The Language of Onkhemish

Natively known as: onkhem /pn’ xem/
...and he stood holding his hat and turned his wet face to the wind...
um tso kydbmb mung tso noi um Umb tso inum nga pipo ngin
Pronunciation: /um tso kjomb mung tso no'i um wmb tso e'num na pi’'po nen/

Onkhemish word order: and he stood holding his hat and turned his wet face the wind
to
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Spelling & Phonology

Consonant inventory: fjkmnpstwxnt[? mbngnd

Click IPA symbols for audio

|Manner/Place— Bilabial Labiodental Alveolar Palato- Palatal Velar Glottal
alveolar

Nasal m n

Stop p™b tnd kg ?

Fricative f S J



Approximant

Lateral fricative

Co-articulated phonemes

|Manner/Place— Labial-
velar

Approximant w

Vowel inventory:aeiouapbweu

Front Central Back

High i e wu
High- e ) 0
mid

Near- @

low



Low a D

Syllable structure: (C)(C)V(C)
Stress pattern: Second — stress is on the second syllable
Word initial consonants: jk kjkn kfmnppjssntjtswxnt[[nmbngnd

Mid-word consonants: f fj fk fn ft fw j jj jn jt [ j? k kf kk ks m mj mk ms mt mw m[ m? n
nf nm nx p pk pn px s sf sm ss sx t tf tm tn tp ts tw {f w wk wm ws x xf xk xn xt xw n nf

nm np ns ntnx +4w [ [n [x ? ?m mb ng nd
Word final consonants: fmntxn¢[mbngnd

Spelling rules:

Pronunciation Spelling

nd nd

g ng

mh mb
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Grammar

Main word order: Subject Verb Object (Prepositional phrase). “Mary opened the door
with a key” turns into Mary opened the door with a key.

Adjective order: Adjectives are positioned before the noun.

Adposition: postpositions



Nouns

Singular Plural

Definite Ifstarts If starts

with with vowel:
vowel: Prefix x-
Prefix 1-
Else: Prefix
Else: Xi-
Prefix
huw- khityaesh
/xi'tjef/
lutyeesh

Ayl ihe dogs

the dog

Indefinite Prefix o- No affix

otyesh  tyash /tjef/
/o'tjef/

some dogs
a dog

Articles

Onkhemish encodes definite article ‘the’, and indefinite article ‘a’ in noun affixes. See

Noun section.

Pronouns



1st
singular

2nd
singular

3rd
singular
masc

3rd
singular
fem

1st
plural

2nd
plural

u/u/

[, me,

mine

se /se/

you,

yours

tso /tso/

he, him,

his, it, its

i/e/

she, her,

hers, it

its

su /su/

we, us,

ours

wea /wae/

you all,
yours

12



3rd shang
plural  /favg/

they,
them,

theirs

Possessive determiners

1st u/u/
singular

my

2nd se /se/
singular

your

3rd tso /tso/
singular
masc his

3rd i/e/
singular

fem her
1st su /su/

plural



our

2nd wee /wae/
plural

your (pl)

3rd shang
plural /fasg/

their
Verbs
Present Past
1st Prefix kJi- Prefix w-
singular
kshingim ungim

/kf1"vgam/ /wr igam/

(1) learn (1) learned



2nd
singular

3rd
singular

1st
plural

Prefix nge-

nginglim
/nge ‘ngum/

(vou) learn

If starts with
vowel: Prefix
nd_

Else: Prefix
nda-

ndanglim
/rda’vgam/

(he/she/it)

learns

If starts with
vowel: Prefix
m_

Else: Prefix
mo-

mongim
/mo ‘igam/

If starts with
vowel: Prefix

Jn-

Else: Prefix
Jne-

shninglim
/fne 'gam/

(vou) learned

If starts with

vowel: Prefix
m_

Else: Prefix
me-

mengim
/me "sgam/

(he/she/it)

learned

Prefix ju-

yungim
/ju’sgam/

(we) learned



(we) learn

2nd If starts with  Prefix tjae-
plural  vowel: Prefix
m- tyengim
/tjee igam/
Else: Prefix
mi- (vou all)
learned
minglim
/mi igam/
(vou all)
learn
3rd If starts with  Prefix o-
plural  vowel: Prefix
Jn- onglim
/o sgam/

Else: Prefix

Jna- (they)
learned

shnangiim

/fna’sgam/

(they) learn

Onkhemish uses a standalone particle word for future tense:



Future Particle
before the
verb: knw

knl nglim
/knux
ngum/

will learn

Progressive aspect

The ‘progressive’ aspect refers to actions that are happening at the time of speaking,

such as I am learning.

Onkhemish uses an affix for progressive:

Progressive Prefix i-

inglim
/1" 9gam/

is

learning



Habitual aspect

The ‘habitual’ aspect refers to actions that happen habitually, such as I learn (something

new every day), as opposed to actions that happen once (/ learned something).

Onkhemish uses a standalone particle word for habitual:

Habitual Particle
before the
verb: we -

we nglim
/we gam/

learns

Numbers

Onkhemish has a base-10 number system:

1-no



10 - tsund

11 - tsundno “ten-one”

100 - no mba “one hundred”

101 - no mba no “one hundred one”

200 - snd mba

1000 - no lun “one thousand”

Derivational morphology

Adjective — adverb = Prefix u-

Adjective — noun (the quality of being [adj]) = Prefix pi-



Adjective — verb (to make something [adj]) = If starts with vowel: Prefix 1-

Else: Prefix lo-

Noun — adjective (having the quality of [noun]) = If starts with vowel: Prefix p-

Else: Prefix pu-

Noun — adjective relating to noun (e.g. economy — economic) = If starts with vowel:
Prefix k-

Else: Prefix ko-

Noun to verb = If starts with vowel: Prefix s-

Else: Prefix sp-

Verb — adjective (result of doing [verb]) = If starts with vowel: Prefix j-

Else: Prefix jo-

Tending to = Prefix a-

Verb — noun (the act of [verb]) = Prefix i-

Verb — noun that verb produces (e.g. know — knowledge) = Prefix p-

One who [verb]s (e.g. paint — painter) = If starts with vowel: Prefix ts-

Else: Prefix tsw-

Place of (e.g. wine — winery) = Prefix -



Diminutive = Prefix a-

Augmentative = Prefix a-

Onkhemish - English Dictionary

Key: spelling /pronunciation/ part of speech. definition(s)

adj. adjective adv. adverb art. article conj. conjunction det. determiner interj.
interjection n. noun num. numeral prep. preposition pron. pronoun V. verb

a /a/ conj. that

&l /@l/ n. conviction

&u /&'u/ v. sneeze

aksim /ak'sim/ v. reflect

anosh /a’'nof/ n. crown

atyash /a’tja[/ n. puppy

e /e/ n. office

emomso /e ' momso/ n. ray, radius
eyten /ej ten/ adj. cool (fashionable), casual
ikh /ix/ v. freeze

ikshi /ik'fe/ n. action

im /im/ n. world

inal /e 'nael/ v. drown, suffocate
ing /evg/ n. axe

indng /i noy/ n. thought

ipdm /i pom/ adv. somewhere
ishush /1" fuf/ n. defense

iukh /i'ux/ n. movement, motion
ka /ka/ prep. of

kam /kam/ n. night

ke /ke/ adv. how

kha /xa/ n. god

khand /xa~d/ n. map

khemb /xe™b/ n. theater, arena



khi /xe/ det. every, each
khokang /xp 'kan/ v. regret, lament
khon /xpn/ v. print

khu /xw/ adv. back

khul /xwl/ n. lens

khung /xuvg/ n. frame

ki /ki/ interj. okay

kimb /ke™b/ n. property

kiwa /ki'wa/ n. tin

knang /knavg/ n. jaw

knind /kni~d/ adj. stubborn

knu /knu/ v. would

kntimb /knwr™b/ n. horse

kntt /knwit/ n. copper, bronze
kokh /kox/ n. shore, beach
kombi /ko ' ™bs/ n. mint

konguf /ko'sguf/ adj. industrial
koyawo /ko'jewo/ adj. cultural
kshi /kfi/ n. sky, darling

ksho /kfb/ adj. right, correct, valid, moral, appropriate
kshtikh /kfwx/ adv. tomorrow
k@ /ks/ n. school

kikhk6pd /kux 'kopo/ adj. wide, broad
kum‘o /kum’?0/ v. change, vary
ktinkhi /kwin‘xe/ n. spoon
kyakh /kjax/ n. file, folder
kyeng /kjen/ v. miss (long for)
kyo /kjo/ n. list, menu

kyoskha /kjos'xa/ n. support
kyum /kjuum/ n. ear

leel /tel/ ad;. silent

lasi /a’si/ adj. wrong

lem /tem/ v. win

liyya /ti'jja/ n. forefather



16mb /to™b/ n. fan (enthusiast)
lopyen /o pjen/ v. complicate

luksi /tuk'si/ v. lay, fuck

Iting /tuiy/ prep. by (agent performing an action), by (using the means of)
mang /man/ n. sponge

mamb /ma™b/ v. live, survive

mash /maf/ n. poem, lyrics

mbe /mba/ adj. big, large, huge
mbake /mba ka/ adj. crazy, insane
mbe /mbe/ n. research

mbiytling /mbij tarn/ n. vision
mbotwl /mbo tww/ n. year

mbun /™bun/ n. neck, throat

mbit /mbut/ v. face

mim /mem/ n. interest

mise /mi’'se/ v. rate

motyi /mo fji/ n. skull

mokfe /mok ' fe/ v. catch

moémku /mom kw/ n. expression
moskho /mps 'xo/ adj. bad

mukhka /mux'ka/ v. masturbate
mumbe /mu’ ™be/ n. pig

miunga /muw 9ga/ adj. close, dense, accurate
muwoksang /mu’'woksa’g/ n. record
naekh /nax/ n. grace

nanful /nan’ful/ n. carcass

ndesh /*daf/ n. brass

ndang /*dan/ prep. like

ndasi /da’se/ adv. anyway

ndeyyi /~de'jji/ n. throne

ndish /°dif/ v. meet, encounter
ndokh /~dox/ v. trick, deceive, distort, bluff
ndikh /*dux/ n. acid

ndungfd /~dun fo/ n. path, track



nduyyln /°du’jjun/ n. mass

nge /ne/ n. flame

ngepu /igae 'pu/ n. anxiety
ngaskhtiynit /nas xuwjnet/ v. vomit
nget /yet/ v. report, disclose
ngifaf /1ge faf/ n. bulb

ngind /ged/ n. kettle

ngo /no/ adj. even, parallel

ngol /gol/ n. chest

ngon /mon/ n. tax, tariff
ngosmodsh /mos mof/ n. coast
ngdyun /mo ‘jun/ n. dictionary
nglfna /nuf ne/ n. bird
ngllungmo /na 'tupmo/ num. second
ngun /nu na/ n. bug

ngusfo /7gus'fo/ v. drag, pull

nif /nit/ n. plague

ning /nin/ n. place, location, venue
nd /no/ n. activity

nonmosh /non mo|/ n. plane

num /num/ adj. cold, crisp

nut /nut/ adv. together

oikh /p'ix/ n. frost

Oomash /p'maf/ n. reservation

ong /pYg/ n. insect

opyof /p'pjof/ n. building

otyend /o 'tjerd/ n. abuse

pa /pa/ adj. fat, big, broad

paeku /pa'ku/ n. event, incident
pang /pan/ n. sun, light

pengdém /pe nom/ n. jewel, gem, prism
pi‘maesh /pe? maf/ n. weapon
pimba /pe ™ba/ v. request, appeal

pinotkaf /pi nofkuaf/ n. happiness



pishowmtng /pi’ fowmu’g/ n. perfection
pof /pof/ v. mention

pong /poy/ n. clay

posh /pof/ v. like, enjoy

pu /pwr/ n. man

plkyi /pukji/ adj. golden

ptindosh /pa *dof/ ad;. dirty

pUshufwof /pa’ fufwof/ adj. skilled
putsufi /put swfi/ adj. distant

pya&kh /pjex/ n. tooth, tusk

pyat khiit /pjat xut/ n. earthquake
pyinma /pjen ma/ v. finish, expire, close, shut
pyopko /pjop ‘ko/ v. press, squeeze, clutch
pylim kiim /pjam kam/ n. lipstick

pyuta /pja ta/ n. holiday, vacation

seyl /se ju/ v. arrest, detain

se /se/ det. your

sheem /f&m/ n. neighbor

shang /favg/ det. their

sheng /[en/ adv. that

shind /fe"d/ n. door, gate, port

shnayi /fna’je/ v. burn, cook (heat food)
shnokho /[no 'xo/ v. measure

shntikh /fnux/ v. enjoy

shnusin /fnu’sin/ n. baby

shokh /fpx/ n. pain, wound

shosa /[p'sa/ v. grow up

shii /fa/ n. lot

shun /fun/ n. egg

shupku ktnkhi /fwp kur kuun 'xe/ n. fork
sikh /sex/ n. button

sn@m /snaem/ adj. neat

sne /sne/ n. century

snim /snim/ v. roll, revolve, rotate, spin



snd‘a /sno’?a/ adv. sometimes

snufwe /snw’ fwe/ adj. safe

snush /snuf/ v. mix, blend, combine
som /som/ v. be (temporary state), be (located)
songiliku /so ' nukw/ v. weigh

s /s&/ num. first

sung /suvg/ v. reveal, disclose, confess
stiya /sw'ja/ v. frown

tsakhwi /tsa’xwe/ n. eye, eyeball
tsang /tsan/ v. desire

tsesfikh /tses'fox/ v. lift, boost

tso /tso/ pron. he, him, his, it, its
tsosh /tspf/ n. capital

tsukhilu /tsw xitw/ n. editor

tstikyatu ksho /tsur'kjatu kfo/ n. copyright
tsimaekh /tswr' maex/ n. tourist

tsund /tsud/ num. ten

tsiniing /tsw na’g/ n. drain
tstshnond /tswif'no*d/ n. driver

tye /tje/ n. head

tyaesh /tjef/ n. dog

tyan /tjan/ v. doubt

tyeshnu /tjef nu/ adj. sure

tyo /tjo/ det. all

tyongma /tjon) ' ma/ n. band

tyumb /tju™b/ adv. just, hardly
tyGishna /tjaf na/ pron. anybody

ufwil /u' fww/ pron. anyone

tiko /& 'ko/ n. column

ulinul /u'tenul/ adj. able, capable

un /wn/ adj. firm, rigid

no /& no/ n. bit

uskhet /us'xet/ n. mess, rubble, debris

Utu /g tu/ num. three



uyipyinma /u’jepjen ma/ adv. finally
wend /wand/ n. knee

wamwam /wa mwam/ v. control

watsha /wat'[a/ v. improve, refine, amend
wemb /we™b/ n. rank (position), hierarchy
wil /wel/ det. both

wishnamb /we[ na™b/ n. guy

wol /wol/ adj. ready, ripe

wot /wot/ n. brain

wul /wul/ pron. everyone

wun /wwn/ n. fort, castle

wiut /wwit/ v. swim

yam /jeem/ n. effort

yam /jam/ n. stream, creek

yet /jet/ n. picture

ying /je’g/ n. tongue, dialect, voice

yokh /jpx/ n. cat

yu /jur/ prep. for (the purpose of)

yun /jun/ adv. often

yutdl /ju 'tol/ v. analyze, inspect



