
A Cornucopia of Sherlockiana 
 

The Detective and the Doctor 
The earliest version of this talk was done for the Lifetime Learners at UMass on October 3rd, 
2012.  I brought some pieces from my collection and spoke for about ninety minutes.  The 
powerpoint slides have evolved since then, but  here is how they stand at the present.  The 
presentation was made again, with more emphasis on the adaptations, on March 30, 2013 for 
the Friends of the Fields Corner Branch library in Dorchester, MA. 

 
By the way, here is a good overview I found on the web which covers much of the same ground, 
more coherently. 
 
Three more recent articles also give a great overview of the history of the fandom and a lot of 
the pastiches and I recommend reading them if  you want to go further. 
 
 
The Sacred Writings 
Here are a few links concerning the four novels and fifty-six short stories comprising the Canon 
 
Camden House (a very good resource for most things having to do with the canon) 
Search the canon at Mr. Moonfind.  An excellent way to find a quote, or a word. 
Lyndsay Faye doing an introduction to the canon (podcast) 
 
 
The Apocrypha (other pieces by Doyle) 
 
The Final Adventures of Sherlock Holmes: completing the Canon collected by Peter Haining, 
Barnes and Noble Books, 1995 ISBNs 1-56619-198-x hb, 1-56619-831-3 pb Not available at 
the BPL  This book collects twelve other pieces (at least two of which are disputed, naturally) 
written by Doyle which relate to Holmes or Watson. It is not a complete collection, though, as it 
does not have the scripts for "Sherlock Holmes" the play which Gillette made famous (and 
probably rewrote), or "The Speckled Band", the play which Conan Doyle wrote based on the 
short story. 
 
Both plays are available as an audiobook via the library. 
 
 The Untold Tales -- ah, all those tantalizing references...  
The link goes to an excellent summary by Philip K. Jones of all the cases which are only 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1IkwnV9SA76zqO1TIyCQUWXcuYUU0llIEKZOjpo-BbaY/edit
http://www.straightdope.com/columns/read/2088/did-sherlock-holmes-really-exist
http://www.straightdope.com/columns/read/2088/did-sherlock-holmes-really-exist
http://www.neontommy.com/news/2013/02/hive-mind-sherlock-holmes-and-adventures-first-fandom
http://www.neontommy.com/news/2013/03/hive-mind-investigating-pastiches-adaptations-and-sherlock-holmes-beyond-canon
http://www.neontommy.com/news/2013/03/hive-mind-bbcs-sherlock-and-adventures-fandom-waited
http://ignisart.com/camdenhouse/
http://www.mrmoon.com/moonfind/holmes/
http://bakerstreetbabes.tumblr.com/post/32480015837/special-4-lyndsays-intro-to-canon-part-i
http://bpl.bibliocommons.com/item/show/2771367075_sherlock_holmes_theatre
http://www.michael-procter.com/holmes/UNTOLD.pdf


mentioned in the Canon.  It also includes some abbreviations for the Apocrypha, and in the 
notes mentions many pastiches that are out there. 
 

The Game -- Holmesian Scholarship 
BBC report about the pilgrimage to Reichenbach Falls 
Radio discussion on NPR 
Treasures of the Collection at the University of Minnesota,  Another UofMinn video. 
 
 
 

Pastiche and Parody 
General links: 
Non-canonical Holmes article from Wikipedia 
A  Thoroughgoing List of Sherlockian Novels 
School And Holmes Pastiche Index If you want to find a particular published pastiche, this is 
one of the better places to hunt for it. Warning, spoilers abound. 
Links to the Excel file database of pastiches -- an excellent list, but a trifle confusing to the 
beginner. 
Sherlock Holmes at the Internet Book list -- scratches the surface, but still of interest. 
 
 
A few early works 
The Pursuit of the Houseboat by John Kendrick Bangs (1897)  Even a dead Holmes gets a 
story! 
A Double Barrelled Detective Story by Mark Twain (1902)  Audio version at Internet Archive; 
scanned original at Openbooks This is not my favorite parody of Holmes, nor is it a particularly 
good story from Mark Twain, but hey, it's Mark Twain writing Sherlock Holmes.  And apparently 
he was having a lot of fun while he was doing it. The first half of the story is convoluted indeed, 
and Holmes doesn't appear until page 95. When he does turn up, his presence is greeted by the 
character who knows him best with: "But what's the use of being afraid of him? Anybody knows 
him the way I do knows he can't detect a crime, except when he plans it all out beforehand and 
arranges the clews and hires some fellow to commit it according to his instructions." 
Dudley Jones: Bore-Hunter by P.G. Wodehouse (1903) 
The Adventures of Shamrock Jolnes by O. Henry (1911?) 
 
Early works by people you don’t know   
The Adventure of the Pair of Shoes, written by Agnes Mary O’Brien in 1903 and published in the 
Smith College Monthly.  A very early fanfic indeed! 
 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/magazine-19623263
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=5035037
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T1VmX63qaR8
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PHKdBSZo5is
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Non-canonical_Sherlock_Holmes_works
http://home.earthlink.net/~glennbranca/unclubables/id12.html
http://www.schoolandholmes.com/index.html
http://www.michael-procter.com/holmes/_index.html
http://www.iblist.com/search/search.php?item=sherlock+holmes&submit=Search
http://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/3169
http://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/3180
http://archive.org/details/double_barrelled_1001_librivox_
http://openlibrary.org/books/OL24151996M/A_double_barrelled_detective_story
http://openlibrary.org/books/OL24151996M/A_double_barrelled_detective_story
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/A_Double_Barrelled_Detective_Story
http://thenostalgialeague.com/olmag/dudley-jones.html
http://www.literaturecollection.com/a/o_henry/171/
http://books.google.com/books?id=rwEhAAAAMAAJ&dq=%22Sherlock%20Holmes%22&pg=PA97#v=onepage&q=%22Sherlock%20Holmes%22&f=false


 

Active Publishers 
Wessex Press (Gasogene Books) This publisher concentrates more on the scholarly side of the 
Sherlockian world, but has a few pastiches as well. 
MX Publishing Publisher of several pastiches as well as commentaries, etc. Has a number of 
books on Kindle. 
Titan Books publisher of the Further Adventures of Sherlock Holmes, a series of reprints and 
new pastiches 

 
 
A Few to Start With 
The Seven Percent Solution – Nicholas Meyer 
Sherlock Holmes meets Sigmund Freud. Here's the Wikipedia article. It's rather spoilery, tho, 
both for the book and the film. 
The Further Adventures of Sherlock Holmes: The Man from Hell   by Barrie Roberts, 
(2010 edition.  Originally published in 1997)  
Good Night, Mr. Holmes – Carole Nelson Douglas  -- The only version of Irene Adler, except 
Doyle’s, that I really like. 
The Beekeeper’s Apprentice – Laurie R. King -- the first of the Mary Russell series. 
Sherlock Holmes and the Ghosts of Bly – Donald Thomas  -- a reliable author for short 
pastiches who has done several collections. 
The Secret Chronicles of Sherlock Holmes – June Thomson -- another reliable author. 
Dust and Shadow: An Account of the Ripper Killings by Dr. John H. Watson by – Lyndsey Faye 
Very much recommended. 
The Last Sherlock Holmes Story -- Michael Dibdin -- Excellent.  Chilling.  I read this when I was 
in college and haven’t dared open it again.  It also has an adapted version. 
The House of Silk – Anthony Horowitz -- this recent title was authorized by the Estate. 
Sherlock Holmes and the Giant Rat of Sumatra – which one would you like? 
 
And to stretch out a bit: 
The Strange Return of Sherlock Holmes – Barry Grant  Holmes comes to his future, our present. 
Basil of Baker Street -- Eve Titus  -- yes, the one about the mouse. 
 
Fanfiction gets its own section below. 
 
 

Performances 
 
A Holmes for every generation  A gallery of actors who have played Sherlock Holmes 
 

http://www.wessexpress.com
http://www.mxpublishing.com/index.html
http://titanbooks.com/search/all/?p=1&search=sherlock%20holmes&type=Book
http://bpl.bibliocommons.com/item/show/2393331075_the_seven-per-cent_solution
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Seven-Per-Cent_Solution
http://bpl.bibliocommons.com/item/show/1709778075_the_man_from_hell
http://bpl.bibliocommons.com/item/show/2435573075_good_night,_mr_holmes
http://bpl.bibliocommons.com/item/show/1480831075_the_beekeepers_apprentice,_or,_on_the_segregation_of_the_queen
http://bpl.bibliocommons.com/item/show/1688790075_sherlock_holmes_and_the_ghosts_of_bly
http://bpl.bibliocommons.com/item/show/98374075_the_secret_chronicles_of_sherlock_holmes
http://bpl.bibliocommons.com/item/show/1624436075_dust_and_shadow
http://www.lyndsayfaye.com/
http://bpl.bibliocommons.com/item/show/780047075_the_last_sherlock_holmes_story
http://bpl.bibliocommons.com/item/show/1644613075_the_last_sherlock_holmes_story
http://bpl.bibliocommons.com/item/show/1741255075_the_house_of_silk
http://bpl.bibliocommons.com/search?t=smart&search_category=keyword&q=Giant+Rat+Sumatra&commit=Search
http://bpl.bibliocommons.com/item/show/1673542075_the_strange_return_of_sherlock_holmes
http://bpl.bibliocommons.com/item/show/3150842075_basil_of_baker_street
http://kellyriggsmysteries.com/2012/03/a-gallery-of-sherlock-holmes-actors/


The Howard Ostrom collection of autographed photographs 
 
 
Stage 
 
 
 
Cinema 
 
Sherlock Holmes Baffled (1903)  (the music was added much later) 
 
The Many Faces of Sherlock Holmes (documentary) 
 
Murder by Decree (trailer) 
 
Guy Ritchie’s Sherlock Holmes  and A Game of Shadows 
 
 
 
Radio 
 
Radio performances from the Sherlock Holmes Public Library 
(includes Rathbone-Bruce, among others) 
 
 
 
Television 
 
Sherlock Holmes (Ronald Howard and H. Marion Crawford) 
 
Sherlock Holmes (Jeremy Brett)  Definitely a fan made trailer 
 
Russian Sherlock Holmes series (fan made, I think) 
 
Sherlock 
 
Elementary  preview 
 
 
 

http://www.nplh.co.uk/the-howard-ostrom-holmes-and-watson-collection.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HYN4QzX9-EM
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HYN4QzX9-EM
http://www.youtube.com/movie?v=fefxO6W06aU&feature=mv_sr
http://www.youtube.com/movie?v=fefxO6W06aU&feature=mv_sr
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JJIRu2pDE3I
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Egcx63-FfTE
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9FozQnaEZl8&playnext=1&list=PL7F3420618EA55F44&feature=results_video
http://sherlock.mindcop.net/sherlockholmes-radio-shows-basilrathbone.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=My6jy0Xb1Yg&list=PL90181C1701473014&index=23
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NqxDf_-yUDQ
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S2Z53uN6y10
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s8v_pmZQNlM
http://www.cbs.com/shows/elementary/
http://www.cbs.com/shows/elementary/video/2239231109/elementary-exclusive-preview/


On the Internet 
Links of Links 
http://www.bakerstreetblog.com/p/resources.html 
 
 
Blogs, Societies, etc. 
 
The Sherlock Holmes Wiki (in French)   
Napoleon of Holmes blog 
The Doyleockian 
Baker Street Blog (pop culture) 
I hear of Sherlock Everywhere, podcasts 
 
 
Fandom and Fanfiction 
 
 
 
 
Other things I mentioned at the talk  
 
The Annotated Sherlock Holmes – Leslie Klinger 
“Watson Was A Woman” – article/speech by Rex Stout to The Baker Street Irregulars 
 
 
Questions?  Comments? 
 
 

http://www.bakerstreetblog.com/p/resources.html
http://www.sshf.com/wiki/index.php/Accueil
http://napoleonofholmes.com/
http://alistaird221b.blogspot.co.uk/
http://www.bakerstreetblog.com/
http://www.ihearofsherlock.com/

