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Frances Kunreuther
Co-Executive Director

Frances Kunreuther co-directs the Building Movement Project, strengthening U.S. nonprofits as
sites of civic engagement and social change. She is co-author of two books, From the Ground
Up: Grassroots Organizations Making Social Change (Cornell, 2006) and Working Across
Generations: Defining the Future of Nonprofit Leadership (Jossey Bass, 2009). Frances was a
senior fellow at the Hauser Center for Nonprofit Organizations at Harvard University for five
years and is currently affiliated with the Research Center for Leadership and Action at NYU
where she also teaches. In the 1990s, Frances headed the Hetrick-Martin Institute for LBGT
youth and was awarded an Annie E. Casey Foundation Fellowship for her work with homeless
youth and families, undocumented immigrants, crime victims, battered women, and substance
users. She writes and presents frequently on issues related to nonprofits, leadership, and social
change.
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Deepa lyer
Senior Director, Strategic Initiatives

Over the course of two decades supporting social movements, Deepa has played many roles:
weaver, frontline responder, storyteller, and guide. Her political and community homes include
Asian American, South Asian, Muslim, and Arab ecosystems where she spent fifteen years in
policy advocacy and coalition building in the wake of the September 11th attacks and ensuing
backlash.

Deepa leads projects on solidarity and social movements at the Building Movement Project, a
national nonprofit organization that catalyzes social change through research, relationships, and
resources. She conducts trainings, uplifts narratives through the Solidarity Is This podcast, and
facilitates solidarity strategy for cohorts and networks. Previously, she served as executive
director of South Asian Americans Leading Together (SAALT) for a decade, and also held
positions at Race Forward, the US Department of Justice’s Civil Rights Division, the Asian Pacific
American Legal Resource Center, and the Asian American Justice Center.



Deepa’s first book, We Too Sing America: South Asian, Arab, Muslim, and Sikh Immigrants Shape
Our Multiracial Future (The New Press, 2015), chronicles community-based histories in the wake
of 9/11 and received a 2016 American Book Award. Deepa’s second book, a guide based on the
social change ecosystem map, is available in late 2022 (Social Change Now: A Guide for
Reflection and Connection is available here).

Deepa serves on the advisory council of the Emergent Fund. She has been an adjunct professor
at the University of Maryland in the Asian American Studies and Public Policy programs.

Deepa is an immigrant who moved to Kentucky from Kerala (India) when she was twelve years
old. She graduated from the University of Notre Dame Law School and Vanderbilt University.



