The Dawes Act, 1887: The 1890 census recorded an Indian population of less than 225,000, and
falling. The prevailing view among whites was that Indians should be absorbed as rapidly as possible into
the dominant society: their reservations broken up, tribal authority abolished, traditional religions and
languages eradicated. Late 19th century federal policy embodied this attitude. In 1871 Congress declared
that tribes were no longer separate, independent governments. It placed tribes under the guardianship of
the federal government. The 1887 Dawes Act reversed the long-standing American policy of allowing
Indian tribes to maintain their traditional practice of communal use and control of their lands. Instead,
the Dawes Act gave the president the power to divide Indian reservations into individual, privately owned
plots. The act dictated that men with families would receive 160 acres, single adult men were given 80
acres, and boys received 40 acres. Women received no land. Only Native Americans who accepted an
individual plot of land could become citizens. The Dawes Act was supposed to encourage Indians to
become farmers and to discourage the continuance of traditional ways of Indian life and communal living.
But most of the allotted lands proved unsuitable for farming, owing to a lack of sufficient rainfall. The
plots were also too small to support livestock.

The act provided that the remainder of the reservation properties would be opened for sale to whites.
Consequently, Indians eventually lost 86 million acres of land, or 62 percent of their total pre-1887

holdings. Altogether, the severalty policy reduced Indian-owned lands from 155 million acres in 1881 to 77
million in 1900 and just 48 million acres in 1934.

INDIAN LAND FOR SALE
GET A HOME SRS PERFECT TITLE
OF

YOUR OWN POSSESSION
WITHIN
THIRTY  DAYS

EASY PAYMENTS é

FINE LANDS IN THE WEST

IRRIGATED GRAZING AGRICULTURAL

IRRIGABLE DRY FARMING
i 1910 THE DepARTMENT OF THE INTERiOR Souo Uwoer Seacen Bios ALLoTTen Inoian Lawp as FoLLows:
Location. Acres. [‘V::S:“::lﬂ Location. Aeres. Average Price
Colorado 5,211.21 " $7.27 | Oklahoma 34,664.00 | $19.14
Idaho .. 17,013.00 | 24.85 || Oregon 1,020.00 | 15.43
Kansas 1,684.50 | 33.45 || South Dakota 120,445.00 | 16.53
Montana 11,034.00 9.86 | Washington 4,879.00 | 41.37
Nebraska 5,641.00 | 36.65 | Wisconsin 1,069.00 | 17.00
North Dakota 22,610.70 9.93 | Wyoming 865.00 | 20.64

FOR THE YEAR 1911 IT IS ESTIMATED THAT 350,000 ACRES WILL BE OFFERED FOR SALE

For information as to the character of the land write for booklet, '‘INDIAN LANDS FOR SALE,” to the
Superintendent U. S. Indian School at any one of the following places:

CALIFORNIA:
oopa.
COLORADO:

MINNESOTA:
Onigum.

NORTH DAKOTA:
Fort Totten.

OELAHOMA —Con.

Sac and Fox Agency.

SOUTH DAKOTA:

Cheyenne Agency.

WASHINGTON:
Fort Simcoe.

Fort Tates. Shawnee.
Igmacis. NONTANA: OKLAHOMA: Wrandotte, EIW Cmt- ;mﬂn"'-
IDAHO: Crow Ageacy. Anadarko. OREGON: Pheasdybdons] Tulalip.
Lapwai. HEBRASHA: Cantonmeat. Elamath Agency. Lower Erule.
EANSAS: Macy. Loloay. Perdleton. Pine Ridge. WISCONSIN:
Horton, Santes. Darlingtoa. Roseburg. Rosebud, Oneida.

Nadean,

Wmel;qo.

WALTER L. FISHER,

Secretary of the Interior.

Muskogee, w we
Pawnes.

Siletr.

Sisseton.

ROBERT G. VALENTINE,

Commissioner of Indian Affairs,
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