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Abstract

It may be said that after gaining independence, Menshevik government
of Georgia appeared not the be ready for management of the country.
Generally, those times, independence was unexpected to Georgian people, as
society had lived in the colonial conditions. Plus of the Menshevik government
was their attempt to cut the road to Europe. Generally, European route was the
historic choice of Georgian people. It was Europe Georgian people saw the
conditions for maintenance of national identity in. However, remoteness from
Europe complicated condition and at the same time, Bolshevik Russia during
the period was doing its best to recover influence on Georgia. Those times,
there were separatist hubs in Georgia, who used to create problems to the
territorial integrity of Georgia.



Notwithstanding the fact the government of the first democratic republic
truly represented the expression of opinion of the majority of Georgian people,
it still did not appear to be ready for rooted solving the problems existing in
the country. After announcement of independence, Georgia selected the policy
oriented to Germany. It was Germany Menshevik government saw the idea of
maintenance of independence in. Germany of those times had positive
intention towards Georgia and Georgia made correct choice in this regard.
However, defeating of Germany in the First World War made state of Georgia
difficult and the country started searching for the new patron.

Government of Georgia of those times relied greatly on Europe in Paris
Conference, however, unfortunately, the government of the first republic was
disappointed — Georgia could not manage to become the member of the
League of Nations, leaving the country alone against Russian aggression. This
further caused Russian occupation in 1921. The government of Georgia being
in the emigration did not stop fighting for recovering independence. Noe
Zhordania in his writings was always rejecting Russia and considered Europe
to be the place of establishing Georgia. European always considered Georgia
from positive point of view. However, coalition government of Russia had
gradually depressed the desire of having independent government.

Since collapse of Soviet Union, Georgia faced multiple challenges. After
gaining independence, the country selected pro-European development vector,
however those times, unfortunately Europe could not understand potential of
Georgia. The process of gaining independence was guided tragically in many
post-soviet countries. Russia used to use separatist regimes successfully in the
rebellious republic, thus threatening territorial integrity of the country.
Generally, 90s appeared extremely harmful, as during this period Balkan War
was performed, which shaken West Europe. Almost each post-soviet countries
were aiming at the membership of European Union, as this organization was
expressing general European values and it was acceptable to each European
nations. However, becoming the member of the organization was difficult task
and the countries were required to satisfy certain criteria for membership.
Elimination of the perversions existing in the Soviet Union became extremely
difficult, as soviet thinking was deeply rooted in all post-soviet people.
European Union requested fundamental changes in this regard, which were
not easy to perform those times.

The issue of national identity today is very actual. National identity, i.e.
valuable system of separate nation is required for existence of any nation. We
shall speak about nationalism, when considering the issue of national identity.
Some scientists consider nationalism to be the positive, and another part —
negative phenomenon. Nationalism has both — negative and positive sides,
however existence of national feelings is of special importance, mostly for the
small nations. When speaking about national identity, the issue of religious
identity is of special importance. Religious identity is an important factor, i.e.
orthodox Christianity of Georgians was considered to be unifier of Georgian
nation and relatively it played the most important role in the lives of Georgian
people. Religious identity, for example in case of Jews is a certain unifier as
people of all Jewish faiths are Jews. Religious identity is very strong among
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followers of Muslim religion. In todays Europe religious identity is not strong,
however, the Europeans respect own religious, as one of the main components
of the own identity.

In the ongoing conflicts in the world there is huge role of religious factor,
for example: the conflict of Western Ireland, where Catholic Irish people fight
against Protestant Englishmen. Religious factor complicates the conflict
between Muslims residing in India and resident Pakistanis. At the same time,
religious identity supports nations in maintenance of their identities. Today’s
Jewish nation is good example of this, who protected own culture and tradition
by maintenance of Jewish religion. In current reality, there are active
communications about secularism and there are different points of view in
this regard. However, existence of secularism is mostly purposeful in the
countries, where historically there were no traditional religions, while for
traditional nations, secularism is not acceptable in the most cases and often it
becomes precondition for weakening the state.
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