
Photographic Influences & Finding Inspiration 
(lesson adapted from Westchester Community College) 

*Create a new page on your digital portfolio under Photography 2 titled “About Me.”  
 
Reflect/write about the following questions: 
 
▪​ Your name is…. 
▪​ Where were you born? 
▪​ How many brothers and sisters do you have? 
▪​ What language do you speak at home? 
▪​ What are your career goals? 
▪​ What do you see yourself doing in five years? 
▪​ Who do you know, other than a teacher, who has gone to 

college for art? 
▪​ What are you are most proud of? 

▪​ What do you enjoy doing in your free time? 
▪​ Why did you enroll in this course? 
▪​ Who are the photographers that you are most interested 

in right now? 
▪​ Your ideal job would be… 
▪​ Three adjectives others might use to describe you are… 
 

 
After answering the above questions, add a 3x2 table inside of your About Me webpage. In the first box type 
“Artistic Inspiration.” 
Now, I would like for you to find a minimum of 5 examples of artworks that you like– they do not have to be 
photographs. Upload each image along with the name of the artist, title of the work, dimensions and the year it was 
created in addition to your reasons for liking the piece. Use thoughtful, concise language in your descriptions. 
Remember the images that you will select and the things you write about them will help us get a better sense of your 
aesthetic.  I do not want to read ” I like this image because I think it is cool. You need to describe, analyze, interpret, 
and evaluate each of the works. Make sure to write about why people create art. CHECK THE RUBRIC. 
 
 If you are not sure about artists or works that you are drawn to, go to the artists: blogs + websites link to look at the 
work of dozens of photographers. You are bound to find something that visually excites you there! 
Your digital table should look something like this… (Student Examples: Ben, Chivan, Chandler)  
 

Artistic Inspiration 
 

Alexander Calder, Blue Feather, 
1948, 42x55x18” 

 
I am drawn to this work because… 

Edward Weston, Artichoke, 1930, 
8x10” 

 
I am drawn to this work because… 

Rene Magritte, The Son of Man, 
1964, 116x89 cm 

 
I am drawn to this work because… 
 

Dale Chihuly, Lapis Persian Set with 
Jonquil Lip Wraps, 2009, 8x18x19” 

 
I am drawn to this work because… 

Georges Seurat, A Sunday on La 
Grande Jatte, 1884-1886, 82x121” 

 
I am drawn to this work because… 

 

http://sunywccdigitalphotography2.wordpress.com/links-resources/artists-websitesblogs/
https://sites.google.com/rsu5.org/benbarryart/photography-2/about-me?authuser=0
https://sites.google.com/rsu5.org/chivanart/biography?authuser=0
https://sites.google.com/rsu5.org/chandlerchenphotography/about?authuser=0


Grading Rubric for Photographic Influences & Finding Inspiration Examples 
Photography 2 

 
Name_____________________________________________________ Date________________________ 

(A3) Media, Tools, Techniques, and 
Process Performance Indicator- 
Students compare the effects of media 
and their associated tools, techniques, 
and processes, using elements, 
principles, and expressive qualities in 
art forms and genres. 

____I listed tools, 
techniques, and processes 
used to create a work of art 

____I explained how tools, 
techniques, and processes 
are used to create a product 

___I analyzed how 
appropriate tools, 
techniques, and processes 
were used to create a 
work of art 

____I summarized  how  tools, 
techniques, and processes are 
used to create a product 
demonstrating  my complete 
understanding of the way 
materials are utilized properly 
 
___ I constructed  visual 
connections between emotions 
and the elements and principles 
of design in artwork 

(D1c) Objectivity Performance 
Indicator- Students identify the difference 
between a personal opinion and an informed 
judgment 

___I made  judgments about 
a work from the arts based 
on my personal opinion 

___I made judgments 
about a work from the arts 
but I have a hard time 
separating my opinion 
completely and need to 
provide stronger evidence 

___I made judgments 
about a work from the arts 
that are supported by 
evidence and not rooted 
in my own personal 
opinion 

___I made sound judgments 
about a work from the arts that 
were supported by detailed 
evidence and without any 
personal opinion interfering 

(D1d) Culture Performance Indicator- 
Students research and explain how art and 
artists reflect and shape their time and 
culture   

___I recognize that artists 
and their work connect to 
culture 

___I summarized how art 
and artists connect to their 
time and culture 
 

___I explained how artists 
reflect and shape their 
time and culture using 
examples found through 
research 
 

___I used multiple research 
methods to show how artists 
created original artwork 
reflecting and/or changing their 
time and culture 

(E4) Arts for Life Performance 
Indicator- Student explains how their 
knowledge of the arts relates to the real 
world outside of the classroom. 

___I recognized that many 
people choose arts as a 
profession or hobby 

___I made connections 
between arts and my life 
outside of this classroom 
 
 

 ___I explained how the 
arts relate to career and 
life  
___I recognize  that the 
arts are a means of 
renewal and recreation 

___I  demonstrated how the arts 
relate to life in the real world by 
applying my arts skills outside of 
classroom 
 

(E5)  Interpersonal Skills Performance 
Indicator- Student demonstrates 
positive interpersonal skills and reflects 
on the impact of interpersonal skills on 
personal success in the arts. 

___I identified the many 
roles that are required in 
creating and presenting 
 

___I observed positive 
social skills but did not 
demonstrate them myself  
  
 

___I showed positive 
social skills and reflected 
on how they will lead to 
success in the arts 
 
 

___I collaborated and modeled 
positive social skills 
 
___I  reflected on how social 
skills can lead to success in the 
arts 

COMBINED STANDARD’S SCORE:          /100 

 
 


