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Bamidbar (Numbers) 1:1-2  

ר 'ה' ויַדְַבֵּ֨          ב�        ב�      ב�           ב�         
יםִ ר׃ מִצְרַ֖ ֹֽ ת אֶת־ראֹשׁ֙ שְׂא֗וּ לֵאמ ל כָּל־עֲדַ֣ ם בְּנֵיֽ־ישְִׂרָאֵ֔ ית לְמִשְׁפְּחתָֹ֖ ם לְבֵ֣ ר אֲבתָֹ֑ ר שֵׁמ֔וֹת בְּמִסְפַּ֣  כָּל־זָכָ֖

 לְגֻלְגְּלֹתָֽם׃
 

On the first day of the second month, in the second year following the exodus from the land of Egypt, 
Adonai spoke to Moses in the wilderness of Sinai, in the Tent of Meeting, saying: Take a census of the 
whole Israelite community by the clans of its ancestral houses, listing the names, every male, head by 
head. 

 
“In any census, count or roll-call there is a tendency to focus on the total - the crowd, the 

multitude, the mass. Here is a nation of sixty million people, or a company with one hundred 
thousand employees, or a sports crowd of sixty thousand. Any total tends to value the group or 
nation as a whole. The larger the total, the stronger the army, the more popular the team, and 

the more successful the company.”  (Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks z”l)  1

 

 ר׳׳לי"רש"י
'.וידבר. '.     ו מ�ן ם �ה א�  ה ל �      פְלם ָּ ֶׁנ ן, וּכְש
,הַנּוֹתָרִים, מִניְןַ לֵידַע מְנאָָן בָּעֵגֶל  כ�      ש�    ָ חֶ אְ ָ,ּ ב יס ְַנִ קּ ַּמִׁשְּכָהו ָה חֶ אְ בּ ִיָּ אְ

:מְנאָָם:
Rashi on Numbers 1:1:1 

וגו׳ לחדש באחד … סיני במדבר וידבר…  AND [THE LORD] SPOKE [UNTO MOSES] IN THE DESERT OF SINAI 
… ON THE FIRST DAY OF THE [SECOND] MONTH  etc. — Because they were dear to God, God counts 
them every hour: when they went forth from Egypt God counted them (Exodus 12:37), when many of 
them fell in consequence of their having worshiped the golden calf God counted them to ascertain the 
number of those left (cf. Rashi Exodus 30:16); when God was about to make Her Shechinah dwell 
amongst them (i. e. when God commanded them to make a Tabernacle), God again counted them. 

 
 “A significance of one remarkable feature of Judaism: its principled insistence – like no 
other civilization before – on the dignity and integrity of the individual. We believe that 
every human being was created in the image and likeness of God. The Sages said that 

every life is like an entire universe. Maimonides wrote that each of us should see 
ourselves as if our next act could change the fate of the world. Every dissenting view is 

carefully recorded in the Mishnah, even if the law is otherwise. Every verse of the Torah is 
capable, said the Sages, of seventy interpretations. No voice, no view, is silenced. 

Judaism never allows us to lose our individuality in the mass.” (RLJS z”l) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Berakhot (Babylonian Talmud) 58a 

1 https://mailchi.mp/rabbisacks/bamidbar-245284?e=11f1313978  

https://www.sefaria.org/Rashi_on_Numbers.1.1.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Rashi_on_Numbers.1.1.1
https://mailchi.mp/rabbisacks/bamidbar-245284?e=11f1313978


 
Coming Back as One(s) 

Rabbi Schatz - Bamidbar 2023 - Seudah Shlishit 

:רַבָּנןַ: תָּנוּ      ֵ מֹ  ,או  ְ ״�   ״ ם     ן � הם � הה ,וְאֵה יֵ רְצוּפ ַּ פ
.לָזֶה. זֶה דּוֹמִים  ב�     ג�     ב�  ַ מָ , א  ְ ״�   ם  ְם �   א

.לְשַׁמְּשֵׁניִ״. אֵלּוּ
 

The Sages taught in a Tosefta: One who sees multitudes of Israel recites: Blessed…Who knows all 
secrets. Why is this? He sees a whole nation whose minds are unlike each other and whose faces are 
unlike each other, and God Who knows all secrets, God, knows what is in each of their hearts. The 
Gemara relates: Ben Zoma once saw a multitude [okhlosa] of Israel while standing on a stair on the 
Temple Mount. He immediately recited: Blessed…Who knows all secrets and Blessed…Who created 
all these to serve me. 

 
“God tells Moses to lift people’s heads by showing that they each count; they matter as 

individuals. Indeed in Jewish law a davar she-be-minyan, something that is counted, 
sold individually rather than by weight, is never nullified even in a mixture of a thousand 
or a million others.[6] In Judaism, taking a census must always be done in such a way as 

to signal that we are valued as individuals. We each have unique gifts. There is a 
contribution only I can bring. To lift someone’s head means to show them favour, to 

recognise them. It is a gesture of love.” (RLJS z”l) 
 

Bamidbar (Numbers) 6:24-26
'ה' יבְָרֶכְךָ֥   

ר 'ה' יאֵָ֨   פ�     
א 'ה' ישִָּׂ֨  פ�        ש�

May Adonai bless you and keep you 
May Adonai’s face shine to you and show you grace! 
May Adonai’s face lift to you and grant you peace 

 
“A Jewish leader has to respect individuals. They must “lift their heads.” If you seek to 
lead, however small or large the group you lead, you must always communicate the 

value you place on everyone. [...] 
It is hard to lead a nation of individuals, but this is the most challenging, empowering, 

inspiring leadership of all.” (RLJS z”l) 


