
 

 
7.10 - Internet Acceptable Use 
Instruction​
Barrington 220 provides electronic networks, including the Internet, in the district's 
instructional program in order to promote educational excellence by facilitating resource 
sharing, innovation, and communication.​
 ​
The district is not responsible for any information that may be lost, damaged, or unavailable 
when using the network, or for any information that is retrieved via the Internet. Furthermore, 
the district will not be responsible for any unauthorized charges or fees resulting from access 
to the Internet.​
 ​
Curriculum and Appropriate Online Behavior​
The use of the district’s electronic networks shall (1) be consistent with the curriculum adopted 
by the district as well as the varied instructional needs, learning styles, abilities, and 
developmental levels of the students, and (2) comply with the selection criteria for 
instructional materials and library-media center materials. As required by federal law and 
Board Policy 6:60, Curriculum Content, students will learn about appropriate online behavior, 
including but not limited to: (1) interacting with other individuals on social networking 
websites and in chat rooms, and (2) cyber-bullying awareness and response. Teachers may, 
consistent with the district’s implementation plan, use the Internet throughout the curriculum. 
The district’s electronic network is part of the curriculum and is not a public forum for general 
use.​
 ​
Acceptable Use​
All use of the district's electronic network must be (1) in support of education and/or research, 
and be in furtherance of the district’s stated goals, or (2) for a legitimate school-related 
business purpose. Use is a privilege, not a right. General rules for behavior and 
communications apply when using electronic networks. Electronic communications and 
downloaded material, including files deleted from a user's account but not erased, may be 
monitored or read by school officials. 

 
Cross Reference: 
Barrington 220 Policy 6:235, Access to Electronic Networks  
 
 
 

 



7.20 - Guidelines for Student Distribution of Non-School Publications 
A student or group of students seeking to distribute more than 10 copies of the same material 
on one or more days to students must comply with the following guidelines: 

1.​ The student(s) must notify the Building Principal of the intent to distribute, in writing, at 
least 24 hours before distributing the material.  No prior approval of the material is 
required. 

2.​ The material may be distributed at times and locations selected by the Building 
Principal, e.g., before the beginning or ending of classes at a central location inside the 
building. 

3.​ The Building Principal may impose additional requirements whenever necessary to 
prevent disruption, congestion, or the perception that the material is school-endorsed. 

4.​ Distribution must be done in an orderly and peaceful manner, and may not be 
coercive. 

5.​ The distribution must be conducted in a manner that does not cause additional work 
for school personnel.  Students who distribute material are responsible for cleaning up 
any materials left on school grounds. 

6.​ Students must not distribute material that: 
●​ Will cause a material and substantial disruption of the proper and orderly 

operation and discipline of the school or school activities; 
●​ Violates the rights of others, including but not limited to, material that is 

libelous, slanderous or obscene, invades the privacy of others, or infringes on a 
copyright; 

●​ Is socially inappropriate or inappropriate due to the students’ maturity level, 
including but not limited to, material that is obscene, pornographic, or 
pervasively lewd and vulgar, contains indecent and vulgar language, or sexting 
as defined by School Board policy and Student Handbook; 

●​ Is reasonably viewed as promoting illegal drug use; 
●​ Is distributed in kindergarten through eighth grade and is primarily prepared by 

non-students, unless it is being used for school purposes. However, material 
from outside sources or the citation to such sources may be allowed, as long as 
the material to be distributed or accessed is primarily prepared by students; or 

●​ Incites students to violate any Board policy. 
7.​ A student may use the School District’s Uniform Grievance Procedure to resolve a 

complaint. 
8.​ Whenever these guidelines require written notification, the appropriate administrator 

may assist the student in preparing such notification. 

 

A student or group of students seeking to distribute 10 or fewer copies of the same publication 
on one or more days to students must distribute such material at times and places and in a 
manner that will not cause substantial disruption of the proper and orderly operation and 
discipline of the school or school activities and in compliance with paragraphs 4, 5, 6, and 7. 

 
Cross Reference:​
Barrington 220 Policy 7:310, Restrictions on Publications, Elementary Schools 
Barrington 220 Policy 7:315, Restriction on Publications, High School 
 
 



7.25 - Guidelines for School-Sponsored Publications, Productions and 
Websites [High School] 

School-sponsored publications, productions and websites are governed by the Speech Rights 
of Student Journalists Act, school board policies and the student/parent handbook. Except as 
provided below, a student journalist has the right to exercise freedom of speech and of the 
press in school-sponsored media, including the right to determine the news, opinion, feature, 
and advertising content of school-sponsored media. 

Student journalists are prohibited from using school sponsored media in a way that: 

1.​ Is libelous, slanderous, or obscene; 
2.​ Constitutes an unwanted invasion of privacy; 
3.​ Violates Federal or State law, including the constitutional rights of third parties; or 
4.​ Incites students to (a) commit an unlawful act; (b) violate any school district policy or 

student handbook procedure; or (c) materially and substantially disrupt the orderly 
operations of the school. 

All school-sponsored media shall comply with the ethics and rules of responsible journalism. 
Text that fits into numbers one through four above will not be tolerated and school officials 
and student media advisers may edit or delete such material. 

The author’s name will accompany personal opinions and editorial statements. An opportunity 
for the expression of differing opinions from those published/produced will be provided 
within the same media. 

No expression made by students in the exercise of freedom of speech or freedom of the press 
under this policy shall be deemed to be an expression of the school, school district or an 
expression of school board policy. 

 
Cross Reference: 
Barrington 220 Policy 7:315 Restrictions on Publications; High Schools 

 
7.27- Access to Non-School-Sponsored Publications  

Non-School Sponsored Publications Accessed or Distributed On Campus  
Creating, distributing, and/or accessing non-school sponsored publications shall occur at a 
time and place and in a manner that will not cause disruption, be coercive, or result in the 
perception that the distribution or the publication is endorsed by the School District. 

 
Students are prohibited from creating, distributing, and/or accessing at school any publication 
that: 

1.​ Will cause a material and substantial disruption of the proper and orderly operation 
and discipline of the school or school activities; 

2.​ Violates the rights of others, including but not limited to material that is libelous, 
slanderous or obscene, invades the privacy of others, or infringes on a copyright; 

3.​ Is socially inappropriate or inappropriate due to maturity level of the students, 
including but not limited to material that is obscene, pornographic, or pervasively lewd 
and vulgar, contains indecent and vulgar language, or sexting as defined by School 
Board policy and the Student Handbook; 

4.​ Is reasonably viewed as promoting illegal drug use; 



5.​ Is distributed in kindergarten through eighth grade and is primarily prepared by 
non-students, unless it is being used for school purposes. However, material from 
outside sources or the citation to such sources may be allowed, as long as the material 
to be distributed or accessed is primarily prepared by students[1]; or 

6.​ Incites students to violate any Board policies. 

Accessing or distributing on-campus includes accessing or distributing on school property or 
at school-related activities. A student engages in gross disobedience and misconduct and may 
be disciplined for: (1) accessing or distributing forbidden material, or (2) for writing, creating, 
or publishing such material intending for it to be accessed or distributed at school. 

Non-School Sponsored Publications Accessed or Distributed Off-Campus 
A student engages in gross disobedience and misconduct and may be disciplined for creating 
and/or distributing a publication that: (1) causes a substantial disruption or a foreseeable risk 
of a substantial disruption to school operations, or (2) interferes with the rights of other 
students or staff members. 

 

[1] This sentence only applies to K-8 student handbooks  

Cross Reference: 

Barrington Policy 7:315 Restrictions on Publications; High Schools 

 

7.40 - Annual Notice to Parents about Educational Technology Vendors 
Under the Student Online Personal Protection Act  
School districts throughout the State of Illinois contract with different educational technology 
vendors for beneficial K-12 purposes such as providing personalized learning and innovative 
educational technologies, and increasing efficiency in school operations. 

Under Illinois’ Student Online Personal Protection Act, or SOPPA (105 ILCS 85/), educational 
technology vendors and other entities that operate Internet websites, online services, online 
applications, or mobile applications that are designed, marketed, and primarily used for K-12 
school purposes are referred to in SOPPA as operators. SOPPA is intended to ensure that 
student data collected by operators is protected, and it requires those vendors, as well as 
school districts and the Ill. State Board of Education, to take a number of actions to protect 
online student data. 

Depending upon the particular educational technology being used, our District may need to 
collect different types of student data, which is then shared with educational technology 
vendors through their online sites, services, and/or applications. Under SOPPA, educational 
technology vendors are prohibited from selling or renting a student’s information or from 
engaging in targeted advertising using a student’s information. Such vendors may only disclose 
student data for K-12 school purposes and other limited purposes permitted under the law. 

In general terms, the types of student data that may be collected and shared include 
personally identifiable information (PII) about students or information that can be linked to PII 
about students, such as: 

●​ Basic identifying information, including student or parent/guardian name and 
student or parent/guardian contact information, username/password, student 
ID number 

●​ Demographic information 



●​ Enrollment information 
●​ Assessment data, grades, and transcripts 
●​ Attendance and class schedule 
●​ Academic/extracurricular activities 
●​ Special indicators (e.g., disability information, English language learner, 

free/reduced meals or homeless/foster care status) 
●​ Conduct/behavioral data 
●​ Health information 
●​ Food purchases 
●​ Transportation information 
●​ In-application performance data 
●​ Student-generated work 
●​ Online communications 
●​ Application metadata and application use statistics 
●​ Permanent and temporary school student record information 

Operators may collect and use student data only for K-12 purposes, which are purposes that 
aid in the administration of school activities, such as:  

●​ Instruction in the classroom or at home (including remote learning) 
●​ Administrative activities 
●​ Collaboration between students, school personnel, and/or parents/guardians 
●​ Other activities that are for the use and benefit of the school district 

 
7.50 - Use of Artificial Intelligence 
“Artificial intelligence” or “AI” is intelligence demonstrated by computers, as opposed to 
human intelligence. "Intelligence" encompasses the ability to learn, reason, generalize, and 
infer meaning.  Examples of AI technology include ChatGPT and other chatbots and large 
language models. 
 
AI is not a substitute for schoolwork that requires original thought.  Students may not claim AI 
generated content as their own work. The use of AI to take tests, complete assignments, create 
multimedia projects, write papers, or complete schoolwork without permission of a teacher or 
administrator is strictly prohibited.  The use of AI for these purposes constitutes cheating or 
plagiarism.  
 
In certain situations, AI may be used as a learning tool or a study aid.  Students who wish to 
use AI for legitimate educational purposes must have permission from a teacher or an 
administrator.  Students may use AI as authorized in their Individualized Education Program 
(IEP). 
 
Students may not use AI, including AI image or voice generator technology, to violate school 
rules or school district policies. 
 
In order to ensure academic integrity, tests, assignments, projects, papers, and other 
schoolwork may be checked by AI content detectors and/or plagiarism recognition software. 
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