
Do Now - The Reformation 
As you learned in your study of the Middle Ages, the Roman Catholic Church was the one Christian 
church in western Europe in medieval times.  In the early 1500s, the ideas of the Renaissance and the 
new spirit of questioning caused people to start questioning the practices and teachings of the Catholic 
Church.  Eventually, a group of reformers broke away from the church.  Called Protestants, they set up 
new Christian churches throughout northern Europe.  This movement became known as the 
Reformation.  The Reformation began in Germany, far from the base of the Catholic Church in Rome, 
and then spread to other parts of northern Europe. 
 
What church was the one Christian church in Western Europe during medieval times? 
 
 
What ideas made people start to question the practices and teachings of the Catholic Church? 
(Can you think of what the Renaissance way of thinking [philosophy] was called?) 
 
 
What were the group of reformers that broke away from the church called? 
 
 
Where did the Reformation begin? 
 
 
Follow the link to post on google moderator. How do leaders create change?  What kinds of tactics do 
they use to gain followers? 
 
Video Notes. 
 

 

 
 
Class Notes. 
Causes of the Reformation 

1.  Renaissance Ideas and   
Humanism 

 
 
 
 

2.  Worldliness and Corruption in 
the Church 

 
 
 
 

3.  The Great Schism  
 
 

http://www.google.com/moderator/#15/e=20c569&t=20c569.40
http://www.google.com/moderator/#15/e=20c569&t=20c569.40


 

4.  Reformation Leaders  
 
 
 

 
 
The Reformation - Martin Luther 

Martin Luther  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Luther’s Spiritual Journey  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Luther’s Controversy  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ninety-Five Theses  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Primary Source Analysis. 



 

 
What groups of people might Luther have angered by posting his thesis? 
 

 

 
Why did Martin Luther argue against the sale of indulgences?  
 

 

 


