refers to extracts that take on a taffy-like consistency that may “snap” when 
bent. 
Purge – Refers to the process of removing solvents during extraction. (Note: high levels of 
residual solvents can be unsafe for consumption, so make sure the product you’re purchasing 
has been lab tested). 
 
Rosin – A solvent-less extract that uses heat and pressure to concentrate essential cannabis 
compounds. 
 
Shatter – Refers to extracts that take on a transparent glass-like consistency. 
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Solvent – A solvent refers to the chemical compounds (e.g. butane, alcohol, propane, etc.) that 
strip cannabinoids and terpenes from plants. Some concentrates (e.g. rosin, ice hash) can be 
produced through heat, pressure, and water — these are called “solventless” extracts. 
 
Wax – Refers to extracts that take on a soft, waxy consistency. 
 

 
  
Two Pipes, Two Kinds Of Smoking Accessories 
  
Have you noticed in your search that there are both male and female parts to the gear out 
there? This is because many pieces are designed to work together. You’re not the only one who 
wants the convenience of being able to enjoy both herbs and concentrates with one piece of 
gear. Lots of users prefer this for the sake of convenience and some like it to save a couple 
dollars. 
  
When you’re new to the smoking game you may not be sure where to spend your hard earned 
cash (although the fact you visited this online headshop certainly means you're ahead of most of 
your friends). No problem. It's pretty basic. Male water pipes take female slides and nails and 
vice versa. Watch your measurements as well, as 14 and 18mm joint size is key to keeping your 
purchase optimized. 
  
If you’re leaning towards herbs but want to try concentrates at some point, you should start off 
with a female slide and male jointed water pipe. This is going to ensure you’ve got the space to 
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connect a female acccessory like a titanium nail or banger so that you can try out the other 
options. 
  
If you’re the other way around, start off with your male jointed nail and look for a nice female 
joint to help you along the way. See how easy that was? You can complete both options of your 
inhaling preference with two simple pieces of gear. 
  
Nails for Days 
  
Nails are common for dabbing. They come in several sizes and materials which also means 
they come at several different price points. If you need cheaper because you’re starting out and 
don’t want to commit, then you might want to look at ceramic or quartz nails. 
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