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Questions Notes 

 
What is an example of 
physical abuse against 
women? 
 
 
 
What crime has Guy 
committed? 
 
Why do alarms happen 
at night? 
 
Who lights the match to 
the fire? 
 
 
How does Guy react 
when returning from the 
fire/suicide? 
 
How does Guy describe 
Mildred? 
 
How have the parlor 
walls impacted Guy’s 
marriage? 
 
What has happened to 
Clarisse? 
What is following Guy? 

Page 32 
-House have fireproof sheet 
-Guy and firemen get an alarm to go to a house for a fire 
-Beatty slaps lady and asking where the books are 
-Old lady’s neighbor Mrs. Baker (neighbor reported her) 
-Police are supposed to go first and arrest the accused, then firemen come to burn 
       -Firemen just burn stuff, don’t hurt anyone (usually but old lady is present) 
-Firemen are throwing the books out the window, Guy reads a line of a book 
-Guy has stolen a book  
-Firemen are about to start fire, old lady isn’t leaving, Guy tries to get her to leave 
-Only have alarms/fires at night (warning to others) 
-Women holds out a match and lights herself/house on fire before Beatty 
-Black, Stoneman= other fireman 
-Beatty quotes books says he is full of bits and pieces 
 
Page 38 
-Guy goes home with his stolen book 
-Guy is hides his book under pillow in his bed 
-Mildred comes over and touches face, Guy has been crying 
Page 39 
-Guy thinks Mildred is a complete stranger 
-Guy asks Mildred when/where they met- she can’t remember  
-Mildred taking a bunch of pills again 
-If Mildred died he would not cry 
-The walls have come between them (walls represent materialism) 
-Mildred calls her tv people relatives/family  
-Guy feels like he is drowning from tv/radio and all the “stuff” 
-Mildred likes to drive fast 100mph 
-Guy hasn’t seen Clarisse in many days 
-Mildred says family has moved away and Clarisse is dead (run over by a car) 
-Guy hears hound outside of his house 

Summary: The firefighters respond to a call at an old woman’s home who has books. Guy steals a book and the 
woman starts the fire herself committing suicide. Guy goes home and cries. His marriage with Mildred is not loving 
and the parlor walls have come between them. A car has killed Clarisse.  

 


