
Overview of 5-week Theme 
Housing (Theme 6) 

Adult ELL Pathway to Literacy 

 
Guiding principles for ESL Instruction 

●​ View learners holistically 
●​ View learning as a social activity 
●​ Start with oral learning 
●​ Teach thematically 
●​ Create a print-rich environment 
●​ Create a classroom routine 
●​ Make learning concrete 
●​ Respect learners’ knowledge while providing them with 

new understanding 
●​ Focus on learning outcomes 
●​ Provide explicit strategy instruction 
●​ Incorporate technology 
●​ Incorporate numeracy 

 
From Literacy Pittsburgh: 

●​ Focus on Communication & Acculturation 
●​ Start with 3 s’s = Small talk, Social etiquette, Situating 
●​ “teachers should devote less time to letter-naming and 

more to teaching learners the phonemes represented by 
each grapheme” (Pettit & Tarone, 2015) 
 

Key Instructional Techniques: 
●​ Recycling (frequent, repeated exposure to new 

vocabulary, structure, skills) 
●​ Spiraling (degree of skill and task complexity is 

increased over time within levels) 
●​ Scaffolding (support provided so that learners can 

experience success even at  
lowest levels) 

●​ Bringing the Outside In and Bringing the Inside Out 
●​ Providing Balanced Reading Instruction 

a.​ Top down - whole to part 
b.​ Bottom up - part to whole 

 
HOUSING Theme Bank 
HOUSING Lesson Plan Folder 
Scaffolded Reading Guide 
Phonics for 15-week Program Launch 
Learning Outcomes 
Phonics letters (lowercase, uppercase) 
HOUSING Student Practice Videos 
HOUSING Hand-outs & Classroom Activities 
Instructions for Printing Booklets 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1nkyeBpKCgLl9t_78sVhBs_C3z_ap9y5ACYHvdYEKKgo/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1anGnW6SxOGiTDAh-jMj8zR6vz96HpXtl?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1tEOh2oavRxIZWF9bfykJeHeGhduo2Kjvy2rzv1dtuME/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1K2f4Ewmea1yYMgfAkNJBqIwntgH0vxx1hwOkFuDROac/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1gHXL6swFTUIF5OUJetkwTByfDdJ9dp5vmAo06c2cg5Q/edit#heading=h.5e4kvz554fw8
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1o2vrgtSwWg3v7q8qsG48Pawc_sj0kT_V/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=106346376720822771343&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1FnSrem2ylqf2uoWiuqM1Igqu94RRJm5_/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=106346376720822771343&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1yPdkQlV-SYli2EXBKVxIr-1vAqJZWMo5xO4kxqtR5ls/edit?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1vpJMaH1xNm2FVHNSvwS7MP7Q3npRzjBs?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1zj8Vxp1hsSfD5em3bviQa0mTH9CWQzUY8bgYFo6QAzw/edit?usp=sharing


 
 
 
 
 

Housing Theme 
Week Topic in Theme Learning Outcomes Materials 

1 Kinds of 
Homes & 
Rooms in 
Homes 
 
 

Oral 
Learners will be able to understand, respond to, and use vocabulary (using 
TPR, pictures, and realia) related to rooms in the home, and can answer 
wh-questions about them. 
Reading: 
Learners will be able to follow along, repeat, recognize words/sentences, and 
answer yes/no and wh- questions of a text related to rooms in the home, 
using the scaffolded reading approach.   
 Phonics: 
Learners develop phonological awareness and sound/symbol correspondence 
within the theme of Housing by choosing 3-4 sounds from the following 
suggested order, all while letting the reading drive the phonics  
Level A: Vv, Ww  
Suggestions for Higher Levels: wh, wr-, open syllables u, i, 

a;  oo (food), ow(snow) 
Numeracy Slide Bank 

Housing Theme Bank 
 
Reading:  
An Apartment for Two Level A   
An Apartment for Two Level B/C  
An Apartment for Two Level D 
(Literacy MN) 
Printable Versions 
 
 
 
 
 

2  Household 
Items: Living 

Oral Housing Theme Bank 
Reading:  
A New Table Level A 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1rYXI84KYqFoBFPudGqXcXSmSb5_jRgPVUStMgeMGDZI/edit?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1nkyeBpKCgLl9t_78sVhBs_C3z_ap9y5ACYHvdYEKKgo/edit#slide=id.gcb2045d1dd_0_65
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1wRfNk0gFdOxp74EafxFU4yL4hKnihI6hNs62gqwIXFQ/edit#slide=id.g26cb5763682_0_23
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1TfthhAtMGT5x86mF2cpSCwGKm0AU201YiS6yYsPRRzk/edit#slide=id.g26cb5763682_0_28
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1DBRv3g9DwdIt31Q9vOuX4fj7fw2sGZs4FNfzeZjBXI8/edit#slide=id.gf2d1e7bf3d_0_13
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1PYNrw8OR-n4-wo_VhOS0nmfQUKpKUoUP?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1nkyeBpKCgLl9t_78sVhBs_C3z_ap9y5ACYHvdYEKKgo/edit#slide=id.gcb2045d1dd_0_65
https://docs.google.com/presentation/u/0/d/1mBBeAtBV2LA1NT5nNmQbo8RXGCXzfEMbaEDaJhQMlko/edit


Room, Dining 
Room, Kitchen 

Learners will be able to understand, respond to, and use vocabulary ( using 
TPR, pictures, and realia) related to household items, and can answer wh- 
questions about them.  
Reading   
.Learners will be able to follow along, repeat, recognize words/sentences, and 
answer yes/no and wh- questions of a text related to household items, using 
the scaffolded reading approach. 
 Phonics  
Learners develop phonological awareness and sound/symbol correspondence 
within the theme of Housing by choosing 3-4 sounds from the following 
suggested order, all while letting the reading drive the phonics  
Level A:  Yy, Zz 
Suggestions for Higher Levels: -zz, -y in 2 syllable word 

(happy), -y in one syllable word (my), ay (day), oy 

(boy), uy (buy) 

 Numeracy Slide Bank 

A New Table Level B/C  
A New Table Level D 
(Pathway to Literacy) 
Printable Versions 
 
 
 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1rYXI84KYqFoBFPudGqXcXSmSb5_jRgPVUStMgeMGDZI/edit?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1ebppAkHMiC2LFGHSnv_ZwhoZjnBLmXSWthLZun_K15A/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/u/0/d/1Kw9kFU6sBK9N0z990NKImFQlhZQ1WeDwoYLMTq9aWqg/edit
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1uxHWL2rFHpaU2V27WzMfQKTHIsQYRDCx?usp=drive_link


3 Household 
Items: 
Bedroom, 
Bathroom, 
Office 

 

Oral 
Learners will be able to understand, respond to, and use vocabulary ( using 
TPR, pictures, and realia) related to household items, and can answer wh- 
questions about them.  
Reading   
.Learners will be able to follow along, repeat, recognize words/sentences, and 
answer yes/no and wh- questions of a text related to household items, using 
the scaffolded reading approach. 
 Phonics  
Learners develop phonological awareness and sound/symbol correspondence 
within the theme of Housing by choosing 3-4 sounds from the following 
suggested order, all while letting the reading drive the phonics  
Level A:  Ck, Xx 
Suggestions for Higher Levels: x (fix), soft C, ea (bread)   

 Numeracy Slide Bank 

Housing Theme Bank 
Reading:  
Moving Level A 
Moving Level B/C 
Moving Level D  
(Pathway to Literacy) 
Printable Versions 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4  Problems at 
Home 

Oral 
Learners will be able to understand, respond to, and use vocabulary (using 
TPR, pictures, and realia) related to problems at home, and can answer 
wh-questions about them. 
Reading  
Learners will be able to follow along, repeat, recognize words/sentences, and 
answer yes/no and wh- questions of a text related to problems at home, 
using the scaffolded reading approach. 
 Phonics   
Learners develop phonological awareness and sound/symbol correspondence 
within the theme of Housing by choosing 3-4 sounds from the following 
suggested order, all while letting the reading drive the phonics  
Level A: Ch, Th 

Housing Theme Bank 
Reading: 
Leaky Water Pipe Level A 
Leaky Water Pipe Level B/C  
Leaky Water Pipe Level D 
(Pathway to Literacy) 
Printable Versions 
 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1rYXI84KYqFoBFPudGqXcXSmSb5_jRgPVUStMgeMGDZI/edit?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1nkyeBpKCgLl9t_78sVhBs_C3z_ap9y5ACYHvdYEKKgo/edit#slide=id.gcb2045d1dd_0_65
https://docs.google.com/presentation/u/0/d/1SwBcD_srR2EzhZ33iiVeUa3lpDS0m8RuTryHDqjA4Uo/edit
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1mQy0QCGPXLjaRRBmKjsuQ_g-4xQgBOh75N8MBdZYVes/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1SNYEOdnW1AhztFVx2yTTTJ3ziXnim02ClFHC1oXGtsY/edit#slide=id.g1035a786194_0_571
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1c5z_Q6ZeNcvT-UUTKu_CeMUL6nXxiqeu?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1nkyeBpKCgLl9t_78sVhBs_C3z_ap9y5ACYHvdYEKKgo/edit#slide=id.gcb2045d1dd_0_65
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1aAeEB0GmhJtHWfurGcz_Dy3bk0VutbgHkjOGVBm6CEs/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1wAAmull4JI90UGkyL35m3_B75zvFf6Wcrc-FLFUJ4bo/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1RmPOl0yN6TPjBl7-hI8aAo36h7pH7bySoD33xH5DVFU/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1LRIRrxMJTvfXELbagW88azuAXVFnKgBn?usp=drive_link


Suggestions for Higher Levels:  -old, -ost, soft g, oo 

(book) 
 Numeracy Slide Bank    

 5 
 

Our Stories 
 

Oral 
Learners will be able to understand, respond to, and use vocabulary (using 
TPR, pictures, and realia) related to problems at home, and can answer 
wh-questions about them. 
Reading 
Learners will be able to follow along, repeat, recognize words/sentences, and 
answer yes/no and wh- questions of a text related to problems at home, 
using the scaffolded reading approach. 
 Phonics 
Learners develop phonological awareness and sound/symbol correspondence 
within the theme of Housing by choosing 3-4 sounds from the following 
suggested order, all while letting the reading drive the phonics  
Level A: Qu, Wh  
Suggestions for Higher Levels: Review short vowels and 

long VC-e 
  Numeracy Slide Bank     

Housing Theme Bank 
 
Reading:  
LEA Stories 
And/or 
Washing Machine Repair Level A 
Washing Machine Repair Level 
B/C  
Washing Machine Repair Level D 
(Pathway to Literacy)  
Printable Versions 
 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1rYXI84KYqFoBFPudGqXcXSmSb5_jRgPVUStMgeMGDZI/edit?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1rYXI84KYqFoBFPudGqXcXSmSb5_jRgPVUStMgeMGDZI/edit?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1nkyeBpKCgLl9t_78sVhBs_C3z_ap9y5ACYHvdYEKKgo/edit#slide=id.gcb2045d1dd_0_65
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1G6t1WrEv7SU6s-DZALF85oUsoxZdFgPwmHYAbKsJh6Q/edit?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1-iczrl3jOH5lrPoj5TA_ky_mUn_hHO1v7Vhfu3-I5eY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1-iczrl3jOH5lrPoj5TA_ky_mUn_hHO1v7Vhfu3-I5eY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1mxPJh-Wery3SHOcjH8DZp8GOLqc9RNjSOPMXpiQjqac/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1xHknjMYZcSFHmX_q2WACtOQ_uR3z-cUP?usp=drive_link


 Additional 
Topics: 
 
Looking for 
Housing: 
Finding an 
Apartment 
Lesson Plan 
 
Looking for 
Housing: 
Renting an  
Apartment 
Lesson Plan 
 
Looking for 
Housing: 
Buying a 
House 
Lesson Plan 

 Other Available Resources 
 
Finding an Apartment Level A-B 
Finding an Apartment Level C-D 
(Pathway to Literacy) 
Printable Versions 
 
Renting an Apartment Level A  
Renting an Apartment  Level B-C 
Renting an Apartment Level D 
(Pathway to Literacy) 
Printable Versions 
 
Buying a House Level A-B 
Buying a House Level C-D 
(Pathway to Literacy) 
Printable Versions 
 
Perminder’s Cleaning Day  
(Bow Valley) 
Audio Version 
Printable Versions (available on 
Bow Valley website) 
 
Perminder Looks for a Home 
(Bow Valley - Level E) 
 
A Home of Their Own (Bow 
Valley - Level G) 
 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1plcKUoxLmLDkcbF4je9JEsUirMplkFWdLW1LtNnIJHk/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1SYPZ2krkCdm9yvutld-t41Y010OgUIjwdKti1WTXXck/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/18mxmasKTVVzKLrnj3y7-0LqBmI3oymcFxfsG_KM8X-A/edit
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1DVdc2JWq-zwBTUr2phBJcWT6giopR0nEySk78ixtev0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/150xSOr9rYBpn8HDqgN9iEgadncp5igmq8iF2JhU6U8o/edit#slide=id.g10355f37e60_0_370
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/18FgEOXmoWNNAcHirMbfIPkdZqOuq4yM9sYT_FAtGUqU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1nZ417d0Rc7Jf1VZ-CcqYaS_LT3JeVz1Y_ZrFU0ElBiw/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1wnn7rNFPZGHWmz9vqZeCY91sKondC2ubaHc4tu9kNh0/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1PsqEC8tzNv6t7DZ2MyjGE6aO1a53JcbT?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1V3NUhnY0TfijL-_g71iiRlZziUi6X3nwIKtIQIzxopQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1Shgorh1Z-gV08Nd6GQF6l6XU2mhNAa2zBRaqAXMyPMQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1dpx-mIAgyIrXWTugKi9bjshVT2dRVIXv23jtfpMZJ7A/edit?usp=sharing
https://globalaccess.bowvalleycollege.ca/esl-readers/perminder%27s-cleaning-day/
https://globalaccess.bowvalleycollege.ca/esl-readers/perminder-looks-for-a-home/Perminder-Looks-for-a-Home-print.pdf
https://globalaccess.bowvalleycollege.ca/esl-readers/perminder-looks-for-a-home/Perminder-Looks-for-a-Home-print.pdf
https://globalaccess.bowvalleycollege.ca/esl-readers/a-home-of-their-own/a-home-of-their-own-print.pdf
https://globalaccess.bowvalleycollege.ca/esl-readers/a-home-of-their-own/a-home-of-their-own-print.pdf


 Writing :  Writing Goals for the 5 weeks are as follows: 
1.​ Copy words into notebooks (if they’re able to) 
2.​ Use Literacy MN Phonics Workbook hand-outs 
3.​ Orally compose 1 LEA story, and (if able) copy a word, sentence or more from the story. 

 Technology: Technology Goals for the 5-weeks are as follows: 
1.​ With assistance, join online class from his/her device and use microphone  and video options in online class. 
2.​ With assistance, communicate with teacher orally or through messages. 
3.​ Identify 2 pictures of a computer part or device based on an oral vocabulary word. 

LLanguage Experience Approach (LEA) 
1.Teacher elicits statements from students about an experience. 
2. Teacher writes students’ statements verbatim. 
3. Teacher reads the story aloud as students read it silently. Ask if students have anything to add or correct. 
     (Teacher may also ask clarifying questions if the meaning is not clear.) 
4. Students read the story several times. 
5. Students copy the story and write down new words. 
6. Vocabulary and comprehension activities follow. 
(Huang, 2013; Bell & Dy, 1980; Nessel & Nixon, 2008) 
ang 

 

 
 
Sources: 
 
Huang, J. (2013). Bridging Authentic Experiences and Literacy Skills Through the Language Experience Approach. 
Journal of Adult Education: Volume 42, Number 1, 2013. 
 



Bell, A., & Dy, S. (1980). Tales from the homeland: Developing the Language Experience Approach. 
Tacoma, WA: Bureau of Refugee Assistance, Department of Social and Health Services, State of Washington. 
 
Nessel, D., & Dixon, C. (2008). Using the Language Experience Approach with English language learners: Strategies for 
engaging students and developing literacy. Thousand Oaks, CA: Crowing Press. 
 
 
 
 


