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The content and information within this social media pack is designed to support the upcoming
publication of the Sixth Edition of the Global Coral Reef Monitoring Network (GCRMN) Status of

Coral Reefs of the World report and amplification of its key findings.
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The report is under strict embargo until Monday 5th October, 2021 at 00:01 GMT.
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Assets, documents and social media posts related to the report should not be shared publicly

until the embargo lifts.
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The web address for the report and Press Release will be added to this pack shortly before

release.
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The principal outputs of the GCRMN have been periodic global and

regional assessments of the status and trends of coral reef
ecosystems. However, the last report was released in 2008 creating a

significant gap in contemporary understanding of global status and trends in coral reefs.


https://www.gcrmn.net/resource/status-coral-reefs-world-2008/
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The GCRMN is releasing its sixth edition of its flagship product: The Status of Coral Reefs of the
World during a virtual launch event on Monday 05th October 2021, 12:30 - 13:45 CEST.
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The release coincides with key upcoming biodiversity and climate change meetings, namely the
15th meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the UN Convention on Biological Diversity
(CBD COP15) and the UN Climate Change Conference (COP26), to provide decision makers with

the best available scientific information on the status and trends of coral reef ecosystems for

their conservation and management.
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The report demonstrates that key indicators of coral reef health and condition that are
recommended by ICRI for inclusion in the new Post-2020 Global Biodiversity Framework are
feasible and provide really important information for decision making.
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The Status of the World Coral Reefs 2020 report:
o E13FLIKHIEHI

Is the first in 13 years
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Examines the status of the world's coral reefs over the last 40 years
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https://www.icriforum.org/events/gcrmn-2020-report-launch/

e Represents the work of more than 300 scientists from the global scientific community
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e |sfounded on a global dataset comprised of almost 2 million observations
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e From more than 12,000 sites
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® Across 10 GCRMN regions
WMEREELER:

Key Report Findings:
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Around 14% of coral reefs died in a nine-year period between 2009 and 2018 and in the
last 10 years, algae on reefs has increased by about 20% - a clear sign of reef stress and

decline.
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Coral reefs across the world are under relentless stress from warming and acidification

caused by climate change.
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Although the rate and extent of coral decline is severe, there are signs that some coral
reefs can recover if left undisturbed. Immediate and drastic action to reduce CO2

emissions will help more coral to recover and survive into the future.
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e During the last decade, the interval between mass coral bleaching events has been
insufficient to allow coral reefs to recover, although some recovery was observed in 2019

with the world’s coral reefs regaining 2% of the coral cover that was previously lost.
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#IUCNcongress - #COP15 - #Post2020 - #COP26 - #TogetherForOurPlanet -
#Biodiversity - #0ceanClimateAction - #ClimateReport - #OceanDecade - #OceanScience -

#GenerationRestoration - #Agenda2030 - #SDG14 - #ListenToTheOcean
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(= B MR RE B LB 42 (ICRI): @ICRI_Coral_Reef [LINK]
www.icriforum.org

International Coral Reef Initiative (ICRI): @ICRI_Coral_Reef [LINK]
www.icriforum.org
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Australian Institute of Marine Science: @aims_gov_au [LINK]
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Partner Organizations:
KEHEB ¥ AEEIER: @gbrmarinepark [LINK]
https://www.gbrmpa.gov.au
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The report is published online here: https://bit.ly/GCRMN-2020-report
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The social posts are available in English, French, Spanish, Chinese and Arabic.
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“ We kno that will help us to protect the
corals tigate the threats hanging over
them and, by developing scientific research, to gain a better
understanding of how we can save them.

Albert Il, Prince of Monaco
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UNEP has created a dynamic data visualization that distills the report findings for non-scientists in all UN

languages, plus Portuguese, Bahasa Indonesia and Swahili with an aim to: generating increased media

coverage in regions; getting coverage in more mainstream media outlets; and wider interest from the
public.
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