
The Language of Ônkhemish 
Natively known as: ônkhem /ɒnˈxem/ 

...and he stood holding his hat and turned his wet face to the wind... 

um tso kyômb mung tso noi um ǔmb tso înum nga pipo ngîn 

Pronunciation: /um tso kjɒᵐb muᵑg tso noˈi um ɯᵐb tso ɵˈnum ŋa piˈpo ŋɵn/ 

Ônkhemish word order: and he stood holding his hat and turned his wet face the wind 
to 

Smart Translator  

Generate unique name 
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Spelling & Phonology 
Consonant inventory: f j k m n p s t w x ŋ ɬ ʃ ʔ ᵐb ᵑg ⁿd 

Click IPA symbols for audio  

↓Manner/Place→ Bilabial Labiodental Alveolar Palato-
alveolar 

Palatal Velar Glottal 

Nasal m 
 

n 
  

ŋ 
 

Stop p ᵐb 
 

t ⁿd 
  

k ᵑg ʔ 

Fricative 
 

f s ʃ 
 

x 
 



Approximant 
    

j 
  

Lateral fricative 
  

ɬ 
    

Co-articulated phonemes 

↓Manner/Place→ Labial-
velar 

Approximant w 

Vowel inventory: a e i o u æ ɒ ɯ ɵ ʉ 

  

 
Front Central Back 

High i ʉ ɯ u 

High-
mid 

e ɵ o 

Near-
low 

æ 
  



Low a 
 

ɒ 

Syllable structure: (C)(C)V(C) ? 

Stress pattern: Second — stress is on the second syllable ? 

Word initial consonants: j k kj kn kʃ m n p pj s sn tj ts w x ŋ ɬ ʃ ʃn ᵐb ᵑg ⁿd 

Mid-word consonants: f fj fk fn ft fw j jj jn jt jʃ jʔ k kf kk ks m mj mk ms mt mw mʃ mʔ n 

nf nm nx p pk pn px s sf sm ss sx t tf tm tn tp ts tw tʃ w wk wm ws x xf xk xn xt xw ŋ ŋf 

ŋm ŋp ŋs ŋt ŋx ɬ ɬw ʃ ʃn ʃx ʔ ʔm ᵐb ᵑg ⁿd 

Word final consonants: f m n t x ŋ ɬ ʃ ᵐb ᵑg ⁿd 

Spelling rules: 

Pronunciation Spelling 

ⁿd nd 

ᵑg ng 

ᵐb mb 

ʔ ʻ 

ɒ ô 



ɵ î 

ʉ û 

ɯ ǔ 

j y 

x kh 

ŋ ng 

ʃ sh 

ɬ l 

 

Grammar 
Main word order: Subject Verb Object (Prepositional phrase). “Mary opened the door 

with a key” turns into Mary opened the door with a key. 

Adjective order: Adjectives are positioned before the noun. 

Adposition: postpositions ? 

  



Nouns 
 

Singular Plural 

Definite If starts 
with 
vowel: 
Prefix ɬ- 

Else: 
Prefix 
ɬɯ- 

lǔtyæsh 
/ɬɯˈtjæʃ/ 

the dog 

If starts 
with vowel: 
Prefix x- 

Else: Prefix 
xi- 

khityæsh 
/xiˈtjæʃ/ 

the dogs 

Indefinite Prefix o- 

otyæsh 
/oˈtjæʃ/ 

a dog 

No affix 

tyæsh /tjæʃ/ 

some dogs 

  

Articles 
Ônkhemish encodes definite article ‘the’, and indefinite article ‘a’ in noun affixes. See 

Noun section. 

Pronouns 



1st 
singular 

u /u/ 

I, me, 
mine 

2nd 
singular 

se /se/ 

you, 
yours 

3rd 
singular 
masc 

tso /tso/ 

he, him, 
his, it, its 

3rd 
singular 
fem 

î /ɵ/ 

she, her, 
hers, it, 
its 

1st 
plural 

su /su/ 

we, us, 
ours 

2nd 
plural 

wæ /wæ/ 

you all, 
yours 
(pl) 



3rd 
plural 

shang 
/ʃaᵑg/ 

they, 
them, 
theirs 

  

Possessive determiners 

1st 
singular 

u /u/ 

my 

2nd 
singular 

se /se/ 

your 

3rd 
singular 
masc 

tso /tso/ 

his 

3rd 
singular 
fem 

î /ɵ/ 

her 

1st 
plural 

su /su/ 



our 

2nd 
plural 

wæ /wæ/ 

your (pl) 

3rd 
plural 

shang 
/ʃaᵑg/ 

their 

  

Verbs 
 

Present Past 

1st 
singular 

Prefix kʃi- 

kshingûm 
/kʃiˈᵑgʉm/ 

(I) learn 

Prefix ɯ- 

ǔngûm 
/ɯˈᵑgʉm/ 

(I) learned 



2nd 
singular 

Prefix ᵑgɵ- 

ngîngûm 
/ᵑgɵˈᵑgʉm/ 

(you) learn 

If starts with 
vowel: Prefix 
ʃn- 

Else: Prefix 
ʃnɵ- 

shnîngûm 
/ʃnɵˈᵑgʉm/ 

(you) learned 

3rd 
singular 

If starts with 
vowel: Prefix 
ⁿd- 

Else: Prefix 
ⁿda- 

ndangûm 
/ⁿdaˈᵑgʉm/ 

(he/she/it) 
learns 

If starts with 
vowel: Prefix 
m- 

Else: Prefix 
me- 

mengûm 
/meˈᵑgʉm/ 

(he/she/it) 
learned 

1st 
plural 

If starts with 
vowel: Prefix 
m- 

Else: Prefix 
mo- 

mongûm 
/moˈᵑgʉm/ 

Prefix ju- 

yungûm 
/juˈᵑgʉm/ 

(we) learned 



(we) learn 

2nd 
plural 

If starts with 
vowel: Prefix 
m- 

Else: Prefix 
mi- 

mingûm 
/miˈᵑgʉm/ 

(you all) 
learn 

Prefix tjæ- 

tyængûm 
/tjæˈᵑgʉm/ 

(you all) 
learned 

3rd 
plural 

If starts with 
vowel: Prefix 
ʃn- 

Else: Prefix 
ʃna- 

shnangûm 
/ʃnaˈᵑgʉm/ 

(they) learn 

Prefix o- 

ongûm 
/oˈᵑgʉm/ 

(they) 
learned 

 

Ônkhemish uses a standalone particle word for future tense: 



Future Particle 
before the 
verb: knɯ 
- 

knǔ ngûm 
/knɯ 
ᵑgʉm/ 

will learn 

  

 

Progressive aspect 

 

The ‘progressive’ aspect refers to actions that are happening at the time of speaking, 

such as I am learning. 

 

Ônkhemish uses an affix for progressive: 

Progressive Prefix i- 

ingûm 
/iˈᵑgʉm/ 

is 
learning 



 

Habitual aspect 

 

The ‘habitual’ aspect refers to actions that happen habitually, such as I learn (something 

new every day), as opposed to actions that happen once (I learned something). 

 

Ônkhemish uses a standalone particle word for habitual: 

Habitual Particle 
before the 
verb: we - 

we ngûm 
/we ᵑgʉm/ 

learns 

  

Numbers 
Ônkhemish has a base-10 number system: 

 

1 - no 



2 - snǔ 

3 - ûtu 

4 - ndo 

5 - ngôm 

6 - sa 

7 - wî 

8 - kshæ 

9 - o 

10 - tsund 

11 - tsundno “ten-one” 

100 - no mba “one hundred” 

101 - no mba no “one hundred one” 

200 - snǔ mba 

1000 - no lǔn “one thousand” 

Derivational morphology 

Adjective → adverb = Prefix u- 

Adjective → noun (the quality of being [adj]) = Prefix pi- 



Adjective → verb (to make something [adj]) = If starts with vowel: Prefix ɬ- 

Else: Prefix ɬo- 

Noun → adjective (having the quality of [noun]) = If starts with vowel: Prefix p- 

Else: Prefix pʉ- 

Noun → adjective relating to noun (e.g. economy → economic) = If starts with vowel: 

Prefix k- 

Else: Prefix ko- 

Noun to verb = If starts with vowel: Prefix s- 

Else: Prefix sɒ- 

Verb → adjective (result of doing [verb]) = If starts with vowel: Prefix j- 

Else: Prefix jɵ- 

Tending to = Prefix a- 

Verb → noun (the act of [verb]) = Prefix i- 

Verb → noun that verb produces (e.g. know → knowledge) = Prefix ɒ- 

One who [verb]s (e.g. paint → painter) = If starts with vowel: Prefix ts- 

Else: Prefix tsɯ- 

Place of (e.g. wine → winery) = Prefix æ- 



Diminutive = Prefix a- 

Augmentative = Prefix a- 

Ônkhemish - English Dictionary 
Key: spelling /pronunciation/ part of speech. definition(s) 

adj. adjective | adv. adverb | art. article | conj. conjunction | det. determiner | interj. 
interjection | n. noun | num. numeral | prep. preposition | pron. pronoun | v. verb 

·         a /a/ conj. that 
·         æl /æɬ/ n. conviction 
·         æu /æˈu/ v. sneeze 
·         aksim /akˈsim/ v. reflect 
·         anosh /aˈnoʃ/ n. crown 
·         atyæsh /aˈtjæʃ/ n. puppy 
·         e /e/ n. office 
·         emomso /eˈmomso/ n. ray, radius 
·         eytæn /ejˈtæn/ adj. cool (fashionable), casual 
·         ikh /ix/ v. freeze 
·         ikshî /ikˈʃɵ/ n. action 
·         im /im/ n. world 
·         înæl /ɵˈnæɬ/ v. drown, suffocate 
·         îng /ɵᵑg/ n. axe 
·         inông /iˈnɒŋ/ n. thought 
·         ipôm /iˈpɒm/ adv. somewhere 
·         ishush /iˈʃuʃ/ n. defense 
·         iukh /iˈux/ n. movement, motion 
·         ka /ka/ prep. of 
·         kam /kam/ n. night 
·         ke /ke/ adv. how 
·         kha /xa/ n. god 
·         khand /xaⁿd/ n. map 
·         khemb /xeᵐb/ n. theater, arena 



·         khî /xɵ/ det. every, each 
·         khôkang /xɒˈkaŋ/ v. regret, lament 
·         khôn /xɒn/ v. print 
·         khǔ /xɯ/ adv. back 
·         khǔl /xɯɬ/ n. lens 
·         khung /xuᵑg/ n. frame 
·         ki /ki/ interj. okay 
·         kîmb /kɵᵐb/ n. property 
·         kiwa /kiˈwa/ n. tin 
·         knang /knaᵑg/ n. jaw 
·         knind /kniⁿd/ adj. stubborn 
·         knu /knu/ v. would 
·         knǔmb /knɯᵐb/ n. horse 
·         knǔt /knɯt/ n. copper, bronze 
·         kôkh /kɒx/ n. shore, beach 
·         kombû /koˈᵐbʉ/ n. mint 
·         konguf /koˈᵑguf/ adj. industrial 
·         koyæwo /koˈjæwo/ adj. cultural 
·         kshi /kʃi/ n. sky, darling 
·         kshô /kʃɒ/ adj. right, correct, valid, moral, appropriate 
·         kshǔkh /kʃɯx/ adv. tomorrow 
·         kû /kʉ/ n. school 
·         kûkhkôpô /kʉxˈkɒpɒ/ adj. wide, broad 
·         kumʻo /kumˈʔo/ v. change, vary 
·         kǔnkhî /kɯnˈxɵ/ n. spoon 
·         kyakh /kjax/ n. file, folder 
·         kyeng /kjeŋ/ v. miss (long for) 
·         kyo /kjo/ n. list, menu 
·         kyôskha /kjɒsˈxa/ n. support 
·         kyǔm /kjɯm/ n. ear 
·         læl /ɬæɬ/ adj. silent 
·         lasi /ɬaˈsi/ adj. wrong 
·         lem /ɬem/ v. win 
·         liyya /ɬiˈjja/ n. forefather 



·         lômb /ɬɒᵐb/ n. fan (enthusiast) 
·         lopyen /ɬoˈpjen/ v. complicate 
·         luksi /ɬukˈsi/ v. lay, fuck 
·         lǔng /ɬɯŋ/ prep. by (agent performing an action), by (using the means of) 
·         mæng /mæŋ/ n. sponge 
·         mamb /maᵐb/ v. live, survive 
·         mash /maʃ/ n. poem, lyrics 
·         mbæ /ᵐbæ/ adj. big, large, huge 
·         mbakæ /ᵐbaˈkæ/ adj. crazy, insane 
·         mbe /ᵐbe/ n. research 
·         mbiytûng /ᵐbijˈtʉŋ/ n. vision 
·         mbotwǔ /ᵐboˈtwɯ/ n. year 
·         mbun /ᵐbun/ n. neck, throat 
·         mbût /ᵐbʉt/ v. face 
·         mîm /mɵm/ n. interest 
·         mise /miˈse/ v. rate 
·         mofyi /moˈfji/ n. skull 
·         mokfe /mokˈfe/ v. catch 
·         mômkǔ /mɒmˈkɯ/ n. expression 
·         môskho /mɒsˈxo/ adj. bad 
·         mukhka /muxˈka/ v. masturbate 
·         mumbe /muˈᵐbe/ n. pig 
·         mǔnga /mɯˈᵑga/ adj. close, dense, accurate 
·         muwoksang /muˈwoksaᵑg/ n. record 
·         nækh /næx/ n. grace 
·         nanful /nanˈfuɬ/ n. carcass 
·         ndæsh /ⁿdæʃ/ n. brass 
·         ndang /ⁿdaŋ/ prep. like 
·         ndasî /ⁿdaˈsɵ/ adv. anyway 
·         ndeyyi /ⁿdeˈjji/ n. throne 
·         ndish /ⁿdiʃ/ v. meet, encounter 
·         ndôkh /ⁿdɒx/ v. trick, deceive, distort, bluff 
·         ndûkh /ⁿdʉx/ n. acid 
·         ndungfô /ⁿduŋˈfɒ/ n. path, track 



·         nduyyûn /ⁿduˈjjʉn/ n. mass 
·         ngæ /ŋæ/ n. flame 
·         ngæpu /ᵑgæˈpu/ n. anxiety 
·         ngaskhǔynît /ŋasˈxɯjnɵt/ v. vomit 
·         nget /ŋet/ v. report, disclose 
·         ngîfaf /ᵑgɵˈfaf/ n. bulb 
·         ngînd /ŋɵⁿd/ n. kettle 
·         ngo /ŋo/ adj. even, parallel 
·         ngol /ŋoɬ/ n. chest 
·         ngôn /ŋɒn/ n. tax, tariff 
·         ngosmôsh /ŋosˈmɒʃ/ n. coast 
·         ngôyǔn /ŋɒˈjɯn/ n. dictionary 
·         ngûfnæ /ŋʉfˈnæ/ n. bird 
·         ngûlungmô /ŋʉˈɬuŋmɒ/ num. second 
·         ngǔnæ /ŋɯˈnæ/ n. bug 
·         ngusfo /ᵑgusˈfo/ v. drag, pull 
·         nif /nif/ n. plague 
·         ning /niŋ/ n. place, location, venue 
·         nô /nɒ/ n. activity 
·         nonmôsh /nonˈmɒʃ/ n. plane 
·         num /num/ adj. cold, crisp 
·         nut /nut/ adv. together 
·         ôikh /ɒˈix/ n. frost 
·         ômash /ɒˈmaʃ/ n. reservation 
·         ông /ɒᵑg/ n. insect 
·         ôpyof /ɒˈpjof/ n. building 
·         ôtyend /ɒˈtjeⁿd/ n. abuse 
·         pa /pa/ adj. fat, big, broad 
·         pæku /pæˈku/ n. event, incident 
·         pang /paŋ/ n. sun, light 
·         pengôm /peˈŋɒm/ n. jewel, gem, prism 
·         pîʻmæsh /pɵʔˈmæʃ/ n. weapon 
·         pîmba /pɵˈᵐba/ v. request, appeal 
·         pinôfkûf /piˈnɒfkʉf/ n. happiness 



·         pishowmǔng /piˈʃowmɯᵑg/ n. perfection 
·         pof /pof/ v. mention 
·         pong /poŋ/ n. clay 
·         pôsh /pɒʃ/ v. like, enjoy 
·         pǔ /pɯ/ n. man 
·         pûkyi /pʉˈkji/ adj. golden 
·         pûndosh /pʉˈⁿdoʃ/ adj. dirty 
·         pûshufwôf /pʉˈʃufwɒf/ adj. skilled 
·         pûtsǔfi /pʉtˈsɯfi/ adj. distant 
·         pyækh /pjæx/ n. tooth, tusk 
·         pyat khût /pjat xʉt/ n. earthquake 
·         pyînma /pjɵnˈma/ v. finish, expire, close, shut 
·         pyopko /pjopˈko/ v. press, squeeze, clutch 
·         pyûm kûm /pjʉm kʉm/ n. lipstick 
·         pyûtû /pjʉˈtʉ/ n. holiday, vacation 
·         sæyǔ /sæˈjɯ/ v. arrest, detain 
·         se /se/ det. your 
·         shæm /ʃæm/ n. neighbor 
·         shang /ʃaᵑg/ det. their 
·         sheng /ʃeŋ/ adv. that 
·         shînd /ʃɵⁿd/ n. door, gate, port 
·         shnayî /ʃnaˈjɵ/ v. burn, cook (heat food) 
·         shnokho /ʃnoˈxo/ v. measure 
·         shnûkh /ʃnʉx/ v. enjoy 
·         shnusin /ʃnuˈsin/ n. baby 
·         shôkh /ʃɒx/ n. pain, wound 
·         shôsa /ʃɒˈsa/ v. grow up 
·         shû /ʃʉ/ n. lot 
·         shun /ʃun/ n. egg 
·         shǔpkǔ kǔnkhî /ʃɯpˈkɯ kɯnˈxɵ/ n. fork 
·         sîkh /sɵx/ n. button 
·         snæm /snæm/ adj. neat 
·         sne /sne/ n. century 
·         snim /snim/ v. roll, revolve, rotate, spin 



·         snôʻa /snɒˈʔa/ adv. sometimes 
·         snǔfwe /snɯˈfwe/ adj. safe 
·         snush /snuʃ/ v. mix, blend, combine 
·         som /som/ v. be (temporary state), be (located) 
·         sôngûkǔ /sɒˈŋʉkɯ/ v. weigh 
·         sû /sʉ/ num. first 
·         sung /suᵑg/ v. reveal, disclose, confess 
·         sǔya /sɯˈja/ v. frown 
·         tsakhwî /tsaˈxwɵ/ n. eye, eyeball 
·         tsang /tsaŋ/ v. desire 
·         tsesfîkh /tsesˈfɵx/ v. lift, boost 
·         tso /tso/ pron. he, him, his, it, its 
·         tsôsh /tsɒʃ/ n. capital 
·         tsǔkhilǔ /tsɯˈxiɬɯ/ n. editor 
·         tsǔkyatu kshô /tsɯˈkjatu kʃɒ/ n. copyright 
·         tsǔmækh /tsɯˈmæx/ n. tourist 
·         tsund /tsuⁿd/ num. ten 
·         tsǔnûng /tsɯˈnʉᵑg/ n. drain 
·         tsǔshnond /tsɯʃˈnoⁿd/ n. driver 
·         tyæ /tjæ/ n. head 
·         tyæsh /tjæʃ/ n. dog 
·         tyan /tjan/ v. doubt 
·         tyeshnu /tjeʃˈnu/ adj. sure 
·         tyo /tjo/ det. all 
·         tyongmæ /tjoŋˈmæ/ n. band 
·         tyumb /tjuᵐb/ adv. just, hardly 
·         tyûshna /tjʉʃˈna/ pron. anybody 
·         ufwǔ /uˈfwɯ/ pron. anyone 
·         ûko /ʉˈko/ n. column 
·         ulînul /uˈɬɵnuɬ/ adj. able, capable 
·         ǔn /ɯn/ adj. firm, rigid 
·         ûnô /ʉˈnɒ/ n. bit 
·         uskhet /usˈxet/ n. mess, rubble, debris 
·         ûtu /ʉˈtu/ num. three 



·         uyîpyînma /uˈjɵpjɵnˌma/ adv. finally 
·         wænd /wæⁿd/ n. knee 
·         wamwam /waˈmwam/ v. control 
·         watsha /watˈʃa/ v. improve, refine, amend 
·         wemb /weᵐb/ n. rank (position), hierarchy 
·         wîl /wɵɬ/ det. both 
·         wîshnamb /wɵʃˈnaᵐb/ n. guy 
·         wol /woɬ/ adj. ready, ripe 
·         wôt /wɒt/ n. brain 
·         wul /wuɬ/ pron. everyone 
·         wǔn /wɯn/ n. fort, castle 
·         wǔt /wɯt/ v. swim 
·         yæm /jæm/ n. effort 
·         yam /jam/ n. stream, creek 
·         yet /jet/ n. picture 
·         yîng /jɵᵑg/ n. tongue, dialect, voice 
·         yôkh /jɒx/ n. cat 
·         yǔ /jɯ/ prep. for (the purpose of) 
·         yun /jun/ adv. often 
·         yûtôl /jʉˈtɒɬ/ v. analyze, inspect 

  

 


